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Introduction
The Bible is a library that tells one great story. Its books 
were written in different places and times, using different 
kinds of writing, yet Christians receive them together as 
God's Word. Genesis begins with creation. Revelation ends 
with the hope of creation made new. Between these two 
books, we meet families, nations, kings, prophets, ordinary 
workers, faithful servants, and people who fail. Above all, 
we meet the God who creates, judges evil, keeps His 
promises, and brings salvation through Jesus Christ.

This handbook has one purpose: to help a reader 
understand the whole Bible without becoming lost in its 
many books. A Bible survey is a guided overview of 
Scripture. It identifies the main features of each book, 
explains where it belongs in the larger story, and prepares 
us to read the actual biblical text with understanding. Like 
a map, a survey shows the road ahead. The map is useful 
because it helps us make the journey; it does not replace 
the journey.

Some readers know a few favourite verses but do not 
know the setting of those verses. Others know the stories 
of Noah, David, Esther, or Jesus, but struggle to place them 
in order. A survey connects those familiar passages. It 
shows why Abraham's promise matters to Israel, why the 
exile matters to the prophets, why the Gospels begin in a 
world ruled by Rome, and why the letters address real 
churches with real questions. Reading a passage in its 
setting helps us avoid using the Bible to support an idea 
the passage never intended to teach.



THE BIBLE SURVEY  |  THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

6

We will begin with the meaning of Bible, Scripture, 
covenant, inspiration, and other essential terms. We will 
then learn the arrangement of the Old and New 
Testaments. Every one of the sixty-six books has its own 
survey, including its authorship, approximate date, 
setting, purpose, a suggested key passage, main message, 
movement through the book, relationship to Christ and the 
Trinity, and practical application. A key passage is a 
teaching choice, not a claim that a book has only one 
important verse.

After surveying the Old Testament books, we will walk 
through the story in chronological order. The prophets 
will be placed beside the kings and crises during which 
they spoke. We will then examine the centuries between 
Malachi and the coming of Jesus. The page separating the 
Testaments is thin, but the history behind it is rich. Persian 
rule, Greek influence, persecution, the Maccabean 
struggle, and Roman power all help explain the world of 
the Gospels.

The New Testament section follows the life and work of 
Jesus, the growth of the early church, and the teaching of 
the apostles. Jesus is fully God and fully human. He truly 
died for our sins and rose bodily from the dead. His 
salvation is the heart of the Christian message. The Father 
sends the Son; the Son accomplishes redemption; the Holy 
Spirit brings God's people into life, holiness, and mission. 
These truths help us understand the unity of the Bible 
without flattening its different books into the same 
message.
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This book uses simple words wherever possible. An 
unfamiliar term is explained when introduced. Its 
spiritual aim is equally simple: knowledge should lead to 
worship, obedience, love, and hope. We read Scripture to 
know God, to receive His truth, and to live faithfully 
among other people. A child, a parent, a teacher, or an 
older believer should be able to use this handbook to 
explain the main message of a biblical book in clear 
language.

Exile means forced displacement from a homeland. 
Preexilic means before the exile, exilic means during it, 
and postexilic means after it. Historical dates are often 
approximate. Some books name their writers; others do 
not. Traditional Christian attributions are identified as 
traditional rather than presented as signatures the text 
does not contain. A book's setting and the time when it 
reached its final written form may also differ. These 
distinctions help us speak honestly while continuing to 
receive and study Scripture with faith.

Bible statistics at a glance
The following counts use the usual sixty-six-book English 
Protestant arrangement and KJV verse numbering. Counts 
can change when a translation combines or separates 
verses, includes different books, or uses a different word-
counting method. Chapter and verse numbers are 
reference tools added after the biblical books were 
written; they are not part of the original authors' 
manuscripts.
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Measure Old Testament New Testament Whole Bible

Books 39 27 66

Chapters 929 260 1189

Verses in KJV 
numbering

23145 7957 31102

Longest chapter by 
verses

Psalm 119 with 
176

Luke 1 with 80 Psalm 119

Shortest chapter by 
verses

Psalm 117 with 
2

Revelation 15 
with 8

Psalm 117

Longest book by 
chapter count

Psalms with 150 Matthew and 
Acts with 28 
each

Psalms

Shortest book by 
verse count

Obadiah with 21 2 John with 13 2 John

Single chapter 
books

Obadiah Philemon and 2 
John and 3 
John and Jude

Five books

Psalms is also the longest book by ordinary KJV English 
word counts. Jeremiah is often described as the longest by 
original Hebrew word count. These statements use 
different measuring systems and should not be treated as 
a contradiction. The shortest New Testament book by 
usual English word count is 3 John, while 2 John has fewer 
verses. A verse is a numbered unit, not a fixed number of 
words. [3, 4]

Longest verse. Esther 8:9 is the familiar longest verse in 
the KJV, with ninety words when counted as space-
separated words. Revelation 20:4 is commonly identified 
as the longest New Testament KJV verse, with sixty-eight 
words by that method. These results should always be 
named with their translation and counting rule. Changing 
translation can change the result.
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Shortest verses. John 11:35, Jesus wept, is the shortest KJV 
verse by English letter count. Rejoice evermore in 1 
Thessalonians 5:16 also has two words. In the Old 
Testament, 1 Chronicles 1:25, Eber, Peleg, Reu, has three 
words and is a short KJV minimum by letters. Job 3:2 is 
often called the shortest, but its KJV wording has six 
words, so it is not the shortest by that measure. Original-
language results differ; Luke 20:30 is especially short in 
Greek although its KJV English translation is longer. [5]

Opening and closing. The first word of the KJV biblical 
text is In at Genesis 1:1. The final word is Amen at 
Revelation 22:21. The Old Testament ends with curse in 
Malachi 4:6 in the KJV; Matthew begins with The in 
Matthew 1:1. These observations exclude titles, publisher 
pages, and headings. Other translations and the Jewish 
ordering of the Hebrew Bible may have different closing 
words.

Middle chapter and middle verses. With 1189 chapters, 
the middle chapter by canonical sequence is Psalm 117, 
the 595th chapter. With 31102 verses there are two middle 
positions, 15551 and 15552, falling at Psalm 103:1-2 in the 
usual KJV sequence. Psalm 118:8 is therefore not the 
mathematical middle verse under this system. A 
memorable devotional claim should not be repeated as a 
statistic without checking the arithmetic.

Authors and word totals. Approximately forty authors 
and roughly fifteen centuries of composition are common 
teaching estimates, not exact totals established by a list of 
signed manuscripts. Several books are anonymous or 
composite. There is no translation-independent total 
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number of biblical words or letters. As a named example, 
KJV Audio Bible reports 789668 words in its own text 
under its stated method: 609277 in the Old Testament and 
180391 in the New Testament. This is an edition-specific 
count, not a universal total. [4] A word total is meaningful 
only when its edition and counting method are named. 
Names, prayers, promises, and prophecies likewise cannot 
have one exact total unless we first define what is being 
counted.

Reading pace. Reading four chapters daily would cover 
1189 chapters in about 298 days; reading three daily 
would take about 397 days. Chapters differ greatly in 
length, so these are planning figures rather than equal 
daily workloads. A slower reader who understands and 
obeys the message is not spiritually behind someone who 
reads quickly.

How to use this handbook
Read the foundations first, then keep the classification 
chart nearby. Before opening a biblical book, read its 
survey and locate its place in the timeline. Read the 
suggested key passage in your Bible. Follow the book's 
movement, noticing repeated words, important people, 
and the problem being addressed. After reading, explain 
the main message in your own words and choose one 
practical response.

For a family or study group, read one book survey at a 
time. Younger readers may begin with the main message 
and a selected story. Older readers can explore the 
historical setting and related passages. The questions are 
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invitations to discussion, not an examination. A useful 
pattern is to read, explain, apply, and pray. Do not rush 
through difficult passages simply to finish a schedule.
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Part One Foundations of Bible Survey

What is the Bible
The Bible is the collection of sacred writings Christians 
receive as Scripture. In the Protestant arrangement 
followed by this handbook, it contains thirty-nine Old 
Testament books and twenty-seven New Testament books. 
Its authors use narrative, law, poetry, wisdom, prophecy, 
Gospel, letter, and visionary writing. Christians believe 
these human writings bear God's authoritative message 
through the work of the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 
Peter 1:20-21).

The Bible is both a library and a unified witness. A library 
contains distinct works; unity means those works belong 
to a connected purpose. Genesis explains creation and the 
entrance of sin. The covenants develop God's promises. 
Israel's history exposes human unfaithfulness and God's 
patience. The prophets announce judgment and hope. The 
New Testament proclaims that God's saving purpose 
comes to fulfilment in Jesus Christ and will reach its 
completion in the new creation.

Calling the Bible God's Word does not mean every speaker 
recorded in it speaks truth. The serpent lies in Genesis 3. 
Job's friends sometimes misunderstand his suffering. 
Scripture faithfully records what people said, while its 
larger context helps us judge those words. We must 
therefore distinguish a recorded statement from a 
command or teaching God asks us to follow.
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How the Bible received its name
The English name Bible comes through Latin from the 
Greek expression ta biblia, meaning the books. The Greek 
words biblos and biblion could describe a book or scroll. 
Ancient writings circulated on papyrus or parchment 
before the familiar bound book became common. Over 
time, the plural expression for sacred books became the 
familiar singular name for the collection.

The Bible did not first become Scripture when someone 
bound its writings together or gave the collection an 
English name. Israel read sacred writings long before the 
church used the word Bible. Jesus refers to the Law, the 
Prophets, and the Psalms (Luke 24:44). The New Testament 
also uses expressions such as the Scriptures and the holy 
Scriptures. The name describes the collection; its Christian 
authority rests on God's revelation, not on the history of 
the English word.

The phrase Book of Books is a useful description, but it 
should not be mistaken for a literal translation of a 
biblical verse. Likewise, the Hebrew Bible has twenty-four 
books in its usual Jewish arrangement, containing the 
material of the thirty-nine Protestant Old Testament 
books. Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles are each counted as 
one; Ezra and Nehemiah are joined; the Twelve minor 
prophets are counted together. Different counting does not 
necessarily mean different content.

Key words for understanding Scripture
Survey means an overview that identifies major features 
and their relationships. A Bible survey asks what a book 
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says, who first received it, where it belongs in history, and 
how its message fits Scripture as a whole. It is wider than a 
verse study and shorter than a full commentary.

Scripture means sacred writing. Christians use the term 
for the biblical writings received as God's Word. 
Revelation means God's disclosure of Himself and His 
purposes. Creation points to His power, while Scripture 
tells the story of His acts and words, reaching its clearest 
personal expression in Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-3).

Inspiration describes God's work through the human 
writers of Scripture. It is more than an author feeling 
encouraged or creative. The biblical teaching is that 
Scripture comes from God and is useful for teaching and 
forming His people. Inspiration does not erase the writers' 
personalities, languages, research, or historical 
circumstances. Luke describes his investigation of earlier 
testimony in Luke 1:1-4.

Canon means the recognized collection of authoritative 
scriptural books. Its background is a word for a rule or 
measuring standard. Canonicity concerns a writing's 
status within that collection. The recognition of Scripture 
developed through the life of Israel and the early church; 
it was not the work of one person assembling all sixty-six 
books on one occasion.

Testament is a traditional name associated with covenant. 
A covenant is a binding relationship in which 
commitments are established. Scripture contains several 
covenants: with Noah, Abraham, Israel at Sinai, and David, 
and the new covenant promised through the prophets and 
established through Christ. The Old Testament collection 
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contains more than the Mosaic covenant alone. The New 
Testament collection explains the new covenant in Jesus 
and its consequences for God's people.

Israel may mean Jacob, the nation descended from him, 
or the northern kingdom after the monarchy divided. 
Context determines the meaning. Judah may mean Jacob's 
son, his tribe, or the southern kingdom. Gentiles means 
the nations beyond Israel. Church means the people called 
together in Christ, not merely a building. Jew and Gentile 
are reconciled in Him (Ephesians 2:11-22), while the 
history and promises of Israel continue to matter in 
biblical interpretation.

Gospel means good news. In Christian teaching, it 
announces salvation through Jesus Christ, especially His 
death and resurrection. The four Gospels are the biblical 
accounts of His life, ministry, death, and resurrection. An 
epistle is a letter, usually written to a church, a group of 
believers, or an individual.

Prophecy communicates God's message, including 
warning, correction, promise, and sometimes prediction. A 
prophet is not only someone who predicts future events. 
Apocalyptic writing uses visions and symbols to reveal 
God's rule, judgment, and final victory. Apocrypha is a 
term used in different ways for writings outside a 
particular recognized canon. Revelation is a canonical 
New Testament book with apocalyptic features; 
apocalyptic and apocryphal do not mean the same thing.

Context means the surroundings that help explain a 
passage: nearby sentences, the whole book, historical 
circumstances, and its place in Scripture. Genre means a 
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kind of writing. Hermeneutics is the study of 
interpretation. Exegesis draws meaning from the text; 
eisegesis reads an idea into it. Application asks how an 
understood teaching should shape life today.

Theophany means an appearance or manifestation of 
God. Christophany means an appearance understood as 
the pre-incarnate Christ. Christians interpret some Old 
Testament appearances in this way, but a passage should 
not be called an explicit identification of Jesus when it 
does not identify Him. Typology sees earlier people, 
events, or institutions as patterns fulfilled more fully in 
Christ. A type is not identical to its fulfilment in every 
detail.

Trinity names the Christian teaching that the one God is 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. There are not three gods, and 
the Father, Son, and Spirit are not merely three temporary 
roles. The Old Testament strongly affirms God's oneness 
and speaks of His Word and Spirit. The New Testament 
brings the relationship of Father, Son, and Spirit into 
clearer view, especially in Jesus' baptism and the 
command to baptize (Matthew 3:16-17; 28:19).

Languages translation and the Septuagint
Most of the Old Testament was written in Hebrew. 
Portions, including sections of Ezra and Daniel, are in 
Aramaic. The New Testament was written in Greek, 
commonly called Koine Greek, the widely used Greek of 
the period. Knowing this prevents the mistake of treating 
an English word as if it were the only possible expression 
of the original meaning.
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A translation carries the meaning of a text from one 
language into another. Some translations stay close to the 
form of the original; others express the meaning in more 
natural contemporary language. Both involve 
interpretation. Comparing reliable translations can help 
us notice difficult wording, but it does not give permission 
to choose whichever wording supports our favourite idea.

The Septuagint is the traditional name for ancient Greek 
translations of Jewish Scriptures. Its abbreviation LXX is 
the Roman numeral for seventy. A tradition preserved in 
the Letter of Aristeas connects the translation of the Law 
with seventy-two translators under Ptolemy II in 
Alexandria during the third century BC. The rest of the 
collection was translated over time. Alexander's conquests 
helped spread Greek culture, but Alexander did not 
personally commission the whole Septuagint. [1]

How the collection was recognized
The Old Testament writings were preserved, copied, read, 
and received through Israel's religious life. The New 
Testament writings circulated among early Christian 
communities. Churches valued their connection with 
apostolic witness, their agreement with the received faith, 
and their widespread use. These are useful historical 
considerations, not a single universal five-question 
examination applied by one committee.

In his Easter letter of AD 367, Athanasius lists the twenty-
seven books of the New Testament recognized today. His 
Old Testament list is not simply the modern Protestant list 
arranged in the same way. He is an important witness to 
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recognition, not the inventor of all biblical books or the 
sole person who gathered the entire Bible. His own letter 
makes these distinctions visible. [2]

This handbook follows the sixty-six-book Protestant canon 
requested for the survey. Catholic Bibles include 
additional Old Testament books, called deuterocanonical 
in that tradition, and Orthodox collections differ in their 
extent. We can state our arrangement clearly while 
describing other traditions respectfully. Judith and 
Maccabees will be discussed as background literature 
without being added to this handbook's sixty-six-book 
survey.

Reading faithfully
Begin with observation: who speaks, what happens, and 
what words are repeated? Then ask about meaning: what 
would the first audience have understood? Finally ask 
about application: what does this reveal about God, 
human life, and faithful obedience? Move in that order so 
personal application grows out of the passage rather than 
replacing it.

Narrative describes events, but not every action is an 
example to copy. Poetry uses images, so mountains 
clapping do not require a literal explanation of hands. 
Proverbs express wise patterns, not unconditional 
promises that every righteous person will become 
wealthy. Prophecy often addresses both an immediate 
situation and a wider hope. Letters answer particular 
pastoral problems. Visions use symbols whose meaning 
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should be sought first in Scripture and their historical 
setting.

The Bible's unity leads us to Christ, but it does not require 
us to turn every stone, colour, name, or number into a 
secret prediction of Him. The Passover connection is 
explicitly developed in 1 Corinthians 5:7. Joseph's rejection 
and later role as a rescuer provide a useful Christian 
comparison, but the New Testament does not identify 
every detail of Joseph's life as a type. Careful 
interpretation strengthens spiritual teaching by giving it a 
firm foundation.

Covenants and the thread of redemption
The covenant with Noah concerns the preservation of life 
after judgment (Genesis 9). The Abrahamic promises 
concern descendants, land, and blessing reaching the 
nations (Genesis 12; 15; 17). Sinai forms redeemed Israel 
into a covenant people with worship and social 
responsibilities (Exodus 19-24). The promise to David 
directs hope toward an enduring kingdom (2 Samuel 7). 
The new covenant promises forgiveness and inward 
renewal (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Luke 22:20).

These covenants develop the story rather than presenting 
five unrelated religions. God delivers Israel before giving 
the Sinai law. Grace is therefore present in the Old 
Testament, not absent until Matthew. The law exposes sin 
and orders Israel's life; Christ fulfils God's saving purpose. 
The new covenant does not mean God discovered that His 
earlier plan was a mistake. It reveals the fulfilment toward 
which the earlier promises pointed.
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Some Christian teachers organize history into 
dispensations, often seven. A dispensation is an 
administration or arrangement of God's dealings. That 
scheme can be a useful teaching framework within its 
tradition, but the Bible does not give a numbered seven-
part table. Other Christians use covenantal or redemptive-
historical frameworks. This survey follows the biblical 
story and states the covenants directly, allowing readers to 
distinguish Scripture from later systems of arrangement.

Reflection: Explain Bible survey in one sentence. Why does 
translation matter when quoting statistics? How would 
you distinguish a prophecy, a type, and an illustration?

Prayer: Father, help us read Your Word with 
understanding. Keep us humble where we do not know, 
obedient where You speak clearly, and faithful to Jesus 
Christ through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Part Two The arrangement of the books

Five Old Testament groupings
Pentateuch means the five-book collection: Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These 
books are also called the Law or Torah.

The five broad Christian groups are the Law, historical 
books, wisdom and poetry, major prophets, and minor 
prophets. Major and minor describe the relative length of 
the prophetic collections, not the value of their message or 
the spiritual importance of their writers. Lamentations is 
placed with the major prophets in this arrangement 
although it is primarily poetic lament. Daniel combines 
narrative and apocalyptic vision.

Group Books Number

Law or 
Pentateuch

Genesis Exodus Leviticus 
Numbers Deuteronomy

5

Historical books Joshua Judges Ruth 1 
and 2 Samuel 1 and 2 
Kings 1 and 2 Chronicles 
Ezra Nehemiah Esther

12

Wisdom and 
poetry

Job Psalms Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes Song of 
Solomon

5

Major prophets Isaiah Jeremiah 
Lamentations Ezekiel 
Daniel

5

Minor prophets Hosea Joel Amos 
Obadiah Jonah Micah 
Nahum Habakkuk 
Zephaniah Haggai 
Zechariah Malachi

12
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The Hebrew Bible uses the Law, the Prophets, and the 
Writings. Joshua through Kings belong among its Former 
Prophets, and books such as Daniel and Chronicles occur 
in the Writings. These arrangements highlight different 
aspects of the same collection. Book order is a reading 
structure; it is not a complete chronological timeline.

New Testament groupings
The New Testament contains four Gospels, one history of 
the early church, twenty-one letters, and one book of 
apocalyptic prophecy. The twenty-one letters comprise 
thirteen bearing Paul's name and eight usually grouped as 
general letters, including Hebrews. The author of Hebrews 
is not named and should not be confidently counted as 
Paul merely to produce fourteen Pauline letters.

Group Books Number

Gospels Matthew Mark Luke John 4

History Acts 1

Letters bearing 
Paul's name

Romans through Philemon 13

General letters Hebrews James 1 and 2 
Peter 1 and 2 and 3 John 
Jude

8

Apocalyptic 
prophecy

Revelation 1

Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called the Synoptic Gospels 
because they can be viewed together and share much 
material and a broadly related narrative shape. John is 
also a Gospel, but has a distinctive selection and 
arrangement. Synoptic does not mean that only three 
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books qualify as Gospels. The traditional portraits of Jesus 
as King, Servant, perfect Man, and divine Son are useful 
emphases, but every Gospel presents more than one 
aspect of His identity.

The pattern used for every book
Each survey begins with authorship and dating, followed 
by a key passage and purpose. The main message explains 
the book in connected paragraphs. The movement 
identifies its major sections or events. Christ and the 
Trinity distinguishes direct teaching from later Christian 
connections. Application shows how the message can 
shape faith and conduct. Read the suggested passages in 
their biblical context rather than memorizing only the 
survey.

Dates marked BC count backward toward the time before 
Christ; AD counts forward in the conventional Christian 
era. The abbreviation c. means approximately. Ancient 
regnal years, overlapping reigns, calendars, and uncertain 
composition dates can produce different scholarly dates. 
The charts below use approximate conventional dates and 
identify major uncertainties.
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Part Three The Law and the historical 
books

Genesis
Authorship and date: Traditionally associated with Moses and 
the Pentateuch. The text does not name a single writer; its 
composition and final form are debated. Traditional Mosaic 
dating lies in the second millennium BC.

Chapters: 50.

Key passage: Genesis 12:1-3.

Purpose: To explain beginnings and God's promise of blessing 
through Abraham's family.

Main message: God creates a good world and gives 
humanity dignity and responsibility. Sin breaks fellowship 
and spreads through families and societies, yet God 
continues to seek, judge, preserve, and promise. The story 
moves from all humanity to a particular family through 
whom blessing will reach the nations. Abraham is chosen 
by grace; his family is not chosen because every member 
is morally superior.

The family stories teach faith amid delay and failure. 
Abraham waits for Isaac; Jacob learns that God's blessing 
cannot be secured safely through deception; Joseph 
discovers that evil human actions do not defeat God's 
purposes. Genesis ends in Egypt, with the promise still 
awaiting fuller fulfilment. Its ending prepares us for 
Exodus.

Movement and events: Creation and fall occupy chapters 1-3. 
Cain and Abel, the flood, and Babel show the spread of sin and 
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God's preserving mercy in chapters 4-11. Abraham and Isaac 
develop covenant promises in chapters 12-26. Jacob's family 
and Joseph's journey carry the story toward Egypt in chapters 
27-50.

Christ and the Trinity: God's Spirit is present in creation 
(1:2). The New Testament identifies the Son's role in 
creation (John 1:1-3), and reads Adam in relation to Christ 
(Romans 5:12-21). Genesis 3:15 is traditionally read as the 
first promise pointing toward victory over evil. Genesis 
itself does not provide a full statement of Trinitarian 
doctrine.

Application: Honour every person as bearing God's 
image. Trust God's promises during long waiting. Joseph's 
forgiveness challenges us to resist revenge without calling 
evil good (50:20).

Exodus
Authorship and date: Traditionally Mosaic; passages describe 
Moses writing (17:14; 24:4). The dating of the exodus and the 
book's final composition is debated, with traditional event 
proposals in the fifteenth or thirteenth century BC.

Chapters: 40.

Key passage: Exodus 19:4-6.

Purpose: To show God's redemption of Israel and His presence 
among a covenant people.

Main message: The God who remembers His promise 
hears the cries of enslaved people. He confronts Pharaoh, 
brings Israel out, and leads them toward worship and 
covenant life. Deliverance is not only escape from 
suffering; it is freedom to belong to God and live under His 
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instruction. Israel receives the law after rescue, so 
obedience responds to grace.

The golden calf reveals how quickly rescued people can 
return to false worship. Moses intercedes, and God renews 
the covenant while taking sin seriously. The tabernacle 
brings the book to its climax: God's glory dwells among His 
people. The question raised is how a holy God can remain 
with sinful people.

Movement and events: Oppression, Moses' call, and the 
plagues lead to Passover in chapters 1-12. The sea crossing and 
wilderness journey occupy chapters 13-18. Covenant and law 
appear in chapters 19-24. Instructions, failure, renewal, and 
construction of the tabernacle fill chapters 25-40.

Christ and the Trinity: The Passover points toward Christ 
in 1 Corinthians 5:7. God's dwelling among Israel prepares 
Christian readers to understand John 1:14. The Spirit 
equips craftsmen (31:1-5). Identifying the burning-bush 
messenger as the pre-incarnate Son is a Christian 
interpretation, not an explicit name given in Exodus.

Application: Remember God's rescue before demanding 
blessings. Refuse idols that promise control. Use practical 
abilities for worship and service, as the tabernacle 
craftsmen did.

Leviticus
Authorship and date: Traditionally Mosaic, set during Israel's 
time at Sinai. Scholars discuss how its priestly material was 
collected and given its final written form.

Chapters: 27.

Key passage: Leviticus 19:2.
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Purpose: To teach a redeemed people how to worship and live 
before a holy God.

Main message: Holiness concerns the whole of life. 
Sacrifices, priesthood, purity, festivals, and social conduct 
belong together because Israel lives in God's presence. The 
regulations distinguish clean and unclean as well as right 
and wrong; ritual uncleanness is not always a personal 
moral failure. Readers should avoid treating every ancient 
purity rule as a direct command for Christians today.

The Day of Atonement addresses the pollution of sin and 
the need for cleansing. The holiness instructions also 
protect neighbours, labourers, strangers, and the poor. 
Leviticus therefore joins reverence in worship with justice 
in daily relationships. Love of neighbour appears within 
this setting (19:18).

Movement and events: Offerings occupy chapters 1-7; the 
priests' installation and the deaths of Nadab and Abihu appear 
in chapters 8-10. Purity laws lead to the Day of Atonement in 
chapters 11-16. Holy living and sacred times develop through 
chapters 17-27.

Christ and the Trinity: Hebrews 9-10 explains how 
Christ's priesthood and sacrifice surpass the repeated 
sacrifices. The book does not explicitly reveal Father, Son, 
and Spirit together; its strongest Christian connection is 
the holy God's provision of access and cleansing through 
Christ.

Application: Approach God with reverence. Let worship 
change how you treat vulnerable neighbours. Receive 
Christ's cleansing with gratitude rather than attempting to 
earn forgiveness through religious performance.
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Numbers
Authorship and date: Traditionally Mosaic, describing the 
wilderness years after Sinai. The final composition is debated.

Chapters: 36.

Key passage: Numbers 14:18.

Purpose: To explain the journey, rebellion, judgment, and 
preparation of a new generation.

Main message: God's people can possess promises and 
still resist the God who gave them. The censuses frame the 
transition between a generation that leaves Egypt and one 
preparing to enter Canaan. Fear, complaint, jealousy, and 
unbelief repeatedly obstruct the journey. God's 
faithfulness remains, but rebellion has consequences.

Moses also fails and does not enter the land. This prevents 
us from making even a great leader the centre of hope. 
God's blessing is stronger than Balaam's attempted curse, 
and the new generation is prepared for life beyond the 
wilderness. The book asks whether Israel will trust God's 
word when the road becomes difficult.

Movement and events: Organization at Sinai fills chapters 1-10. 
Complaints, the spies, Korah's rebellion, and further failures 
develop in chapters 11-21. Balaam and the Moab crisis appear 
in chapters 22-25. A new census and arrangements for the land 
occupy chapters 26-36.

Christ and the Trinity: Jesus uses the lifted bronze 
serpent to explain His saving death (John 3:14-15). The 
Spirit rests on appointed leaders (Numbers 11:25). 
Balaam's star-and-sceptre oracle has a traditional 



THE BIBLE SURVEY  |  THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

29

messianic reading (24:17), but not every wilderness object 
should be given an invented symbolic meaning.

Application: Examine complaints before they become 
rebellion. Trust God without denying real difficulties. 
Encourage the next generation rather than passing on a 
habit of fear.

Deuteronomy
Authorship and date: Presents Moses' final teaching on the 
plains of Moab; his death in chapter 34 involves a later 
narrator. Mosaic association is traditional, while the book's 
written development is debated.

Chapters: 34.

Key passage: Deuteronomy 6:4-5.

Purpose: To renew covenant commitment before Israel enters 
the land.

Main message: Remembering God's acts should lead to 
loving obedience. Moses retells the journey, teaches the 
law, and warns that prosperity can produce forgetfulness. 
The covenant concerns the heart as well as behaviour. 
Families are instructed to teach God's words in ordinary 
daily life, not only during public ceremonies.

Blessings and curses explain the seriousness of covenant 
faithfulness. Yet the book also anticipates restoration and 
a changed heart after failure (30:1-10). Moses' death closes 
the Pentateuch while leaving Israel at the border of 
fulfilment. God's promise continues beyond the life of His 
servant.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-4 remember the journey. 
Chapters 5-26 teach covenant life, including the commandments 
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and love for God. Chapters 27-30 present covenant commitment, 
warning, and hope. Chapters 31-34 commission Joshua and 
record Moses' final words and death.

Christ and the Trinity: Jesus quotes Deuteronomy during 
temptation (Matthew 4). The prophet like Moses is applied 
to Jesus in Acts 3:22-26. God's oneness in 6:4 remains 
foundational to Christian confession; the Trinity does not 
replace it with belief in three gods.

Application: Teach Scripture at home through 
conversation and example. Remember grace when life 
becomes comfortable. Love God with the whole person 
rather than offering outward obedience alone.

Joshua
Authorship and date: Anonymous, traditionally associated 
with Joshua, with later notices such as his death. Set after 
Moses; conventional conquest proposals fall in the fifteenth or 
thirteenth century BC.

Chapters: 24.

Key passage: Joshua 24:15.

Purpose: To describe entry into the land and summon Israel to 
covenant faithfulness.

Main message: God keeps His promise, but the people 
must respond with trust and obedience. The crossing of 
the Jordan and the fall of Jericho show dependence on 
God's direction. Achan's sin demonstrates that victory does 
not remove accountability. Land distribution matters 
because the promise concerns a people living together, not 
only military achievement.
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The conquest narratives raise serious moral questions. 
They belong to a particular account of divine judgment 
and ancient Israel's mission; they are not permission for 
Christians to attack people of another religion. Joshua ends 
by demanding a clear choice about worship and loyalty.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-5 prepare and cross into the 
land. Chapters 6-12 describe campaigns and failures. Chapters 
13-22 distribute territory and address tribal responsibilities. 
Chapters 23-24 give farewell instruction and covenant renewal.

Christ and the Trinity: Hebrews 4:8-11 distinguishes the 
rest under Joshua from the fuller rest offered by God. The 
commander in Joshua 5:13-15 is sometimes interpreted as 
a Christophany, but the text does not explicitly name Jesus 
or state the Trinity.

Application: Courage grows from obedience rather than 
self-confidence. Honour God's provision without forgetting 
those affected by your decisions. Make a clear 
commitment to serve the Lord.

Judges
Authorship and date: Anonymous; traditionally linked with 
Samuel, but the final form looks back on the era before 
kingship.

Chapters: 21.

Key passage: Judges 21:25.

Purpose: To show the moral collapse produced by abandoning 
covenant faithfulness.

Main message: Israel repeatedly turns to other gods, 
suffers oppression, cries for help, and receives a deliverer. 
The pattern does not mean the nation steadily improves. 



THE BIBLE SURVEY  |  THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

32

Its leaders and communities become increasingly 
compromised. A judge is a regional deliverer or leader, not 
simply someone presiding over a courtroom.

Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson show God's 
ability to work through imperfect people. Their inclusion 
does not approve every decision they make. The final 
stories expose violence, exploitation, and civil conflict. The 
reader learns to long for faithful rule rather than celebrate 
personal freedom without moral boundaries.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-2 explain incomplete 
occupation and covenant failure. Chapters 3-16 recount the 
judges. Chapters 17-21 describe corrupted worship and social 
collapse.

Christ and the Trinity: The Spirit empowers several 
deliverers (3:10; 6:34; 14:6). Their partial rescues create a 
Christian contrast with Christ's faithful deliverance. 
Samson's strength is not an exact picture of Jesus in every 
episode, and the book does not explicitly set out 
Trinitarian doctrine.

Application: Do not confuse ability with maturity. 
Measure leaders by faithfulness as well as results. Resist a 
culture in which everyone treats personal desire as the 
final moral authority.

Ruth
Authorship and date: Anonymous, traditionally attributed to 
Samuel; set during the judges and written with knowledge of 
David's ancestry.

Chapters: 4.

Key passage: Ruth 1:16-17.



THE BIBLE SURVEY  |  THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

33

Purpose: To show covenant kindness and God's provision 
through an ordinary family.

Main message: A famine, migration, and bereavement 
bring Naomi and Ruth into deep uncertainty. Ruth, a 
Moabite widow, commits herself to Naomi and Israel's 
God. Her faithfulness is expressed through work, care, and 
courage. God works through human kindness rather than 
a succession of spectacular miracles.

Boaz acts as a family redeemer, handling the matter 
publicly and honourably. The ending reaches beyond the 
family to the ancestry of David. An outsider becomes part 
of the line through which the Christian reader will trace 
Jesus. God's purpose includes people whom a community 
might overlook.

Movement and events: Chapter 1 moves from loss to return. 
Chapter 2 describes gleaning and protection. Chapter 3 seeks a 
secure future. Chapter 4 records redemption, marriage, birth, 
and genealogy.

Christ and the Trinity: Matthew 1:5 includes Ruth in 
Jesus' genealogy. Boaz provides a limited analogy of costly 
family redemption, not an explicit identification as Christ. 
No verse in Ruth directly states the Trinity; its providence 
belongs to the wider biblical witness to God.

Application: Show faithful love when another person's 
life becomes inconvenient. Protect vulnerable workers. 
Trust that ordinary kindness can become part of a purpose 
larger than you can see.
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First Samuel
Authorship and date: Anonymous; uses traditions associated 
with Samuel, Saul, and David. Samuel cannot have written the 
whole book because his death is recorded in chapter 25. Set 
around the eleventh century BC.

Chapters: 31.

Key passage: 1 Samuel 16:7.

Purpose: To explain the rise of kingship and contrast outward 
appearance with faithful leadership.

Main message: Hannah's prayer introduces the God who 
lifts the lowly. Samuel leads through a transition from 
judges to kings. Israel asks for a king, and Saul's story 
reveals how fear, impatience, and disobedience can 
destroy a promising leader. Royal power does not place 
anyone above God's word.

David is chosen while still an unlikely candidate. His 
conflict with Goliath and his refusal to kill Saul show trust 
in God's rule. David is not yet presented as flawless, but 
the contrast with Saul teaches that leadership is tested in 
hidden choices as well as public achievements.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-7 follow Hannah, Samuel, 
and the ark. Chapters 8-15 describe Saul's rise and rejection. 
Chapters 16-31 trace David's anointing, Saul's hostility, and 
Saul's death.

Christ and the Trinity: The Spirit comes upon David 
(16:13). His anointing begins the royal line that later points 
toward the Messiah. The book does not teach that David is 
divine or explicitly reveal all three persons of the Trinity.
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Application: Do not choose leaders by appearance alone. 
Obedience matters more than religious excuses (15:22). 
Refuse to seize a promised future through wrongdoing.

Second Samuel
Authorship and date: Anonymous, continuing the same 
historical work as 1 Samuel. Set chiefly during David's reign, 
conventionally c. 1010-970 BC.

Chapters: 24.

Key passage: 2 Samuel 7:12-16.

Purpose: To recount David's kingdom and God's promise 
concerning his house.

Main message: David unites the kingdom and brings the 
ark to Jerusalem. God promises an enduring royal house, 
extending hope beyond David's own lifetime. Yet the book 
places covenant promise beside moral failure. David's 
abuse of power against Bathsheba and Uriah cannot be 
excused by his earlier faithfulness.

Nathan confronts the king, and forgiveness does not 
cancel every painful consequence. Family violence and 
Absalom's rebellion expose the damage produced by sin. 
The book therefore combines hope in God's promise with 
a searching warning about power, accountability, and 
repentance.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-5 describe David's rise over 
all Israel. Chapters 6-10 establish Jerusalem and the covenant. 
Chapters 11-20 recount David's failure and its aftermath. 
Chapters 21-24 collect concluding episodes, songs, and the 
census crisis.
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Christ and the Trinity: The Davidic promise forms a 
major background to Jesus' kingship (Luke 1:32-33). David 
speaks of God's Spirit in 23:2. The covenant points toward 
Christ without making every act of David a model of the 
Son.

Application: Accept correction, especially when you hold 
authority. Do not conceal wrongdoing behind a successful 
reputation. Place final hope in God's faithful King rather 
than in a human ruler.

First Kings
Authorship and date: Anonymous; draws on earlier royal 
records and forms one work with 2 Kings. Its final perspective is 
commonly associated with the exilic period.

Chapters: 22.

Key passage: 1 Kings 8:56-61.

Purpose: To evaluate the kings by their faithfulness to God.

Main message: Solomon's wisdom and temple mark a 
high point, but divided loyalty undermines the kingdom. 
After his death, Rehoboam's harshness and Jeroboam's 
alternative worship help establish two kingdoms. The 
northern kingdom is Israel; the southern is Judah. Political 
success is not the book's final standard for judging a king.

Elijah confronts royal idolatry and reminds Israel that the 
Lord, not Baal, gives life. The Carmel contest and Naboth's 
vineyard join worship with justice. A ruler who claims 
religious legitimacy while exploiting a neighbour stands 
under God's judgment.
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Movement and events: Chapters 1-11 follow Solomon. Chapters 
12-16 describe division and early rulers. Chapters 17-22 
concentrate on Elijah, Ahab, and conflict over true worship.

Christ and the Trinity: Solomon's temple and wisdom 
prepare connections with Christ, who speaks of something 
greater than Solomon (Matthew 12:42). God sustains His 
prophetic servants, but the book does not explicitly 
formulate the Trinity.

Application: Guard the heart when success increases. 
Reject worship shaped merely for political convenience. 
Defend neighbours whose rights are threatened by the 
powerful.

Second Kings
Authorship and date: Anonymous, continuing 1 Kings; final 
material includes events during exile in the sixth century BC.

Chapters: 25.

Key passage: 2 Kings 17:13-15.

Purpose: To explain the falls of Israel and Judah in covenant 
terms.

Main message: God's prophetic word confronts both 
kingdoms through Elijah, Elisha, and later prophets. 
Miracles show His power and compassion, but repeated 
warnings are resisted. The fall of Samaria to Assyria and 
Jerusalem to Babylon are not portrayed merely as 
unfortunate military defeats. They reveal the 
consequences of sustained covenant unfaithfulness.

Hezekiah and Josiah show that reform is possible, yet their 
efforts do not erase the nation's long history of failure. The 
closing release of Jehoiachin provides a small sign that the 
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Davidic story is not completely extinguished. Judgment is 
real, but the reader is not left without hope.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-13 emphasize Elijah, Elisha, 
and Israel. Chapters 14-17 lead to Samaria's fall in 722/721 BC. 
Chapters 18-25 follow Judah through reform, decline, and 
Jerusalem's destruction in 587/586 BC.

Christ and the Trinity: Luke 4:27 recalls Elisha and 
Naaman to show God's mercy reaching beyond Israel. The 
failure of earthly rulers deepens the need for a faithful 
Messiah. Explicit Trinitarian teaching is not present.

Application: Hear correction before crisis makes change 
unavoidable. Repentance concerns conduct and worship 
together. Trust God's purposes even when a familiar 
institution collapses.

First Chronicles
Authorship and date: Anonymous, traditionally associated 
with Ezra; composed in the postexilic period, often dated 
broadly to the fifth or fourth century BC.

Chapters: 29.

Key passage: 1 Chronicles 16:8-12.

Purpose: To reconnect a restored community with its ancestry, 
worship, and Davidic hope.

Main message: The genealogies are not filler. They place 
the returned community within God's long dealings with 
humanity and Israel. The account then concentrates on 
David's preparations for temple worship. Compared with 
Samuel, the selection serves a different pastoral purpose: 
to encourage a community rebuilding identity after exile.
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David organizes service and gathers resources, but 
Solomon will build the temple. Worship involves memory, 
generosity, ordered service, and dependence on God. The 
story emphasizes that a generation can contribute to work 
it will not personally complete.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-9 present genealogies. 
Chapter 10 recounts Saul's death. Chapters 11-29 follow David, 
the ark, temple preparations, and succession.

Christ and the Trinity: The Davidic covenant in chapter 
17 contributes to the hope fulfilled in Jesus. The focus on 
God's presence supports Christian reflection on worship, 
but the genealogy does not encode a separate Trinitarian 
message.

Application: Value the people and history that formed 
your community. Prepare faithfully for the next 
generation. Give with gratitude, remembering that what 
we possess comes from God (29:14).

Second Chronicles
Authorship and date: Anonymous, the continuation of 
Chronicles; postexilic, broadly fifth or fourth century BC.

Chapters: 36.

Key passage: 2 Chronicles 7:14.

Purpose: To teach Judah's restored community through the 
history of temple, kings, repentance, and exile.

Main message: Solomon's temple represents worship and 
dependence on God's presence. The later kings are 
assessed by their response to God, His prophets, and His 
worship. The book repeatedly stresses seeking the Lord, 
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humility, and reform. These themes address people 
rebuilding their own communal life.

Second Chronicles 7:14 belongs first to God's covenant 
dealings with Israel and its land. Christians can learn 
humility and repentance from it without turning it into an 
unconditional promise that every modern nation will 
become prosperous. The final decree of Cyrus opens the 
way home and prevents exile from being the last word.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-9 follow Solomon. Chapters 
10-35 trace Judah's rulers and reforms. Chapter 36 recounts 
collapse, exile, and the permission to return.

Christ and the Trinity: The temple and Davidic line 
prepare the larger biblical movement toward Christ. The 
Spirit speaks through prophetic messengers (15:1; 24:20). 
The book offers these elements without explicitly defining 
the Trinity.

Application: Seek God before seeking favourable 
circumstances. Let repentance change communal conduct. 
Support faithful reform while resisting simplistic formulas 
about national blessing.

Ezra
Authorship and date: Traditionally associated with Ezra, 
combining narrative, documents, and first-person material. Set 
in Persian rule after 538 BC; Ezra's arrival is commonly dated to 
458 BC, though chronology is debated.

Chapters: 10.

Key passage: Ezra 7:10.

Purpose: To describe the restoration of temple worship and 
covenant instruction.
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Main message: Return from exile is a gift, but rebuilding 
requires courage, patience, and careful obedience. The 
temple project meets opposition and discouragement. 
Prophetic encouragement and Persian authorization help 
the community resume work. God can use an imperial 
decree without making the empire morally perfect.

Ezra teaches that restoration must reach conduct as well 
as buildings. The marriage crisis in chapters 9-10 concerns 
covenant compromise in a particular ancient setting. It 
should not be used to endorse racial prejudice or to 
command Christians to dissolve existing marriages 
contrary to 1 Corinthians 7:12-16.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-6 recount return and temple 
rebuilding, completed in 515 BC. Chapters 7-10 introduce Ezra's 
mission, teaching, and reform.

Christ and the Trinity: Restored worship and renewed 
attention to Scripture prepare the later setting of Jesus' 
ministry. Christ provides access to God beyond a building. 
Ezra contains no explicit full Trinitarian formula.

Application: Study, practise, and teach Scripture in that 
order. Rebuilding outward structures is not enough if the 
heart remains unchanged. Handle difficult ancient 
practices within their covenant setting.

Nehemiah
Authorship and date: Contains Nehemiah's memoirs within a 
compiled work. Set in the reign of Artaxerxes I; the first mission 
to Jerusalem is commonly dated to 445/444 BC.

Chapters: 13.

Key passage: Nehemiah 8:8.
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Purpose: To describe rebuilding Jerusalem and renewing the 
community's covenant life.

Main message: Prayer and practical planning belong 
together. Nehemiah asks for resources, organizes workers, 
confronts intimidation, and addresses exploitation among 
the people. A repaired wall cannot compensate for 
injustice inside the city. Leadership protects both the 
project and the people working on it.

Public reading of the law leads to understanding, worship, 
confession, and commitments. Later failures show that a 
signed agreement is not the same as lasting faithfulness. 
Renewal must continue after the celebration ends. The 
book connects physical security with spiritual and social 
responsibility.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-7 describe the wall project 
and the community's organization. Chapters 8-10 describe 
Scripture, confession, and covenant renewal. Chapters 11-13 
address settlement, dedication, and reform.

Christ and the Trinity: God's good Spirit instructed Israel 
(9:20). The need for lasting inward renewal connects with 
the new covenant fulfilled in Christ. Nehemiah does not 
identify itself as an explicit revelation of three divine 
persons.

Application: Combine prayer with responsible 
preparation. Explain Scripture so people understand it. 
Refuse financial exploitation, and continue reform after 
the public success of a project.
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Esther
Authorship and date: Anonymous; Mordecai is a traditional 
suggestion, not an explicit author signature. Set under 
Ahasuerus, usually identified with Xerxes I, 486-465 BC.

Chapters: 10.

Key passage: Esther 4:14.

Purpose: To explain Jewish deliverance and the remembrance 
celebrated at Purim.

Main message: Jews living within the Persian empire face 
annihilation through Haman's hostility. Esther and 
Mordecai respond with courage, timing, fasting, and 
coordinated action. The Hebrew form does not explicitly 
name God, yet Christian readers recognize providence 
through the sequence of events. We should not invent an 
explicit prayer or divine speech where this text does not 
record one.

Esther risks approaching the king and uses her position to 
protect her people. The reversal exposes the insecurity of 
power and the seriousness of ethnic hatred. The story 
encourages responsible action rather than passive waiting 
for someone else to solve a community's danger.

Movement and events: Chapters 1-2 establish the court and 
Esther's position. Chapters 3-7 develop the threat and its 
reversal. Chapters 8-10 describe deliverance, defence, and 
Purim.

Christ and the Trinity: Esther's mediation offers a limited 
Christian analogy with intercession, not an explicit type 
established by the New Testament. No direct Trinitarian 
disclosure appears in the Hebrew book.
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Application: Use influence to protect others. Seek wise 
timing without hiding behind silence. Never treat hostility 
toward a people group as an acceptable instrument of 
personal ambition.
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Part Four Wisdom poetry and worship

Job
Authorship and date: Anonymous; both the narrative setting 
and composition date are uncertain. The ancient family setting 
should not be confused with a proven date of writing.

Chapters: 42.

Key passage: Job 42:5-6.

Purpose: To examine righteous suffering and the limits of 
human explanations.

Main message: Job suffers losses that cannot be explained 
by the simplistic claim that every painful event is 
punishment for personal sin. His friends defend a neat 
system, but their speeches do not fully explain his 
situation. The reader sees a heavenly dimension 
unavailable to Job and his friends. Their confident 
accusations therefore become a warning against speaking 
beyond our knowledge.

Job's lament is honest, and God's answer reveals the 
vastness of divine wisdom. The ending does not teach that 
suffering is unimportant or that every believer will receive 
double possessions in this life. It calls readers to humility, 
trust, and compassionate presence before mysteries they 
cannot control.

Movement: Chapters 1-2 establish the crisis. Chapters 3-31 
contain lament and dialogue. Chapters 32-37 contain Elihu's 
speeches. Chapters 38-42 bring God's response and the 
conclusion.
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Christ and the Trinity: Job 19:25 expresses hope in a 
living redeemer; its immediate meaning and later 
Christian application should be distinguished. Christ 
reveals God's solidarity with suffering humanity. Job does 
not explicitly formulate the Trinity.

Application: Comfort sufferers before explaining them. 
Ask honest questions without assuming God has 
abandoned you. Let wisdom include knowing when to be 
silent.

Psalms
Authorship and date: A collection associated with David, 
Asaph, the sons of Korah, Moses, Solomon, and anonymous 
writers, formed over centuries.

Chapters: 150 psalms.

Key passage: Psalm 150:6.

Purpose: To provide words for worship, lament, gratitude, 
confession, wisdom, and hope.

Main message: Faith has a language for every season. The 
Psalms teach us to rejoice, grieve, confess, wait, and ask 
for justice before God. Their poetry gives emotional and 
theological expression to covenant life. A lament is not 
necessarily unbelief; it can be the speech of someone who 
continues to seek God in darkness.

The collection has five books, ending at Psalms 41, 72, 89, 
106, and 150. Different psalms serve different purposes, so 
they should not all be read as direct predictions. Royal and 
messianic psalms become especially important in the New 
Testament's account of Jesus.
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Movement: Notice praise, lament, thanksgiving, wisdom, royal 
songs, and pilgrimage songs. Psalm 1 introduces the faithful life; 
Psalm 2 introduces God's king. The collection ultimately moves 
toward praise while retaining the reality of pain.

Christ and the Trinity: Psalm 110 is applied to Jesus' 
kingship and priesthood. Psalm 22 informs the passion 
accounts. Psalm 51:11 names God's Holy Spirit. Christian 
reading brings these strands together through the New 
Testament rather than claiming every psalm directly 
names the Trinity.

Application: Bring your whole life into prayer. Learn to 
praise without ignoring suffering. Use the psalms to 
develop truthful speech before God.

Proverbs
Authorship and date: Many sayings are associated with 
Solomon; other collections name the wise, Agur, and Lemuel. 
Hezekiah's men copied a collection (25:1).

Chapters: 31.

Key passage: Proverbs 1:7.

Purpose: To form wise conduct rooted in reverence for God.

Main message: Wisdom learns how actions shape life. 
Speech, work, friendship, sexuality, money, justice, and 
family all belong within God's moral order. The fear of the 
Lord is reverent recognition of His authority, not a belief 
that He wants us constantly terrified. A wise person 
remains teachable.

Proverbs generally describe patterns, not mechanical 
guarantees. Diligence usually helps provision, but the book 
does not prove that every poor person is lazy. Proverbs 
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26:4-5 places apparently opposite instructions together 
because wise response depends on circumstances. 
Wisdom requires discernment, not merely repeating a 
rule.

Movement: Chapters 1-9 introduce wisdom through extended 
instruction. Chapters 10-29 contain collections of sayings. 
Chapters 30-31 include Agur, Lemuel, and the capable woman's 
portrait.

Christ and the Trinity: Christ is called God's wisdom in 1 
Corinthians 1:24. Personified Wisdom in Proverbs 8 is 
poetic speech; it should not be used to teach that the 
eternal Son was created. Proverbs does not directly define 
the Trinity.

Application: Listen before answering. Work faithfully, 
speak truthfully, and handle money justly. Measure 
wisdom by its fruit in relationships rather than by the 
ability to quote sayings.

Ecclesiastes
Authorship and date: The teacher, Qoheleth, is presented with 
royal associations traditionally linked to Solomon. Authorship 
and composition date are debated.

Chapters: 12.

Key passage: Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.

Purpose: To examine life's limits and call readers to reverent 
living.

Main message: Human beings cannot secure lasting 
meaning through pleasure, wealth, achievements, or 
complete control of the future. The repeated word often 
translated vanity suggests breath or vapour: life is elusive 
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and fleeting. The teacher observes injustice, mortality, and 
the limits of wisdom without pretending that every 
question has a simple answer.

The book also encourages receiving ordinary gifts with 
gratitude: food, work, companionship, and the seasons of 
life. Its observations from under the sun should be read as 
part of the whole argument, not isolated into final 
declarations that nothing matters. The conclusion directs 
the reader toward God and accountability.

Movement: Chapters 1-2 test pursuits of meaning. Chapters 3-
11 consider time, work, injustice, wisdom, and uncertainty. 
Chapter 12 reflects on ageing and gives the final call.

Christ and the Trinity: The book does not explicitly 
reveal the Trinity. Christian readers hear its questions 
about death and meaning alongside the resurrection hope 
offered in Christ, while allowing Ecclesiastes to voice its 
own searching observations.

Application: Enjoy God's gifts without turning them into 
ultimate security. Accept limits on your control. Live 
responsibly because fleeting life still matters before God.

Song of Solomon
Authorship and date: Also called Song of Songs; associated 
with Solomon, though the precise relationship of the title to 
authorship is debated.

Chapters: 8.

Key passage: Song of Solomon 8:6-7.

Purpose: To celebrate love, desire, and faithful relationship 
through poetry.
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Main message: The song presents affection, admiration, 
longing, and the power of love. It honours embodied 
human life rather than treating physical attraction as 
inherently shameful. The changing speakers and poetic 
scenes should be followed carefully. It is a collection of 
love poetry, not a step-by-step manual in chronological 
order.

Jewish and Christian interpreters have also read the song 
as an image of God's love for His people or Christ's love for 
the church. Such readings belong to a history of 
theological interpretation. They should not erase the 
poetry's plain celebration of human love or turn every 
physical image into a secret doctrinal symbol.

Movement: Follow the lovers' speech, separation, searching, 
reunion, and affirmations of love. The repeated caution about 
awakening love encourages respect for its seriousness and 
timing.

Christ and the Trinity: Ephesians 5:25-32 gives an explicit 
New Testament connection between marriage and Christ's 
love. Song of Solomon itself does not directly state this 
connection or articulate the Trinity.

Application: Honour mutual dignity and faithful love. 
Resist manipulation and exploitation. Let affection be 
joined with responsibility, patience, and commitment.
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Part Five Major prophets

Isaiah
Authorship and date: Associated with Isaiah son of Amoz, 
active in the eighth century BC under Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah (1:1). Many scholars discuss later exilic and postexilic 
material in chapters 40-66; traditional views maintain Isaiah's 
prophetic authorship.

Chapters: 66.

Key passage: Isaiah 53:5-6.

Purpose: To proclaim God's holiness, judgment, and saving 
hope.

Main message: Judah's worship is unacceptable when 
separated from justice and trust. Isaiah confronts fear-
driven alliances and announces that God's rule extends 
beyond Judah to the nations. Judgment does not cancel the 
promise of a faithful remnant and a coming ruler. Hope 
depends on God's character, not merely on the survival of 
royal institutions.

The servant passages show salvation through costly 
service and suffering. Comfort to exiles and visions of 
restored creation broaden the message beyond immediate 
political crisis. Christians read these passages in 
connection with Jesus while also attending to their original 
setting and literary development.

Movement: Chapters 1-39 emphasize judgment, nations, and 
the Assyrian crisis. Chapters 40-55 emphasize comfort, 
deliverance, and the servant. Chapters 56-66 address restored 
life, true worship, and new creation.
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Christ and the Trinity: Isaiah 9:6-7 contributes to 
messianic hope; chapter 53 is applied to Christ. The Spirit 
rests on the promised figure (11:2; 61:1). Fatherly 
language, servant mission, and Spirit should be read 
alongside the fuller New Testament revelation rather than 
treated as a complete Nicene formula.

Application: Unite worship with justice. Trust God when 
fear encourages compromise. Receive the salvation 
accomplished through Christ's suffering.

Jeremiah
Authorship and date: Associated with Jeremiah, with Baruch 
participating in writing (36). Ministry begins under Josiah, c. 
627/626 BC, and continues beyond Jerusalem's fall.

Chapters: 52.

Key passage: Jeremiah 31:31-34.

Purpose: To warn Judah and announce hope beyond judgment.

Main message: Covenant language cannot protect a 
people who persistently reject covenant life. Jeremiah 
challenges confidence in the temple when injustice and 
idolatry continue outside it. He faces rejection because 
truthful warning is less welcome than promises of 
effortless security. His grief shows that announcing 
judgment is not the same as enjoying it.

God promises a new covenant with forgiveness and His 
law written upon hearts. The prophet also advises exiles to 
seek the welfare of their place of residence (29:7). 
Jeremiah 29:11 therefore belongs to a long exile and 
restoration promise, not a guarantee of immediate 
personal success.
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Movement: Chapters 1-25 develop call and warning. Chapters 
26-45 recount conflicts, hope, siege, and aftermath. Chapters 46-
51 address nations. Chapter 52 reviews Jerusalem's fall.

Christ and the Trinity: Jesus establishes the new 
covenant (Luke 22:20), and Hebrews 8 quotes Jeremiah's 
promise. God's renewing work is understood by Christians 
through Father, Son, and Spirit; Jeremiah does not 
explicitly give a three-person formula.

Application: Do not use religious identity to excuse 
wrongdoing. Speak truth with grief and love. Serve 
faithfully in difficult circumstances while waiting for God's 
promised renewal.

Lamentations
Authorship and date: Anonymous, traditionally associated 
with Jeremiah; composed in response to Jerusalem's destruction 
in 587/586 BC.

Chapters: 5.

Key passage: Lamentations 3:22-24.

Purpose: To give poetic expression to communal devastation, 
confession, and hope.

Main message: The book refuses to make catastrophe 
emotionally tidy. Jerusalem is pictured in grief, and the 
poems describe hunger, shame, loss, and broken 
communal life. Suffering is brought before God rather 
than hidden beneath cheerful language. The poems' 
careful structures give form to pain that otherwise feels 
overwhelming.

Hope in God's mercy appears within lament, not after 
every problem has disappeared. The closing plea remains 
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open and anguished. This teaches readers that faith can 
continue to pray without claiming complete emotional 
resolution. Lamentations should never be used to tell 
grieving people to stop mourning quickly.

Movement: Chapters 1-2 lament the city and judgment. Chapter 
3 combines personal anguish with remembered mercy. Chapter 
4 recalls social collapse. Chapter 5 becomes a communal appeal 
for restoration.

Christ and the Trinity: There is no explicit Trinitarian 
statement. Christians relate the book's grief and hope to 
the God revealed in the suffering and risen Christ, while 
recognizing that its immediate subject is devastated 
Jerusalem.

Application: Make room for truthful grief. Confess 
communal wrongdoing without blaming every sufferer 
individually. Hold mercy and pain together in prayer.

Ezekiel
Authorship and date: Associated with Ezekiel, a priest among 
the Babylonian exiles; dated visions run approximately 593-571 
BC.

Chapters: 48.

Key passage: Ezekiel 36:26-27.

Purpose: To explain judgment and announce restoration 
through God's renewing presence.

Main message: Exile does not confine God to a ruined 
temple or a lost homeland. Ezekiel sees divine glory 
among the displaced people. Symbolic actions and visions 
expose idolatry and injustice. Jerusalem's fall confirms the 
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warnings, after which the message increasingly turns 
toward renewal.

Restoration requires more than a change of address. God 
promises a new heart and His Spirit, pictures life 
returning to dry bones, and condemns shepherds who 
exploit the flock. The final temple vision presents ordered 
holiness and God's returning presence. Christians differ on 
how its future details should be understood.

Movement: Chapters 1-24 concern call and judgment on 
Jerusalem. Chapters 25-32 address nations. Chapters 33-39 
promise renewed people and leadership. Chapters 40-48 present 
the temple and restored land.

Christ and the Trinity: The faithful shepherd in chapter 
34 connects with Jesus' shepherd teaching. The promise of 
God's Spirit in chapter 36 supports New Testament 
accounts of renewal. The vision's living creatures are not 
themselves four persons of God.

Application: Reject leaders who consume rather than care 
for people. Seek inward renewal. Trust that God remains 
present when familiar structures are lost.

Daniel
Authorship and date: Traditionally associated with Daniel in 
the sixth-century Babylonian exile. Many scholars date the 
book's final form to the second-century crisis under Antiochus 
IV; distinguish narrative setting from proposed composition 
date.

Chapters: 12.

Key passage: Daniel 7:13-14.



THE BIBLE SURVEY  |  THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

56

Purpose: To encourage faithful endurance under empires and 
confidence in God's kingdom.

Main message: God rules above human kings. Daniel and 
his companions practise loyalty in a foreign court without 
surrendering their worship. The furnace and lions' den 
show God's power, but they do not promise every faithful 
believer rescue from physical death. The visions portray 
arrogant powers that rise and fall while God's dominion 
endures.

Chapters 8 and 11 help connect the biblical story with the 
later Greek and Seleucid world. Daniel 8:20-21 identifies 
the ram with Media-Persia and the goat with Greece. 
Interpretations of some other symbolic details vary; 
symbols should not become permission to set unsupported 
modern dates.

Movement: Chapters 1-6 contain court narratives. Chapters 7-
12 contain visions of kingdoms, conflict, judgment, and 
resurrection hope.

Christ and the Trinity: Jesus uses Son of Man language 
that draws on Daniel 7. The figure receives dominion 
before the Ancient of Days. Daniel 3:25 records a pagan 
king's description of the fourth figure; verse 28 calls the 
deliverer God's angel. Identifying him specifically as Christ 
is an interpretation.

Application: Remain faithful under pressure. Pray 
regularly, not only in emergencies. Place hope in God's 
kingdom rather than the apparent permanence of an 
empire.
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Part Six Minor prophets

Hosea
Authorship and date: Hosea, active in the eighth century BC; 
1:1 names Jeroboam II and Judah's kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah.

Chapters: 14.

Key passage: Hosea 6:6.

Purpose: To expose Israel's covenant unfaithfulness and 
proclaim God's persistent call to return.

Main message: Hosea's family story presents the pain of 
broken covenant love. Israel pursues idols and political 
security while neglecting the Lord. God's love is not 
indifference to wrongdoing; judgment reveals the 
seriousness of betrayal. The prophet repeatedly calls 
people away from religious appearances toward 
knowledge of God and faithful love.

The final invitation to return brings healing and 
restoration into view. Marriage imagery must not be used 
to command a person to remain in danger or to excuse 
abuse. Its prophetic purpose is to expose Israel's 
unfaithfulness and reveal God's covenant concern.

Movement: Chapters 1-3 introduce the family sign. Chapters 4-
13 address Israel's failures. Chapter 14 calls for repentance and 
promises healing.

Christ and the Trinity: Matthew 2:15 applies Hosea 11:1 
to Jesus within an Israel-and-Son pattern. Hosea first 
speaks about Israel's exodus; the later application does not 
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erase that context. The book does not explicitly define the 
Trinity.

Application: Seek a relationship with God deeper than 
ritual performance. Return honestly after failure. Let 
faithful love shape conduct toward neighbours.

Joel
Authorship and date: Joel son of Pethuel; no king is named. 
Proposed dates range from preexilic to postexilic times.

Chapters: 3 in the English arrangement.

Key passage: Joel 2:28-32.

Purpose: To call for repentance and announce God's judgment, 
restoration, and Spirit.

Main message: A devastating locust crisis becomes a call 
to return to God. The prophet summons leaders and 
ordinary people to heartfelt repentance. External gestures 
are insufficient when the heart refuses change. The day of 
the Lord describes God's decisive intervention, bringing 
both danger and hope.

God promises restoration and the pouring out of His Spirit 
across social and generational boundaries. Sons, 
daughters, elders, young people, and servants are 
included. This promise prevents spiritual privilege from 
being confined to an influential class.

Movement: Chapter 1 laments the devastation. Chapter 2 calls 
for return and promises restoration and Spirit. Chapter 3 
describes judgment and the security of God's people.

Christ and the Trinity: Peter quotes Joel at Pentecost (Acts 
2). Acts 2:33 explains the exalted Jesus receiving the 
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promised Spirit from the Father and pouring Him out. 
That New Testament explanation makes the Trinitarian 
connection clearer than Joel alone.

Application: Let crisis lead to humility rather than denial. 
Make space for God's work across ages and social 
positions. Seek inward repentance, not merely visible 
religious gestures.

Amos
Authorship and date: Amos, a herdsman and cultivator from 
Tekoa, active around the mid-eighth century BC under 
Jeroboam II and Uzziah.

Chapters: 9.

Key passage: Amos 5:24.

Purpose: To confront injustice and false security in prosperous 
Israel.

Main message: Prosperity has hidden oppression. Israel's 
festivals and sacrifices cannot please God while the poor 
are exploited and legal judgment is corrupted. Amos first 
addresses neighbouring nations, then brings the warning 
home. Hearing judgment on outsiders should not make 
God's own people feel automatically safe.

Election means responsibility, not immunity from 
correction. Visions expose the approaching end, yet the 
conclusion promises restoration of David's fallen house. 
Hope follows judgment without making injustice 
harmless.

Movement: Chapters 1-2 announce judgments. Chapters 3-6 
confront Israel's life and worship. Chapters 7-9 contain visions, 
conflict, and restoration hope.
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Christ and the Trinity: Acts 15:13-18 uses Amos 9 in the 
discussion of Gentile inclusion. The restored Davidic hope 
is understood through Christ's rule. Amos does not present 
an explicit Trinitarian statement.

Application: Ask who bears the cost of your comfort. Let 
worship lead to honest business and fair treatment. Listen 
to correction even when it comes from someone outside a 
powerful institution.

Obadiah
Authorship and date: Obadiah; date uncertain, often related to 
Jerusalem's fall in 587/586 BC, with earlier proposals also 
discussed.

Chapters: 1.

Key passage: Obadiah 15.

Purpose: To announce judgment on Edom's pride and violence 
against Judah.

Main message: Edom's apparent security does not place it 
beyond God's judgment. Its offence includes exploiting 
Judah's calamity rather than showing neighbourly 
concern. The book warns against rejoicing when another 
people suffers. Kinship makes betrayal especially serious, 
but the moral claim extends beyond one ancient nation.

The day of the Lord reverses the oppressor's confidence 
and points toward God's reign. A short book can carry a 
large message: God notices what powerful neighbours do 
when the vulnerable are in crisis.

Movement: Verses 1-9 expose pride. Verses 10-14 describe 
betrayal. Verses 15-21 announce judgment and restoration.
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Christ and the Trinity: The closing promise that the 
kingdom belongs to the Lord connects with Christian hope 
in Christ's final rule. No direct statement of Father, Son, 
and Spirit appears.

Application: Do not profit from a neighbour's disaster. 
Reject contemptuous celebration of another person's fall. 
Remember that security and geography cannot protect 
injustice from God.

Jonah
Authorship and date: Anonymous narrative about Jonah son 
of Amittai, who also appears under Jeroboam II in 2 Kings 14:25. 
The narrative's composition date is uncertain.

Chapters: 4.

Key passage: Jonah 4:2.

Purpose: To expose resistance to God's mercy toward outsiders.

Main message: Jonah flees his commission because he 
does not welcome mercy for Nineveh. Sailors, a great fish, 
a plant, and even the city's response expose the prophet's 
narrowness. The story concerns God's compassion and 
Jonah's heart, not only the unusual means of his rescue.

The closing question leaves the reader to respond. A 
person may know true things about God and still dislike 
the implications of God's kindness. Mercy challenges 
resentment when it reaches people we prefer to condemn.

Movement: Chapter 1 recounts flight and storm. Chapter 2 
contains prayer. Chapter 3 describes Nineveh's response. 
Chapter 4 exposes Jonah's anger.
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Christ and the Trinity: Jesus uses Jonah as a sign relating 
to His death and resurrection (Matthew 12:39-41). Jonah's 
rescue does not mean Jesus only appeared to die. The 
Gospel explicitly affirms Christ's real death and 
resurrection. Jonah does not directly state the Trinity.

Application: Examine whom you would rather see 
punished than restored. Obey God's call across social 
boundaries. Celebrate repentance rather than resenting 
mercy.

Micah
Authorship and date: Micah of Moresheth, active under 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah in the eighth century BC (1:1).

Chapters: 7.

Key passage: Micah 6:8.

Purpose: To confront exploitation and announce restoration 
through God's faithful rule.

Main message: Leaders seize property, exploit families, 
and offer religious reassurance while injustice spreads. 
Micah speaks for those harmed by influential people. 
God's case against His people asks why they have forgotten 
His acts of deliverance. True response requires justice, 
mercy, and humble walking with God.

Judgment is joined to hope: Zion will become a place of 
instruction, and a ruler will come from Bethlehem. The 
final prayer celebrates God's forgiveness. Mercy does not 
erase the earlier demand for moral change.

Movement: Chapters 1-3 announce judgment. Chapters 4-5 
present restoration and a coming ruler. Chapters 6-7 describe 
the covenant case, confession, and hope.
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Christ and the Trinity: Matthew 2:5-6 applies Micah 5:2 to 
Jesus' birthplace. Micah speaks of empowerment by the 
Lord's Spirit (3:8). These are meaningful Christian 
connections without a full Trinitarian formula in the book 
itself.

Application: Protect people affected by unfair power. 
Practise justice in ordinary decisions. Let humility govern 
religious confidence.

Nahum
Authorship and date: Nahum of Elkosh; the reference to 
Thebes' fall places the message after 663 BC, and Nineveh's 
destruction in 612 BC provides its later horizon.

Chapters: 3.

Key passage: Nahum 1:7.

Purpose: To announce the fall of an oppressive imperial city.

Main message: Assyria's violence will not endure forever. 
Nineveh's wealth, fortifications, and military reputation 
cannot prevent accountability. The message brings relief 
to people who have suffered under imperial terror. God's 
patience should never be confused with approval of 
cruelty.

Nahum and Jonah address Nineveh in different 
circumstances. Jonah highlights mercy following 
repentance; Nahum announces judgment on entrenched 
violence. Together they show that God is neither 
indifferent to outsiders nor indifferent to oppression.

Movement: Chapter 1 declares God's character and judgment. 
Chapter 2 describes the city's fall. Chapter 3 explains the shame 
of its violent rule.
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Christ and the Trinity: Christian hope in Christ's just rule 
agrees with the book's insistence that evil will not prevail. 
Nahum does not explicitly identify the Son or set out the 
Trinity.

Application: Seek refuge in God without celebrating 
personal revenge. Stand against cruelty. Remember that 
apparently permanent systems of oppression can fall.

Habakkuk
Authorship and date: Habakkuk; commonly placed in the late 
seventh or early sixth century BC as Babylonian power rises. No 
Judean king is named.

Chapters: 3.

Key passage: Habakkuk 2:4.

Purpose: To wrestle with injustice and teach faithful trust amid 
judgment.

Main message: The prophet asks why God seems to 
tolerate wrongdoing. God's answer raises a further 
question: how can a violent empire become an instrument 
of judgment? Habakkuk takes his questions to God rather 
than pretending they do not exist. The woes then show 
that Babylon also stands accountable.

The final prayer moves toward trust even if crops and 
livestock fail. Such faith is not a denial of hardship. It is 
the decision to depend on God when outward support 
disappears. Questions can become part of faithful worship.

Movement: Chapters 1-2 contain complaint, response, waiting, 
and woes. Chapter 3 becomes a prayer of awe and trust.
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Christ and the Trinity: Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, and 
Hebrews 10:38 use 2:4 in teaching faith and perseverance. 
Habakkuk does not directly present the Trinity; Christian 
application follows its New Testament use.

Application: Pray honestly about injustice. Wait without 
becoming passive toward wrongdoing. Learn gratitude 
and trust that do not depend entirely on financial or 
agricultural abundance.

Zephaniah
Authorship and date: Zephaniah, active under Josiah, 640-609 
BC (1:1).

Chapters: 3.

Key passage: Zephaniah 3:17.

Purpose: To warn of judgment and encourage a humble, 
restored people.

Main message: God's judgment reaches Judah and the 
nations. Idolatry, complacency, and injustice cannot hide 
behind religious membership. The prophet calls the 
humble to seek the Lord. This humility is dependence 
joined to righteous conduct, not despair about human 
worth.

The conclusion pictures a cleansed people and God's joyful 
presence among them. Restoration includes gathering the 
scattered and removing shame. The movement from 
judgment to joy shows that God's purpose reaches beyond 
exposing evil to renewing His people.

Movement: Chapter 1 warns Judah. Chapter 2 summons 
humility and addresses nations. Chapter 3 confronts Jerusalem 
and promises restoration.
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Christ and the Trinity: Christian readers connect the 
Lord dwelling among His people with salvation in Christ. 
Zephaniah does not explicitly identify three divine 
persons; its restoration hope belongs within the larger 
biblical story.

Application: Resist spiritual complacency. Seek humility 
before crisis. Allow God's promised restoration to 
strengthen people who feel scattered or ashamed.

Haggai
Authorship and date: Haggai; dated messages in 520 BC under 
Darius I, addressed especially to Zerubbabel and Joshua the 
high priest.

Chapters: 2.

Key passage: Haggai 1:7-8.

Purpose: To call the returned community to resume temple 
rebuilding.

Main message: The people have become absorbed in their 
own houses while God's house remains neglected. Haggai 
asks them to consider their priorities. The problem is not 
that ordinary housing is wrong, but that communal 
worship and responsibility have been indefinitely 
postponed.

God encourages disappointed builders who compare the 
new work with former glory. Small beginnings do not 
make faithful labour worthless. The closing promise to 
Zerubbabel sustains hope in God's chosen purpose during 
Persian domination.
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Movement: Chapter 1 calls for renewed work. Chapter 2 
encourages the builders, addresses holiness, and gives hope 
concerning Zerubbabel.

Christ and the Trinity: God promises that His Spirit 
remains among the people (2:5). The Davidic association of 
Zerubbabel contributes to the larger messianic story. The 
passage about glory should not be reduced to a formula 
for the size or wealth of a modern church building.

Application: Examine postponed responsibilities. 
Encourage work that appears unimpressive. Let priorities 
reflect worship, generosity, and care for the community.

Zechariah
Authorship and date: Associated with Zechariah, beginning in 
520 BC under Darius I. The dating and composition of chapters 
9-14 are debated.

Chapters: 14.

Key passage: Zechariah 4:6.

Purpose: To encourage restoration and announce God's future 
saving rule.

Main message: Visions reassure a discouraged 
community that God has not forgotten Jerusalem. 
Cleansing, leadership, worship, and justice belong to its 
renewal. Joshua the high priest and Zerubbabel receive 
encouragement, but human leadership depends on God's 
Spirit rather than mere force.

Later passages portray a humble king, rejected shepherd, 
mourning, cleansing, and the Lord's final reign. The New 
Testament uses several of these images in connection with 
Jesus. Their rich symbolism calls for patient reading rather 
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than turning every detail into a modern political 
prediction.

Movement: Chapters 1-6 contain visions and symbolic actions. 
Chapters 7-8 address fasting and restored life. Chapters 9-14 
develop kingship, shepherding, conflict, and hope.

Christ and the Trinity: Matthew 21:4-5 applies 9:9 to 
Jesus. John 19:37 recalls 12:10. The Spirit's work is explicit 
in 4:6; fuller Trinitarian connections emerge through the 
Gospel accounts.

Application: Depend on God's Spirit while working 
faithfully. Join worship with truth and justice. Receive 
Christ's humble kingship instead of demanding a ruler 
who serves pride.

Malachi
Authorship and date: Attributed to Malachi, a name meaning 
my messenger; often placed in the fifth century BC after the 
temple's restoration. Exact timing is uncertain.

Chapters: 4 in English numbering.

Key passage: Malachi 3:1.

Purpose: To confront careless covenant life and prepare hope 
for the Lord's coming.

Main message: Priests offer dishonourable worship, 
people question God's justice, and covenant faithfulness is 
weakened. Malachi presents disputes in which God 
answers the people's objections. The message challenges 
the belief that merely maintaining religious activity is 
enough.
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Faithfulness concerns worship, relationships, and 
resources. Malachi 3's teaching on tithes belongs to Israel's 
covenant and temple support; it should not become a 
promise that every gift produces a fixed financial return. 
The ending looks for a messenger and renewed hearts 
before the day of the Lord.

Movement: Chapters 1-2 address worship and covenant 
conduct. Chapter 3 announces the messenger, purification, and 
faithful response. Chapter 4 closes with judgment, healing, and 
expectation.

Christ and the Trinity: The Gospels connect the 
messenger and Elijah expectation with John the Baptist's 
preparation for Jesus (Mark 1:2; Luke 1:17). Malachi 2:15 is 
textually difficult and should not serve alone as a proof of 
the Trinity.

Application: Give God sincere worship. Keep 
commitments in relationships. Practise generosity without 
treating God as a financial transaction.
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Part Seven The Bible story in historical 
order

From creation to the return from exile
Canonical order and chronological order are different. 
Ruth happens during the judges, although it is a separate 
book. Chronicles retells much of the monarchy already 
described in Samuel and Kings. Ezra and Nehemiah cover 
restoration after exile, while Esther describes Jews who 
remain within the Persian empire. The prophets speak 
into different stages of this same story.

The early Genesis stories do not supply universally agreed 
calendar dates. This chart therefore begins with narrative 
order and introduces approximate historical dates where 
evidence allows. It follows the major events needed to 
understand the sixty-six books; the Bible contains many 
additional episodes within each stage.

Stage Story and people Read

Creation God creates heaven and 
earth and gives humanity 
dignity and responsibility

Genesis 1-2

Fall Adam and Eve disobey 
and experience 
estrangement while God 
speaks judgment and 
promise

Genesis 3

Brothers Cain kills Abel and the 
family story reveals sin 
spreading beyond Eden

Genesis 4

Generations Seth's line leads to Noah 
and the account of 
growing violence

Genesis 5-6
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Stage Story and people Read

Flood Noah is preserved through 
judgment and receives a 
covenant concerning life

Genesis 6-9

Nations Noah's descendants 
spread and Babel exposes 
proud human self-
exaltation

Genesis 10-11

Abraham God calls Abram and 
promises descendants 
and blessing for the 
nations

Genesis 12-25

Isaac The promise continues 
through Isaac while the 
family faces conflict

Genesis 21-28

Jacob Jacob becomes Israel and 
his sons form the family 
behind the tribes

Genesis 25-36

Joseph Rejection and 
enslavement lead to 
service in Egypt and 
preservation during famine

Genesis 37-50

Enslavement A later Pharaoh oppresses 
Israel and Moses is 
preserved and called

Exodus 1-4

Deliverance Plagues and Passover 
precede the departure 
from Egypt and sea 
crossing

Exodus 5-15

Covenant Israel receives instruction 
at Sinai and the 
tabernacle becomes a 
place of God's presence

Exodus 19-40 and Leviticus

Wilderness Unbelief delays entry and 
a new generation 
prepares for the land

Numbers and Deuteronomy

Joshua Israel crosses Jordan and 
receives territory while 
renewing covenant loyalty

Joshua
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Stage Story and people Read

Judges Regional deliverers arise 
amid repeated apostasy 
and social decline

Judges

Ruth Faithful kindness 
preserves a family that 
becomes part of David's 
ancestry

Ruth

Samuel and 
Saul

Samuel guides transition 
and Saul becomes Israel's 
first king

1 Samuel 1-15

David Anointing and conflict lead 
to kingship and the 
promise of an enduring 
house

1 Samuel 16-31 and 2 
Samuel

Solomon Temple construction and 
wisdom are followed by 
divided loyalty

1 Kings 1-11 and 2 
Chronicles 1-9

Division Rehoboam rules Judah 
and Jeroboam rules Israel 
from about 931 BC

1 Kings 12 and 2 Chronicles 
10

Elijah and Elisha Prophets confront 
northern idolatry and 
demonstrate God's rule

1 Kings 17 through 2 Kings 
13

Eighth century 
warnings

Amos and Hosea address 
Israel while Isaiah and 
Micah address Judah

Their books and 2 Kings 14-
20

Northern 
collapse

Samaria falls to Assyria in 
722/721 BC and many 
inhabitants are deported

2 Kings 17

Judah's crisis Hezekiah faces Assyria 
and Sennacherib's 
invasion in 701 BC

2 Kings 18-20 and Isaiah 
36-39

Reform and 
decline

Josiah reforms worship 
but later kings lead Judah 
toward disaster

2 Kings 22-24 and 2 
Chronicles 34-36

Babylonian 
conquest

Deportations culminate in 
Jerusalem's destruction in 
587/586 BC

2 Kings 24-25 and Jeremiah 
39 and 52
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Stage Story and people Read

Exile Ezekiel and Daniel 
address life under foreign 
rule and future hope

Ezekiel and Daniel

Persian victory Cyrus conquers Babylon 
in 539 BC and permits 
return

Ezra 1 and 2 Chronicles 36

Return Zerubbabel and Joshua 
lead temple restoration 
completed in 515 BC

Ezra 1-6 and Haggai and 
Zechariah

Persian court Esther's story concerns 
threatened Jews during 
Xerxes' reign

Esther

Ezra Covenant instruction and 
reform develop after return

Ezra 7-10

Nehemiah Jerusalem's wall and 
communal life are 
renewed from 445/444 BC

Nehemiah

Malachi Worship and covenant life 
are challenged in the 
restored community

Malachi

Reading the monarchy without mixing the 
kingdoms
After Solomon, the northern kingdom is called Israel and 
the southern kingdom Judah. Their rulers sometimes have 
similar names: Israel has a Jehoram, and Judah has a 
Jehoram; both have kings called Ahaziah and Joash or 
Jehoash. Always check the kingdom and the ruler's father. 
Kings provides synchronisms, statements placing a reign 
alongside another reign. These are the main biblical tool 
for connecting the two histories.
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The following ordered lists distinguish the northern and 
southern rulers. Shallum and Menahem belong to Israel; 
Ahaz belongs to Judah. Athaliah ruled Judah as queen, 
although she is not a king. Judah's brief Jehoahaz and 
Jehoiachin reigns should not be omitted merely because 
they lasted only months.

Northern Israel in order Main reading in Kings

Jeroboam I then Nadab then 
Baasha then Elah then Zimri

1 Kings 12-16

Omri then Ahab then Ahaziah 
then Jehoram or Joram

1 Kings 16 through 2 Kings 9

Jehu then Jehoahaz then 
Jehoash then Jeroboam II

2 Kings 9-14

Zechariah then Shallum then 
Menahem then Pekahiah then 
Pekah then Hoshea

2 Kings 15-17

Southern Judah in order Main reading in Kings and Chronicles

Rehoboam then Abijah then Asa 
then Jehoshaphat

1 Kings 12-22 and 2 Chronicles 10-20

Jehoram then Ahaziah then 
Athaliah then Joash

2 Kings 8-12 and 2 Chronicles 21-24

Amaziah then Uzziah or Azariah 
then Jotham then Ahaz then 
Hezekiah

2 Kings 14-20 and 2 Chronicles 25-32

Manasseh then Amon then 
Josiah

2 Kings 21-23 and 2 Chronicles 33-35

Jehoahaz then Jehoiakim then 
Jehoiachin then Zedekiah

2 Kings 23-25 and 2 Chronicles 36
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Prophets beside their kings
The date of a prophet's ministry is not always the date 
when every part of the book reached its final form. Some 
headings name kings explicitly; other books provide only 
indirect clues. Where a king is not securely identified, the 
chart does not invent one. Approximate dates also vary 
because some rulers served as co-regents before ruling 
alone. [6]

Prophet Approximate ministry or 
setting

Ruler and biblical anchors

Samuel Eleventh century BC Saul and David's early life in 
1 Samuel

Nathan and Gad David's reign 2 Samuel 7 and 12 and 24

Ahijah Solomon and Jeroboam I 1 Kings 11:29-39 and 14:1-
18

Shemaiah Rehoboam 1 Kings 12:22-24 and 2 
Chronicles 12

Elijah Ninth century BC Ahab and Ahaziah in 1 
Kings 17-22 and 2 Kings 1-2

Micaiah son of 
Imlah

Ninth century BC Ahab and Jehoshaphat in 1 
Kings 22

Elisha Ninth century into early 
eighth

Jehoram through Jehoash 
in 2 Kings 3-13

Jonah Eighth century narrative 
setting

Jeroboam II in 2 Kings 
14:23-25

Amos c. 760 BC Jeroboam II and Uzziah in 
Amos 1:1 and 2 Kings 14-15

Hosea c. 750-720 BC Jeroboam II and Uzziah 
Jotham Ahaz Hezekiah in 
Hosea 1:1

Isaiah c. 740-700 BC with later 
activity possible

Uzziah Jotham Ahaz 
Hezekiah in Isaiah 1:1 and 2 
Kings 15-20 and 2 
Chronicles 26-32
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Prophet Approximate ministry or 
setting

Ruler and biblical anchors

Micah c. 735-700 BC Jotham Ahaz Hezekiah in 
Micah 1:1 and 2 Kings 15-
20

Nahum Between 663 and 612 BC No king named; period 
overlaps Manasseh Amon 
and Josiah in 2 Kings 21-22

Zephaniah Within 640-609 BC Josiah in Zephaniah 1:1 and 
2 Kings 22-23 and 2 
Chronicles 34-35

Jeremiah From c. 627/626 BC past 
586

Josiah through Zedekiah in 
Jeremiah 1:1-3 and 2 Kings 
22-25

Habakkuk Late seventh or early sixth 
century

No king named; often 
placed near Jehoiakim's era 
in 2 Kings 23:34-24:6

Obadiah Uncertain; often c. 586 BC 
setting

Jerusalem's fall is a 
common proposal; no king 
is named

Ezekiel c. 593-571 BC Jehoiachin's exile and 
Babylonian rule in Ezekiel 
1:1-3 and 2 Kings 24-25

Daniel Sixth century narrative 
setting

Nebuchadnezzar 
Belshazzar and Persian-era 
rulers in Daniel 1-6; 
composition debated

Haggai 520 BC Darius I and governor 
Zerubbabel in Haggai 1:1 
and Ezra 5-6

Zechariah From 520 BC Darius I and Zerubbabel in 
Zechariah 1:1 and Ezra 5-6

Malachi Fifth century BC often 
proposed

No king named; Persian 
governor mentioned in 
Malachi 1:8

Joel Date debated No king named; do not 
assign a reign as 
established fact
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To place Isaiah, begin with Isaiah 1:1, then compare the 
kings in 2 Kings 15-20 and 2 Chronicles 26-32. His call 
occurs in the year Uzziah dies (Isaiah 6:1), conventionally 
around 740 BC. Isaiah 7 addresses Ahaz's crisis, while 
Isaiah 36-39 parallels Hezekiah's story. These anchors are 
more useful than memorizing a single date without 
knowing why it is proposed.

Jeremiah begins in Josiah's thirteenth year and speaks 
through the final kings of Judah. Ezekiel dates his visions 
by Jehoiachin's exile, so he belongs beside the displaced 
community rather than being placed after the return 
simply because his book occurs later in the Bible. Haggai 
and Zechariah explicitly connect with the rebuilding 
described in Ezra. Malachi belongs to a functioning but 
troubled restored temple community.

Lamentations is not another named prophet to place 
under a separate king. It is a collection of laments over 
Jerusalem's fall, traditionally associated with Jeremiah. 
The distinction prevents a classification chart from 
inventing a ministry the book does not describe.

The centuries between Malachi and Jesus
The expression four hundred silent years is a Christian 
shorthand for the period between the later Old Testament 
prophetic setting and the Gospel events. It is approximate, 
not an exact interval between two known publication 
dates. Silent does not mean that God ceased acting, Jewish 
people stopped writing, or history paused. Communities 
worshipped, debated, suffered, translated Scripture, and 
produced important literature.
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This period belongs within the broader Second Temple 
era, from the rebuilt temple in 515 BC to its Roman 
destruction in AD 70. Understanding it explains why the 
Gospels mention Pharisees, Sadducees, synagogues, 
Roman governors, tax collectors, Herod, and the Feast of 
Dedication without introducing each from the beginning.

The empires behind the story
Assyria had destroyed the northern kingdom before the 
interval between the Testaments. Its deportations and 
regional power explain the earlier prophetic warnings and 
some later tensions in the land. Babylon conquered Judah 
and destroyed Jerusalem; exile reshaped Jewish life and 
hope. These empires are background to the period rather 
than rulers throughout all its centuries.

Persia conquered Babylon under Cyrus in 539 BC. Its 
administration allowed return and rebuilding while Judea 
remained a province within a larger empire. The temple, 
priesthood, Torah, and communal institutions became 
central to restored life. Independence was limited, and 
Jewish communities also continued in other lands. Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi help 
introduce this world.

The Greek and Hellenistic world followed Alexander's 
conquests. Alexander defeated Persian power in the late 
fourth century BC and died in 323 BC. His empire did not 
pass peacefully to four settled successors immediately; 
prolonged wars produced several Hellenistic kingdoms. 
Greek language, cities, education, and administration 
spread across the eastern Mediterranean. Local cultures 
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interacted with Greek influence rather than disappearing 
completely. [7]

Rome developed from a republic into an empire during 
the later part of this history. Roman power entered Judean 
affairs before Augustus became emperor in 27 BC. Its 
administration, transport routes, military force, taxation, 
and client rulers form much of the political setting of the 
New Testament. Roman order facilitated travel, but it also 
relied on coercion and included slavery; peace should not 
be romanticized as freedom for everyone.

From Alexander to the competing kingdoms
After Alexander's death, Judea became a contested 
territory between the Ptolemaic rulers based in Egypt and 
Seleucid rulers based in Syria and neighbouring regions. 
These dynasties descend from Alexander's successors; 
Antiochus IV was not one of Alexander's original four 
generals. Much of the third century BC saw Ptolemaic 
control, followed by Seleucid control after Antiochus III's 
victory around 200/198 BC.

For people in Judea, imperial competition meant taxes, 
changing loyalties, and pressure on local leadership. 
Hellenism brought a widely usable language and new 
cultural possibilities, but also disputes about identity and 
fidelity to ancestral worship. Jewish participation in Greek 
culture was not uniform: learning Greek did not 
automatically mean rejecting Israel's God.

Daniel provides an important biblical bridge. The ram and 
goat are identified as Media-Persia and Greece in Daniel 
8:20-21. The broken horn and later conflict supply imagery 
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often connected with Alexander's successors and 
Antiochus IV. Daniel 11's kings of north and south are 
commonly related to Seleucid and Ptolemaic struggles. 
Detailed interpretations vary, so this handbook 
distinguishes the text's explicit identifications from later 
historical reconstructions.

Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the crisis of worship
Antiochus IV ruled from 175 to 164 BC. His title Epiphanes 
suggested a manifestation of divine power. Conflict within 
Judean leadership, wider imperial pressures, and his 
intervention produced a severe crisis. Under his rule, the 
Jerusalem temple was desecrated and ancestral practices 
were suppressed. The altar crisis is conventionally dated 
to 167 BC.

The struggle was not simply every Greek person against 
every Jewish person. Jewish factions differed, and some 
local leaders favoured changes others considered 
apostasy. First and Second Maccabees preserve accounts 
of persecution, resistance, leadership, and restoration. 
They are valuable witnesses, but their purposes and 
perspectives should be recognized rather than treating 
them as neutral modern transcripts. [8]

Mattathias and the Maccabean resistance
Mattathias, a priest from Modein, and his sons became 
central to resistance. Judas, called Maccabeus, led the 
struggle after his father. The name is especially associated 
with Judas before being extended more broadly to the 
family and its cause. Jonathan and Simon later played 
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major roles. Their achievements developed from 
resistance into a political dynasty called the Hasmoneans.

The temple was cleansed and rededicated in 164 BC. First 
Maccabees 4:36-59 and Second Maccabees 10:1-8 describe 
the rededication and celebration. Hanukkah remembers 
this restoration; John 10:22 calls it the Feast of Dedication. 
This explains a Gospel reference that would otherwise 
seem disconnected from the festivals established in the 
Law.

The story that one day's oil burned for eight days appears 
in later rabbinic tradition, including Babylonian Talmud 
Shabbat 21b. It should not be attributed directly to the 
biblical books of Maccabees. Distinguishing sources 
honours Jewish tradition while avoiding an incorrect 
reference. [9]

The Hasmoneans and the cost of power
The Hasmonean leadership gradually gained greater 
independence, conventionally associated with Simon's 
period around 142 BC. Later rulers included John 
Hyrcanus I, Aristobulus I, Alexander Jannaeus, and 
Salome Alexandra. Their rule expanded territory and 
brought disputes about priesthood, kingship, law, and 
political alliances.

The movement that defended worship did not remain free 
of power struggles. Rivalry between Hyrcanus II and 
Aristobulus II helped open the way for Roman 
intervention. A survey should therefore distinguish the 
courage of resistance from an assumption that every later 
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ruler was righteous. Political independence did not 
remove the need for moral and spiritual renewal.

Rome Pompey and Herod
Pompey took Jerusalem in 63 BC, placing Judea within 
Rome's sphere. Antipater and his family rose through 
relations with Roman leaders. Herod was declared king by 
the Roman Senate in 40 BC and secured Jerusalem in 37 
BC. His reign combined major building projects with 
severe suspicion and violence. He was a Roman-supported 
ruler, not simply a continuation of the Hasmonean royal 
family. [10]

Herod's expansion of the temple complex helped shape the 
Jerusalem Jesus knew. His death is commonly dated to 4 
BC, though alternate chronologies exist. Matthew's infancy 
narrative concerns Herod the Great. Herod Antipas, who 
appears in Jesus' adult ministry, is a different ruler. 
Distinguishing members of the family prevents several 
Gospel events from being incorrectly assigned to one man.

The writings that bridge the period
First Maccabees narrates events from 175 to 134 BC with 
special attention to the family of Mattathias. Second 
Maccabees overlaps part of that history but is not a 
simple chronological sequel; it emphasizes temple, 
martyrdom, divine justice, and resurrection hope. 
Catholics and many Orthodox Christians receive these 
writings within their Old Testament collections. In this 
Protestant handbook they serve as historical and literary 
background.
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Judith tells of a faithful woman who saves her people 
from Holofernes. Its portrayal blends periods and includes 
details that do not fit a straightforward historical 
chronology. For example, Nebuchadnezzar is presented as 
an Assyrian ruler in Nineveh, whereas the historical 
Nebuchadnezzar II ruled Babylon. Judith should not be 
inserted into Kings as though every named event were a 
securely dated reign. Its literary message concerns 
courage, faithfulness, and deliverance. [11]

Other Jewish writings include Tobit, Sirach, Wisdom of 
Solomon, and works often classed as pseudepigrapha, 
such as 1 Enoch and Jubilees. Pseudepigrapha refers to 
writings attributed to ancient figures, but the category's 
boundaries differ among scholars. Reading such works 
helps explain the vocabulary and expectations of the 
period; it does not automatically place every work within 
the same canon.

The Dead Sea Scrolls include biblical manuscripts and 
many other religious writings, mostly surviving as 
fragments. They are not the original manuscripts written 
by Moses or the prophets. Copies, commentaries, 
community rules, and other texts reveal the diversity of 
Jewish life. The Israel Antiquities Authority's digital 
archive allows direct study of the surviving materials. [12]

Temple synagogue and the communities of the 
time
The Jerusalem temple was the central sacrificial 
sanctuary. A synagogue was a local place or assembly for 
communal religious life, including prayer, reading, and 
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teaching. Its precise origins are debated; evidence for 
synagogue institutions appears before the New Testament 
era. Synagogues included organized communities and 
dedicated gathering places; attendance and institutional 
form varied across locations and periods. [13]

Pharisees emphasized careful observance and traditions 
of interpretation; Acts 23:6-8 associates them with 
resurrection hope. Sadducees were influential in elite and 
priestly settings and rejected resurrection, as described in 
the Gospels and Acts. Not every priest belonged to one 
group, and members of both groups could participate in 
the council. Acts 23 records members of both groups 
sitting within the council. [14]

Scribes were learned interpreters and transmitters of 
texts, not necessarily a separate religious party. Essenes 
are known from ancient descriptions and are often 
discussed alongside the Qumran materials, though 
identification of every scroll with them is too simple. 
Herodians are associated with support for Herodian 
interests. Tax collectors served taxation systems and could 
exploit their position; Jesus' welcome of repentant tax 
collectors did not approve dishonest collection.

Zealot language concerns zeal and resistance, especially 
resistance to foreign rule; these people should not be 
described generally as atheists. The organized movement 
associated with the later Jewish revolt also needs to be 
distinguished from every earlier person zealous for the 
law. Jewish society was diverse, and a survey should not 
portray all Jews as identical opponents of Jesus. Jesus and 
His earliest followers belonged within that Jewish world.
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Bridge timeline
Date Event and significance

539 BC Cyrus takes Babylon and Persian rule 
provides the setting for return

538 BC onward Return and temple restoration develop 
under Persian authority

515 BC Rebuilt temple completed

Fourth century BC Alexander's conquests end Persian 
dominance

323 BC Alexander dies and wars among 
successors follow

Third century BC Ptolemaic control and Greek translation 
activity shape Jewish life

c. 200/198 BC Seleucid rule replaces Ptolemaic control 
in Judea

175 BC Antiochus IV begins his reign

167 BC Temple desecration and persecution 
crisis

164 BC Temple rededication remembered in 
Hanukkah

c. 142 BC Growing Hasmonean independence 
under Simon

63 BC Pompey captures Jerusalem

40 BC Roman Senate declares Herod king

37 BC Herod establishes control of Jerusalem

27 BC Augustus becomes the first Roman 
emperor

c. 6-4 BC Common approximate range for Jesus' 
birth under Herod
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The world prepared for the gospel
Greek supplied a shared language across many regions; 
Jewish communities preserved Scripture and worship; 
Roman administration and routes shaped travel. These 
features helped the early Christian mission communicate 
across boundaries. Christian faith sees God's providence in 
history, but historical usefulness does not make imperial 
conquest, persecution, or slavery morally good.

The interval ends with a people waiting for deliverance in 
diverse ways. Some hoped for political independence, 
some for purification, some for a coming ruler, and some 
for resurrection and final judgment. Jesus entered this real 
world. His message both fulfilled scriptural hope and 
challenged expectations about what God's kingdom would 
mean.

Reflection: Where do Isaiah and Ezekiel belong in the 
story? Why are Maccabees and Judith useful in different 
ways? How does the Feast of Dedication connect the 
Testaments?

Prayer: Lord, teach us to recognize Your faithfulness 
through history. Give us courage without hatred, 
discernment without pride, and hope centred on Jesus 
Christ. Amen.
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Part Eight The Gospels and Acts

Matthew
Authorship and date: Traditionally attributed to Matthew; the 
Gospel itself is anonymous. Proposed dates commonly range 
from the AD 60s to 90s.

Chapters: 28.

Key passage: Matthew 28:18-20.

Purpose: To present Jesus as Messiah and teach disciples to live 
under His rule.

Main message: Jesus fulfils Israel's scriptural hope, but 
His kingdom challenges expectations about power and 
status. The genealogy, birth accounts, teaching, miracles, 
and passion reveal the promised King. Fulfilment includes 
patterns and echoes as well as direct predictions, so 
quoted Old Testament passages should be read in their 
original setting too.

Discipleship means hearing and doing Jesus' words. The 
Sermon on the Mount addresses the heart behind conduct, 
and the parables expose mixed responses to the kingdom. 
The ending sends disciples to all nations, extending rather 
than narrowing God's saving purpose.

Movement: Chapters 1-4 introduce Jesus and His ministry. 
Chapters 5-7 give the Sermon on the Mount. Chapters 8-25 
combine actions and major teaching sections. Chapters 26-28 
recount death, resurrection, and commission.

Christ and the Trinity: Jesus is Immanuel (1:23), the Son, 
and the risen Lord. Father, Son, and Spirit are 
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distinguished at His baptism (3:16-17) and named together 
in 28:19.

Application: Practise Jesus' teaching rather than admiring 
it only. Welcome the overlooked. Make disciples through 
teaching, baptism, and faithful example, not coercion.

Mark
Authorship and date: Traditionally attributed to John Mark 
and associated with Peter's witness; anonymous within the text. 
Commonly dated around the AD 60s-70s.

Chapters: 16.

Key passage: Mark 10:45.

Purpose: To reveal Jesus' identity through His mission, 
suffering, and call to discipleship.

Main message: Jesus acts with authority over illness, evil, 
nature, and sin. Yet people repeatedly misunderstand 
Him, including His disciples. The turning point at Peter's 
confession is followed by teaching that the Messiah must 
suffer. The true meaning of His authority is revealed 
through service and the cross.

The rapid narrative asks the reader to follow, not simply 
observe. Fear, ambition, and failure appear among those 
closest to Jesus, but His mission continues. Many modern 
Bibles explain the manuscript evidence concerning Mark 
16:9-20; this passage should not be used to require 
dangerous snake handling or poison drinking.

Movement: Chapters 1-8 develop ministry and identity. 
Chapters 8-10 explain suffering and discipleship. Chapters 11-16 
describe Jerusalem, crucifixion, and the resurrection 
announcement.
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Christ and the Trinity: The Father speaks and the Spirit 
descends at Jesus' baptism (1:9-11). The Son serves and 
gives His life as a ransom (10:45), showing that divine 
authority includes sacrificial love.

Application: Serve without seeking prestige. Follow Jesus 
when obedience is costly. Bring failure honestly before 
Him rather than hiding behind outward religious success.

Luke
Authorship and date: Traditionally Luke, also associated with 
Acts. The writer addresses Theophilus and describes careful 
investigation; proposed dates commonly span the AD 60s-90s.

Chapters: 24.

Key passage: Luke 19:10.

Purpose: To give an orderly account of Jesus and the salvation 
He brings.

Main message: Jesus brings good news to the poor, 
receives outsiders, exposes pride, and seeks the lost. 
Women, foreigners, sinners, and people of little social 
importance receive careful attention. Prayer and the Holy 
Spirit are prominent, but Luke is not the only Gospel to 
portray Jesus praying.

Jesus' humanity is genuine: He grows, faces temptation, 
grieves, suffers, and dies. He is also the divine Son. The 
mediator is not half human and half divine; He is fully God 
and fully human. The resurrection is bodily, and the 
disciples become witnesses of a message reaching the 
nations.

Movement: Chapters 1-2 recount births. Chapters 3-9 describe 
preparation and Galilean ministry. Chapters 9-19 follow the 
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journey toward Jerusalem. Chapters 19-24 recount passion and 
resurrection.

Christ and the Trinity: The Son's conception involves the 
Spirit and the power of the Most High (1:35). Baptism and 
Jesus' promised sending of the Spirit also distinguish 
Father, Son, and Spirit.

Application: Welcome people dismissed by status or 
reputation. Pray before major choices. Let salvation 
produce generosity, repentance, and restored 
relationships.

John
Authorship and date: Traditionally John the apostle; the 
Gospel connects its testimony with the beloved disciple (21:24). 
Commonly dated in the late first century, often c. AD 80-100.

Chapters: 21.

Key passage: John 20:30-31.

Purpose: To lead readers to believe in Jesus and receive life in 
His name.

Main message: The eternal Word becomes flesh and 
reveals the Father. Signs and conversations show who 
Jesus is, while differing responses expose belief, 
misunderstanding, and hostility. Eternal life is not merely 
endless existence; it is life in relationship with God 
through the Son (17:3).

The seven familiar I Am images describe Jesus as bread, 
light, gate, shepherd, resurrection and life, way and truth 
and life, and true vine. They must be understood in their 
settings. The gate in chapter 10 concerns access to 
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salvation and the shepherd's flock; Jesus does not there 
use the phrase gate of heaven.

Movement: Chapter 1 introduces the Word. Chapters 2-12 
develop signs and public ministry. Chapters 13-17 teach the 
disciples. Chapters 18-21 recount death, resurrection, and 
restoration.

Christ and the Trinity: The Son is with God and is God 
(1:1). He prays to the Father and promises the Spirit (14-
16). Distinction and divine unity are held together.

Application: Believe in Jesus as a person to trust and 
obey. Remain in Him as branches in a vine. Let love 
demonstrate discipleship (13:34-35).

Acts
Authorship and date: Traditionally Luke, continuing the 
account to Theophilus. Composition dates are debated, often 
proposed between the AD 60s and 90s.

Chapters: 28.

Key passage: Acts 1:8.

Purpose: To describe the spread of the gospel through Spirit-
empowered witnesses.

Main message: The risen Jesus continues His mission 
through the church. Pentecost empowers witness, and the 
gospel crosses language, ethnic, and geographical 
boundaries. Opposition and internal problems do not 
prevent its spread. Acts shows both remarkable 
interventions and ordinary teaching, travel, hospitality, 
and perseverance.
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The inclusion of Gentiles raises questions about covenant 
identity, answered through events, Scripture, and 
communal discussion. Acts 15 rejects requiring Gentiles to 
become Jews in order to receive salvation. Narrative 
episodes should be studied carefully before being turned 
into rules for every church in every situation.

Movement: Chapters 1-7 centre on Jerusalem. Chapters 8-12 
broaden the mission toward Samaria and Gentiles. Chapters 13-
20 follow missionary expansion. Chapters 21-28 follow Paul's 
arrest, hearings, journey, and witness in Rome.

Christ and the Trinity: The Father promises the Spirit, the 
risen Son pours Him out, and the Spirit directs witness 
(1:4-8; 2:33). The church's mission is grounded in God's 
action.

Application: Bear witness with courage and humility. 
Welcome believers across ethnic boundaries. Address 
disagreements through Scripture, listening, and faithful 
communal discernment.
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Part Nine The letters and Revelation

Romans
Authorship and date: Paul, with Tertius writing the letter 
(16:22), c. AD 57 during ministry connected with Greece.

Chapters: 16.

Key passage: Romans 1:16-17.

Purpose: To explain the gospel and unite Jewish and Gentile 
believers.

Main message: All humanity stands in need of grace. 
Neither religious possession nor moral confidence 
removes sin. God justifies through faith in Christ, whose 
death and resurrection establish a new basis of life. Grace 
does not encourage continued wrongdoing; union with 
Christ calls believers into freedom from sin's mastery.

Life in the Spirit, Israel's place in God's purposes, and 
transformed conduct all belong to the argument. Chapters 
9-11 should not be isolated into hostility toward Jewish 
people. Chapters 12-16 show that theology bears fruit in 
worship, hospitality, peace, and patient relations within 
the church.

Movement: Chapters 1-4 explain sin and justification. Chapters 
5-8 explore new life. Chapters 9-11 discuss Israel and mercy. 
Chapters 12-16 develop practical community life.

Christ and the Trinity: Romans 8 joins the Father's 
adoption, Christ's work, and the Spirit's indwelling and 
intercession. Salvation is God's gift rather than human 
self-improvement.
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Application: Receive grace humbly. Refuse contempt 
toward another group. Offer everyday life to God as living 
worship and practise love across differences.

First Corinthians
Authorship and date: Paul, writing from Ephesus c. AD 53-55.

Chapters: 16.

Key passage: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4.

Purpose: To correct a divided church and order its life around 
Christ.

Main message: Spiritual gifts and knowledge do not 
excuse pride, immorality, or disorder. Paul brings the 
church back to the crucified Christ, whose wisdom 
challenges status-seeking. He addresses sexuality, 
marriage, conscience, worship, spiritual gifts, and 
resurrection in response to real reports and questions.

Love governs the use of gifts. Chapter 13 belongs within 
the discussion of community worship, not only wedding 
ceremonies. Chapter 15 affirms Christ's real death and 
bodily resurrection as central to the gospel; without 
resurrection, Christian hope collapses.

Movement: Chapters 1-6 address division and misconduct. 
Chapters 7-11 answer practical and worship questions. Chapters 
12-14 discuss gifts and love. Chapters 15-16 address resurrection 
and practical arrangements.

Christ and the Trinity: The same Spirit, Lord, and God 
work through different gifts (12:4-6). Believers are washed 
and sanctified in Christ's name and by God's Spirit (6:11).
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Application: Use gifts to build others rather than attract 
attention. Respect weaker consciences. Let resurrection 
hope make present labour faithful and meaningful.

Second Corinthians
Authorship and date: Paul, c. AD 55-56, after a difficult period 
in relations with Corinth.

Chapters: 13.

Key passage: 2 Corinthians 5:18-21.

Purpose: To defend faithful ministry, encourage reconciliation, 
and explain strength through weakness.

Main message: Paul's authority is expressed through 
suffering, service, integrity, and dependence on God. 
Outward impressiveness is not the true measure of 
apostolic faithfulness. God comforts the afflicted so they 
can comfort others, and His power is displayed through 
fragile human lives.

Reconciliation with God leads to a ministry of 
reconciliation. Generosity is grounded in grace rather than 
pressure. The collection for needy believers connects 
churches through practical care. Paul challenges 
manipulative leadership without treating personal 
weakness as disqualification from service.

Movement: Chapters 1-7 discuss ministry and reconciliation. 
Chapters 8-9 address generosity. Chapters 10-13 defend Paul's 
ministry and call for examination.

Christ and the Trinity: The closing blessing names the 
grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit (13:14). It links doctrine with communal 
life.
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Application: Serve honestly instead of performing 
superiority. Comfort others from the grace you have 
received. Give freely and pursue reconciliation where 
possible.

Galatians
Authorship and date: Paul; dating depends on the identity of 
the Galatian churches, commonly placed from the late AD 40s to 
mid-50s.

Chapters: 6.

Key passage: Galatians 5:1.

Purpose: To defend the gospel of grace against requiring 
circumcision and law observance as a basis of acceptance.

Main message: Gentiles do not need to become Jews to 
belong to Christ. God's promise to Abraham is fulfilled 
through Christ, and believers receive the Spirit through 
faith. The law has a role in the biblical story, but it cannot 
produce the saving righteousness that opponents demand 
through it.

Freedom is not permission to serve selfish desire. The 
Spirit produces love, joy, peace, and other fruit that shape 
community conduct. Bearing burdens and restoring a 
person gently demonstrate freedom rightly used. Grace 
opposes both pride in religious achievement and careless 
wrongdoing.

Movement: Chapters 1-2 defend Paul's gospel and calling. 
Chapters 3-4 explain promise, law, and sonship. Chapters 5-6 
describe freedom and life in the Spirit.
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Christ and the Trinity: God sends His Son and the Spirit 
of His Son into believers' hearts (4:4-6), revealing adoption 
through the Father's initiative.

Application: Do not add cultural requirements to the 
gospel. Walk by the Spirit. Restore struggling believers 
with humility and practical help.

Ephesians
Authorship and date: Bears Paul's name; traditionally dated to 
imprisonment c. AD 60-62, while some scholars propose later 
composition.

Chapters: 6.

Key passage: Ephesians 2:8-10.

Purpose: To explain the church's unity and calling in Christ.

Main message: Salvation is a gift that creates a people for 
good works. Christ removes hostility and brings Jews and 
Gentiles into one household. The church's identity is larger 
than ethnicity, social standing, or local preference. Its 
unity is something to live out, not merely a slogan to 
announce.

The second half explains how grace changes conduct, 
speech, relationships, and spiritual perseverance. The 
household instructions belong to an ancient social setting 
and must be read together with the demand for love and 
Christlike service. Spiritual warfare is not a licence to treat 
human neighbours as the enemy.

Movement: Chapters 1-3 explain blessing, salvation, 
reconciliation, and the church. Chapters 4-6 describe unity, new 
conduct, relationships, and standing firm.



THE BIBLE SURVEY  |  THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

98

Christ and the Trinity: Believers have access to the 
Father through Christ in one Spirit (2:18). Chapter 1 also 
joins election, redemption, and sealing by the Spirit.

Application: Guard unity without hiding wrongdoing. 
Replace destructive speech with words that build up. 
Serve family and community with sacrificial love.

Philippians
Authorship and date: Paul during imprisonment; Rome c. AD 
60-62 is a common proposal, with other prison settings 
discussed.

Chapters: 4.

Key passage: Philippians 2:5-11.

Purpose: To encourage gospel partnership, unity, humility, and 
perseverance.

Main message: Joy does not require freedom from 
trouble. Paul's confinement becomes another setting for 
witness, and the church is called to share his concern for 
the gospel. Christ's humility is the central pattern: status is 
not used for selfish advantage, but expressed through 
obedient service.

The call to unity reaches practical disagreements within 
the church. Contentment is learned in both scarcity and 
abundance. Philippians 4:13 concerns endurance in those 
circumstances, not a promise of unlimited achievement in 
any chosen project.

Movement: Chapter 1 describes partnership and adversity. 
Chapter 2 teaches humility. Chapter 3 directs confidence toward 
Christ. Chapter 4 addresses relationships, prayer, contentment, 
and gratitude.
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Christ and the Trinity: Christ shares divine status yet 
truly takes servant form. Confession of His lordship 
glorifies the Father (2:11), and believers worship by God's 
Spirit (3:3).

Application: Put another person's good before status. Pray 
about anxiety while receiving practical help. Learn 
contentment without becoming indifferent to justice or 
responsible improvement.

Colossians
Authorship and date: Bears Paul's name; traditionally c. AD 60-
62 in imprisonment, with authorship and date debated by some 
scholars.

Chapters: 4.

Key passage: Colossians 1:15-20.

Purpose: To establish Christ's supremacy and resist teachings 
that diminish His sufficiency.

Main message: Christ stands above every created power 
and is the head of the church. Believers do not need 
additional spiritual systems to complete what God has 
given in Him. Human traditions, severe regulations, and 
fascination with intermediaries can look impressive 
without producing genuine transformation.

The new life is expressed through compassion, 
forgiveness, truth, worship, and responsible conduct. The 
letter's ancient household instructions must be understood 
in their setting and through their emphasis on 
accountability to Christ. His lordship challenges 
exploitation rather than excusing it.
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Movement: Chapter 1 proclaims Christ and Paul's service. 
Chapter 2 confronts misleading teaching. Chapters 3-4 describe 
new conduct and relationships.

Christ and the Trinity: The fullness of deity dwells bodily 
in Christ (2:9). The Father qualifies and transfers His 
people into the Son's kingdom (1:12-13); love in the Spirit 
is named in 1:8.

Application: Centre faith on Christ rather than spiritual 
fashion. Practise forgiveness. Let His supremacy shape 
work and relationships, not only doctrinal statements.

First Thessalonians
Authorship and date: Paul with Silvanus and Timothy, c. AD 
50-51.

Chapters: 5.

Key passage: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

Purpose: To encourage a young church in holiness, love, and 
resurrection hope.

Main message: The gospel produces a community that 
turns from idols and waits for God's Son. Paul remembers 
his care among them and urges growth in conduct. Young 
believers need encouragement as well as correction. 
Christian mission should not rely on deceit, flattery, or 
greedy motives.

The church grieves members who have died before 
Christ's return. Paul answers with hope grounded in Jesus' 
resurrection. Grief is not forbidden; it is transformed by 
hope. Read the return passages as encouragement toward 
readiness, not instructions to calculate a date.
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Movement: Chapters 1-3 recall conversion, ministry, and 
concern. Chapters 4-5 teach holiness, brotherly love, 
resurrection, watchfulness, and communal care.

Christ and the Trinity: Believers belong to God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus (1:1), receive the gospel in the Spirit 
(1:5), and await the Son (1:10).

Application: Encourage grieving people gently. Work 
faithfully while waiting for Christ. Practise prayer, 
gratitude, and discernment without despising genuine 
spiritual ministry.

Second Thessalonians
Authorship and date: Bears Paul's name with Silvanus and 
Timothy; traditionally c. AD 51-52, with some scholarly debate.

Chapters: 3.

Key passage: 2 Thessalonians 2:15-17.

Purpose: To steady believers unsettled by persecution and 
confused claims about Christ's return.

Main message: Suffering believers need endurance and 
confidence in God's justice. The letter warns against 
accepting alarming messages as though the day of the 
Lord has already arrived. Its difficult descriptions of 
rebellion and lawlessness have several Christian 
interpretations. Their purpose is steadiness and 
faithfulness rather than speculative certainty.

Some people refuse ordinary work and disrupt the 
community. The correction addresses unwillingness to 
work, not inability caused by illness, disability, 
unemployment, or other hardship. Care for the vulnerable 
remains a Christian responsibility.
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Movement: Chapter 1 encourages endurance. Chapter 2 
corrects confusion about the day of the Lord. Chapter 3 
addresses prayer, work, and discipline.

Christ and the Trinity: God chooses and calls His people 
through the gospel, with sanctification by the Spirit (2:13-
14). Christ's return brings judgment and relief.

Application: Test sensational religious claims. Continue 
ordinary responsibilities. Correct disruptive conduct while 
distinguishing refusal from genuine need.

First Timothy
Authorship and date: Bears Paul's name; traditional Pauline 
chronology places it c. AD 63-65, while many scholars discuss 
later authorship.

Chapters: 6.

Key passage: 1 Timothy 3:14-15.

Purpose: To guide sound teaching, leadership, and care in the 
church.

Main message: A church needs truth expressed through 
faithful character. Speculative teaching and selfish 
ambition threaten its life. Paul directs Timothy toward 
prayer, appropriate leadership, care for vulnerable 
members, and conduct worthy of the gospel. A leader's 
reputation at home and among outsiders matters.

Instructions concerning men, women, widows, and elders 
require attention to the Ephesian setting and comparison 
with the whole New Testament. Christians differ on some 
applications. The clear demand is that teaching and 
conduct serve God's household rather than personal 
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power. Wealth is uncertain, and love of money is 
dangerous.

Movement: Chapter 1 addresses false teaching. Chapters 2-3 
concern worship and leaders. Chapters 4-6 develop pastoral 
conduct and communal care.

Christ and the Trinity: Christ is the one mediator (2:5-6), 
truly human and giving Himself for others. The Spirit 
speaks concerning dangerous teachings (4:1). The Father 
desires people to come to the knowledge of truth.

Application: Select leaders for character. Care responsibly 
for vulnerable people. Use wealth generously rather than 
making it the measure of spiritual success.

Second Timothy
Authorship and date: Bears Paul's name; traditionally his final 
imprisonment c. AD 64-67, with authorship debated by some 
scholars.

Chapters: 4.

Key passage: 2 Timothy 3:16-17.

Purpose: To encourage perseverance and the faithful 
transmission of the gospel.

Main message: Timothy must guard the entrusted 
message amid suffering and opposition. Faithful ministry 
may lack public popularity, but its value rests on Christ. 
Paul's remembrance of Timothy's family faith shows that 
spiritual formation often begins before formal leadership. 
Teaching should be passed to dependable people who can 
teach others.
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Scripture equips God's servants for good work. At the time 
described, Timothy's childhood Scriptures would chiefly 
be Israel's sacred writings. The Christian confession of the 
inspiration of the whole Bible should not erase that 
immediate setting. The final appeal urges steady preaching 
and enduring service.

Movement: Chapter 1 encourages courage. Chapter 2 describes 
faithful service and transmission. Chapter 3 warns about 
corrupt conduct and commends Scripture. Chapter 4 gives the 
final charge.

Christ and the Trinity: God's grace is given in Christ (1:9), 
who destroys death's claim through the gospel. The Holy 
Spirit guards the entrusted message (1:14).

Application: Teach the next generation carefully. Remain 
faithful when service becomes lonely. Use Scripture to 
form good conduct rather than merely win arguments.

Titus
Authorship and date: Bears Paul's name; traditionally c. AD 63-
65, with later proposals in scholarship. Addressed to Titus in 
Crete.

Chapters: 3.

Key passage: Titus 2:11-14.

Purpose: To establish faithful leadership and show how grace 
trains believers for good works.

Main message: Sound teaching should produce an 
ordered, credible community. Leaders must have 
trustworthy character, and believers of different ages 
should learn conduct that honours the gospel. The letter 
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does not treat good works as the purchase price of 
salvation; they are a fitting result of grace.

God's saving kindness changes how believers treat 
outsiders. Former wrongdoing should encourage humility 
rather than contempt. Avoiding foolish disputes allows the 
church to concentrate on useful service and faithful 
witness.

Movement: Chapter 1 concerns leadership and false teaching. 
Chapter 2 addresses conduct shaped by grace. Chapter 3 
explains salvation, civic behaviour, and practical usefulness.

Christ and the Trinity: God saves through renewal by the 
Holy Spirit, poured out through Jesus Christ (3:4-7). Titus 
2:13 connects hope with Christ's appearing.

Application: Let doctrine improve conduct. Train younger 
believers through example. Serve the community with 
humility, remembering the mercy you have received.

Philemon
Authorship and date: Paul during imprisonment, commonly c. 
AD 60-62.

Chapters: 1.

Key passage: Philemon 15-16.

Purpose: To appeal for the reception of Onesimus as a beloved 
brother.

Main message: The gospel changes relationships shaped 
by status and ownership. Paul appeals to Philemon on 
behalf of Onesimus, whom he has come to regard as a 
spiritual son. The letter's precise circumstances are not 
completely stated; the common runaway-slave 
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reconstruction should not be treated as every detail being 
certain.

Paul offers to bear a debt and urges welcome as though 
welcoming Paul himself. The letter does not issue a 
general political programme abolishing slavery, but its 
demand to receive a brother challenges dehumanization. 
It must never be used to defend enslavement or compel 
someone into an unsafe situation.

Movement: Verses 1-7 express greeting and gratitude. Verses 8-
21 present the appeal. Verses 22-25 give final requests and 
greetings.

Christ and the Trinity: Fellowship and grace in Christ 
frame the appeal. Paul's offer provides a limited 
illustration of intercession and costly reconciliation; he is 
not Christ, and the text contains no full Trinitarian 
formula.

Application: Recognize dignity across social boundaries. 
Practise reconciliation responsibly. Use influence to appeal 
for another person's good rather than merely command 
compliance.

Hebrews
Authorship and date: Anonymous; proposed writers include 
several early Christian figures, but none is certain. Commonly 
dated before or around AD 70, with later proposals also 
discussed.

Chapters: 13.

Key passage: Hebrews 4:14-16.

Purpose: To encourage perseverance through the superiority 
and sufficiency of Christ.
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Main message: Jesus is the definitive revelation of God 
and the faithful high priest. He surpasses angels, Moses, 
and the old sacrificial system, not because the Old 
Testament was worthless, but because He fulfils its 
forward-looking purpose. Repeated sacrifices contrast 
with His decisive offering.

Warnings urge readers not to drift, harden their hearts, or 
abandon faith. The examples in chapter 11 describe trust 
amid both victory and suffering. Some faithful people are 
delivered; others die. The call to perseverance rests on 
Jesus, who endured the cross and opens access to God.

Movement: Chapters 1-4 proclaim the Son and urge faithful 
listening. Chapters 5-10 develop priesthood, covenant, and 
sacrifice. Chapters 11-13 encourage enduring faith and 
communal conduct.

Christ and the Trinity: The Son reveals the Father (1:1-3), 
offers Himself through the eternal Spirit (9:14), and 
establishes access to God. His true humanity enables 
compassionate priesthood.

Application: Approach God confidently through Christ. 
Encourage others regularly. Persevere without assuming 
that faith guarantees escape from every earthly hardship.

James
Authorship and date: James, traditionally Jesus' brother; 
possible dates extend from the AD 40s into the later first 
century.

Chapters: 5.

Key passage: James 1:22.

Purpose: To teach active, whole-hearted faith in everyday life.
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Main message: Hearing God's word must lead to doing it. 
Trials can form endurance, but temptation should not be 
blamed on God. Favouritism toward wealthy people 
contradicts the faith being professed. Speech, planning, 
business, care for the needy, and prayer all reveal the 
condition of a person's faith.

James challenges a faith that consists only of a claim. Paul 
rejects works as the basis for earning justification; James 
rejects a profession that produces no obedience or mercy. 
Their different questions should be understood before 
assuming their teaching cancels itself out.

Movement: Chapter 1 concerns trials and responsive faith. 
Chapter 2 addresses favouritism and works. Chapters 3-4 
concern speech, wisdom, and conflict. Chapter 5 addresses 
wealth, patience, and prayer.

Christ and the Trinity: James identifies Jesus as Lord of 
glory (2:1) and speaks of the Father as giver (1:17). James 
4:5 is difficult to translate and should not bear the whole 
argument for the Spirit's personhood.

Application: Help someone in need rather than offering 
words alone. Control harmful speech. Make plans humbly 
and conduct business justly.

First Peter
Authorship and date: Bears Peter's name; traditionally c. AD 
60-64, with some scholarly debate. Addressed to dispersed 
believers in Asia Minor.

Chapters: 5.

Key passage: 1 Peter 1:3-5.
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Purpose: To strengthen believers facing hostility and call them 
to holy conduct.

Main message: Resurrection gives living hope to people 
whose circumstances make them feel like strangers. Their 
identity rests in God's mercy, and their conduct should 
make the gospel credible. Suffering for wrongdoing is 
different from suffering for faithful conduct. The letter 
does not glorify every form of pain.

Christ's suffering supplies a pattern of faithfulness, while 
His saving work is more than an example. Household 
instructions must be read within their ancient context and 
alongside Christian dignity and accountability. They 
should not be used to excuse abuse or deny someone 
protection.

Movement: Chapters 1-2 explain identity and holiness. 
Chapters 2-4 address conduct and suffering. Chapter 5 instructs 
leaders and the community.

Christ and the Trinity: Believers are chosen according to 
the Father's foreknowledge, sanctified by the Spirit, and 
brought to obedience and cleansing through Jesus (1:2).

Application: Live honourably under pressure. Lead by 
example instead of domination. Seek help against abuse 
while entrusting yourself to God's faithful care.

Second Peter
Authorship and date: Bears Peter's name; traditionally c. AD 
64-67. Many scholars discuss a later date and authorship.

Chapters: 3.

Key passage: 2 Peter 3:18.
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Purpose: To encourage growth and resist false teaching and 
contempt for Christ's return.

Main message: Knowledge of Christ should produce moral 
growth. Teachers who promise freedom while serving 
corruption mislead the community. The letter appeals to 
apostolic witness and prophetic Scripture, warning 
readers against confident speech that rejects 
accountability.

The apparent delay of Christ's coming reflects God's 
patience, not the collapse of His promise. The conclusion 
calls believers to holy living and growth in grace. Difficult 
teaching should encourage care, not reckless certainty; the 
writer notes that Paul's letters can be misunderstood (3:15-
16).

Movement: Chapter 1 calls for growth and trustworthy witness. 
Chapter 2 exposes corrupt teachers. Chapter 3 addresses the 
coming judgment and new creation.

Christ and the Trinity: Jesus is identified as God and 
Saviour in 1:1. The Father honours the Son at the 
transfiguration (1:17), and the Holy Spirit moves prophetic 
speakers (1:21).

Application: Test teachers by message and conduct. Grow 
steadily in virtue. Treat God's patience as an invitation to 
repentance rather than an excuse for carelessness.

First John
Authorship and date: Anonymous, traditionally John the 
apostle; usually placed near the end of the first century.

Chapters: 5.

Key passage: 1 John 5:11-13.
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Purpose: To give assurance through truth about Christ, 
obedience, and love.

Main message: The message concerns the real Jesus 
whom witnesses heard and saw. Denying His coming in 
the flesh undermines the gospel. Fellowship with God 
cannot be separated from truthful confession, obedience, 
and love for fellow believers. Claims to spiritual insight 
are tested through conduct.

Assurance does not require pretending to be sinless. The 
letter provides confession and Christ's advocacy while 
refusing to excuse a settled pattern of lovelessness. Its 
contrasts challenge readers to examine direction and 
allegiance, not to abandon hope after every failure.

Movement: Chapters 1-2 address light, sin, advocacy, and 
obedience. Chapters 3-4 develop love and discernment. Chapter 
5 emphasizes faith, life, and assurance.

Christ and the Trinity: The Father sends the Son; the 
Spirit gives testimony and assures believers (4:13-14). The 
disputed wording in some editions of 5:7 should not be 
used as the sole proof of the Trinity; clearer passages 
establish it.

Application: Confess sin honestly. Love concretely. Test 
religious claims by their confession of Christ and their 
fruit in relationships.

Second John
Authorship and date: The elder, traditionally identified with 
John; late first century.

Chapters: 1.

Key passage: 2 John 6.
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Purpose: To unite love with faithfulness to the truth about 
Jesus.

Main message: Love is not detached from obedience and 
truth. The short letter warns against teachers who deny 
Jesus Christ coming in the flesh. Its address to an elect lady 
and her children may concern an individual household or 
a church described symbolically; both interpretations are 
discussed.

The caution about receiving a teacher concerns giving 
support and a platform to a mission that undermines the 
gospel. It is not a command to avoid kindness toward 
everyone with whom we disagree. Discernment guards the 
community without abolishing Christian love.

Movement: Verses 1-6 affirm truth and love. Verses 7-11 warn 
about deceivers. Verses 12-13 express the desire for personal 
fellowship.

Christ and the Trinity: The Father and Son are named 
together in verse 3; the real incarnation is central. The 
Spirit is not explicitly mentioned, so this letter should not 
be forced into a complete three-person formula.

Application: Join kindness with discernment. Do not 
sponsor teaching that contradicts Christ's identity. Prefer 
honest personal conversation where misunderstanding 
can be addressed.

Third John
Authorship and date: The elder, traditionally John; late first 
century.

Chapters: 1.

Key passage: 3 John 8.



THE BIBLE SURVEY  |  THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

113

Purpose: To encourage hospitality and confront controlling 
leadership.

Main message: Gaius receives travelling workers and 
supports the spread of truth. Diotrephes seeks 
prominence, rejects the elder's authority, and obstructs 
those who practise hospitality. Leadership that makes one 
person's control more important than the community's 
faithfulness damages the church.

The wish for Gaius' health in verse 2 is a personal greeting, 
not a universal promise that spiritual maturity guarantees 
wealth and physical health. The letter's chief concern is 
faithful action, trustworthy reputation, and support for 
gospel workers.

Movement: Verses 1-8 commend Gaius. Verses 9-10 confront 
Diotrephes. Verses 11-15 commend good example and 
anticipate a visit.

Christ and the Trinity: Workers go out for the Name 
(verse 7), commonly understood as Christ's name. The 
letter does not explicitly present Father, Son, and Spirit 
together.

Application: Support trustworthy ministry. Resist leaders 
who silence others to preserve status. Imitate good 
conduct and examine the use of your own influence.

Jude
Authorship and date: Jude, identifying himself as James' 
brother and Jesus' servant; traditionally understood as Jesus' 
brother. Often dated broadly within the AD 60s-90s.

Chapters: 1.

Key passage: Jude 20-21.
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Purpose: To defend the faith against corrupt teaching and 
conduct.

Main message: Grace is being distorted into permission 
for wrongdoing. Jude uses biblical and other Jewish 
examples to warn that religious association does not 
remove accountability. His references to traditions also 
found in works such as 1 Enoch show the need to 
understand the literary world of early Christianity.

Quoting an outside text does not automatically declare 
every part of that text canonical. Jude calls believers to 
build one another up, pray, remain in God's love, and help 
endangered people with mercy and discernment. Defence 
of truth must not become an excuse for cruelty.

Movement: Verses 1-4 state the concern. Verses 5-16 describe 
warning examples. Verses 17-23 direct the community. Verses 
24-25 close in praise.

Christ and the Trinity: Believers pray in the Holy Spirit, 
remain in God's love, and await Jesus Christ's mercy (20-
21). These distinct relationships support the wider 
Trinitarian confession.

Application: Reject teaching that excuses exploitation. 
Help struggling believers wisely. Defend truth with 
humility and mercy, trusting God to preserve His people.

Revelation
Authorship and date: John, writing from Patmos; traditionally 
John the apostle, though identification is debated. Commonly 
dated c. AD 95 under Domitian, with an earlier date also 
proposed.

Chapters: 22.
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Key passage: Revelation 21:3-5.

Purpose: To encourage faithful worship and endurance 
through the victory of God and the Lamb.

Main message: Revelation is a letter, prophecy, and 
apocalypse. It addresses seven real churches before 
opening visions of heavenly worship, conflict, judgment, 
and new creation. Its symbols draw heavily on earlier 
Scripture. The book's central question is whom people will 
worship and trust when empire, wealth, and fear demand 
allegiance.

The slain and risen Lamb conquers. Christian interpreters 
differ over the sequence and timing of particular visions 
and the millennium. Those differences should not obscure 
the clear conclusion: evil is judged, God's people are 
vindicated, and His dwelling is with humanity. Revelation 
is not apocryphal; it belongs to the New Testament canon.

Movement: Chapters 1-3 address the churches. Chapters 4-5 
reveal throne and Lamb. Chapters 6-20 depict conflict and 
judgment. Chapters 21-22 present new creation and the 
invitation to life.

Christ and the Trinity: God and the Lamb receive 
worship; the Spirit speaks to the churches and joins the 
invitation to come (22:17). Symbolic language must be 
understood carefully alongside clearer Trinitarian 
passages.

Application: Refuse idolatrous allegiance. Endure 
faithfully without sensational date-setting. Let the hope of 
renewed creation inspire worship, justice, and holy living 
now.
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Part Ten The New Testament story and 
the whole Bible

The life of Jesus in sequence
The Gospels share one central witness but select and 
arrange material differently. A combined timeline is a 
reading aid, not a replacement for each Gospel's literary 
shape. Some events can be placed confidently, while the 
exact order of others is debated. The dates below are 
conventional approximate dates, not a claim that every 
Gospel scene carries a calendar date.

Stage Events Read

Preparation Announcements 
concerning John and 
Jesus and the births under 
Herod

Matthew 1-2 and Luke 1-2

Early life Presentation at the temple 
and the account of Jesus 
at twelve

Luke 2

Public 
preparation

John preaches repentance 
and baptizes Jesus

Matthew 3 and Mark 1 and 
Luke 3 and John 1

Testing Jesus resists temptation 
before His public mission

Matthew 4 and Luke 4

Early signs Cana and early Judean 
encounters reveal His 
identity

John 2-4

Galilean ministry Teaching healing calling 
disciples and proclaiming 
the kingdom

Matthew 4-13 and Mark 1-6 
and Luke 4-9

Growing 
response

Feeding the crowds 
walking on the sea and 
varied responses to Jesus

Matthew 14 and Mark 6 and 
John 6
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Stage Events Read

Identity and 
suffering

Peter confesses and 
Jesus teaches His coming 
suffering

Matthew 16 and Mark 8 and 
Luke 9

Transfiguration The Father's affirmation 
and Jesus' glory 
strengthen the disciples

Matthew 17 and Mark 9 and 
Luke 9

Journey toward 
Jerusalem

Teaching on discipleship 
mercy prayer wealth and 
readiness

Luke 9-19 and parallel 
passages

Final signs and 
conflict

Lazarus is raised and 
opposition intensifies

John 11-12

Jerusalem entry Jesus enters as king and 
confronts misuse of the 
temple

Matthew 21 and Mark 11 
and Luke 19 and John 12

Final teaching Disputes warnings and 
instruction prepare for the 
passion

Matthew 22-25 and Mark 
12-13 and Luke 20-21

Final meal Jesus serves teaches and 
establishes the covenant 
remembrance

Matthew 26 and Luke 22 
and John 13-17

Arrest and trials Betrayal hearings and 
Roman sentencing lead to 
crucifixion

Passion accounts in all four 
Gospels

Death and burial Jesus truly dies and is 
buried

Matthew 27 and Mark 15 
and Luke 23 and John 19

Resurrection The empty tomb and 
appearances proclaim His 
victory

Matthew 28 and Mark 16 
and Luke 24 and John 20-
21

Commission and 
ascension

Witnesses are sent and 
await the promised Spirit

Matthew 28 and Luke 24 
and Acts 1

Jesus' public ministry is commonly placed in the late AD 
20s and early 30s. AD 30 and AD 33 are common proposals 
for the crucifixion. The survey does not need to settle 
every chronological debate in order to state the gospel 
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clearly: Christ died for sins, was buried, rose, and 
appeared to witnesses (1 Corinthians 15:3-8).

From Pentecost to the mission among the nations
Pentecost in Acts 2 marks a decisive stage in the church's 
public witness. The Spirit empowers proclamation, and 
the community learns shared life, prayer, teaching, and 
generosity. Opposition appears almost immediately. 
Growth includes internal dangers such as deceit and 
neglected people, showing that the church's challenges are 
not only external.

Stephen's death and the dispersal of believers lead into 
wider mission. Philip ministers in Samaria and meets the 
Ethiopian official. Saul encounters the risen Jesus and 
becomes a witness of the message he formerly opposed. 
Peter's encounter with Cornelius demonstrates the 
inclusion of Gentiles. The Antioch community becomes an 
important base for mission.

Paul's journeys take the gospel through cities and regions 
of the eastern Roman world. Churches are planted, taught, 
corrected, and strengthened. Letters arise from this living 
mission; they are not detached essays arranged in the 
order they were written. Romans appears first among 
Paul's letters because of the collection's arrangement, not 
because it was his earliest letter.

Approximate 
period

Event Reading connection

Early AD 30s Pentecost and Jerusalem 
witness

Acts 2-7
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Approximate 
period

Event Reading connection

AD 30s Wider mission and Saul's 
conversion

Acts 8-9

AD 30s-40s Cornelius and Antioch Acts 10-12

c. AD 46-48 First missionary journey Acts 13-14

c. AD 49 Jerusalem discussion on 
Gentile inclusion

Acts 15

c. AD 49-52 Second missionary 
journey

Acts 15:36-18:22 and 
Thessalonian letters

c. AD 53-57 Third missionary journey Acts 18:23-21:16 and 
Corinthian letters and 
Romans

c. AD 57-59 Arrest and hearings Acts 21-26

c. AD 59-62 Voyage to Rome and 
confinement

Acts 27-28 and common 
setting for prison letters

AD 60s onward Later apostolic ministry 
and developing churches

Pastoral and general letters 
with debated dates

AD 70 Roman destruction of 
Jerusalem and the temple

Historical background 
important for dating 
discussions

Late first century Continued witness under 
pressure

Johannine letters and 
Revelation in common 
dating

The letters can be read alongside Acts, but not every letter 
can be fitted into a securely identified event. The Pastoral 
Letters are traditionally placed within ministry after the 
period recorded in Acts. Other scholars propose a different 
account of their composition. Stating the uncertainty 
keeps the timeline useful and honest.
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One story across sixty six books
The Bible's storyline can be remembered through creation, 
human rebellion, promise, covenant, kingdom, exile, 
restoration, Christ, church, and new creation. These words 
are guideposts rather than a substitute for the books. 
Wisdom and poetry often address life within those stages 
rather than advancing the sequence of events.

God's holiness and mercy remain important throughout. 
The Old Testament contains grace, forgiveness, and faith; 
the New Testament contains warning, judgment, and 
commands. It is therefore misleading to say that one 
Testament has only law and the other only love. The 
coming of Christ brings fulfilment and a decisive new-
covenant stage without making the earlier witness false.

Israel's history explains the vocabulary of Jesus' ministry. 
Passover, covenant, kingdom, temple, sacrifice, priesthood, 
and Messiah already carry meaning before the Gospels 
begin. The New Testament's teaching becomes clearer 
when readers know that background. In turn, the New 
Testament teaches Christians how these themes reach 
their fulfilment in Christ.

Christ in the whole Bible
The strongest connections begin with the New Testament's 
own use of earlier Scripture. Adam is contrasted with 
Christ in Romans 5. Passover is connected to Christ in 1 
Corinthians 5. The priesthood and sanctuary are explained 
through Jesus in Hebrews. The Davidic promises form part 
of the Gospel account of His kingship. The suffering 
servant provides language for His redemptive mission.
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Other connections can be useful illustrations if their limits 
are made clear. Boaz's redemption, Joseph's forgiveness, 
and Esther's intercession help readers reflect on rescue 
and mediation. Yet an illustration is not proof that every 
detail predicted Jesus. A biblical comparison should 
increase understanding rather than generate a secret 
code.

Joseph was rejected by his brothers, endured injustice, and 
later helped preserve lives (Genesis 37-50). Jesus was 
rejected, suffered unjustly, and brings salvation. Joseph's 
forgiveness gives a powerful human example of mercy, 
but Joseph did not die and rise again. Genesis 37:28's 
removal from the pit is therefore an analogy of 
deliverance, not an exact account of resurrection. Jesus' 
saving work exceeds the comparison in both identity and 
accomplishment.

The tabernacle expresses God's presence, holy worship, 
and the need for access and cleansing. Hebrews explains 
these themes through Christ. Its teaching should guide 
interpretation before we assign meanings to every 
measurement or material. Not every attractive sermon 
comparison is a doctrine established by the text.

Understanding difficult passages
A difficulty should lead to careful reading, not immediate 
denial or instant accusation. First ask whether two 
accounts really make incompatible claims. One writer may 
mention one person while another mentions two, without 
the first saying only one existed. Different selection is not 
automatically contradiction. At the same time, genuine 
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questions about wording, transmission, and history should 
not be dismissed without study.

Chronicles and Kings select details for different purposes. 
Proverbs 26:4-5 places contrasting instructions together 
because circumstances differ. Paul's and James' 
discussions of works address different errors. The Gospels 
may arrange some material thematically. These 
observations help, but no one formula resolves every 
textual problem.

Distinguish the original biblical text, manuscript copies, 
translation, interpretation, and personal application. A 
copying variation is not identical to a theological 
disagreement, and disagreement does not justify inventing 
missing evidence. Consult reliable reference works when 
needed, and acknowledge when a proposed solution is 
possible rather than certain.

Lee Strobel's The Case for Christ is one example of modern 
Christian apologetic research concerned with Gospel 
evidence. Readers interested in apologetics can compare 
its discussion of witnesses with the Gospel texts, 
distinguishing evidence, interpretation, and conclusions.

A practical reading pathway
Begin with one Gospel, such as Luke or Mark, to meet 
Jesus directly. Read Acts to see the mission continue. Read 
Genesis and Exodus to understand beginnings, promise, 
redemption, and covenant. Add selected Psalms for 
prayer, then follow the historical sequence through 
Samuel, Kings, exile, and restoration. Read prophetic 
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books alongside their historical settings rather than 
treating them as isolated predictions.

Return to the remaining Gospels and read the letters with 
attention to their recipients and problems. Finish with 
Revelation after becoming familiar with the earlier 
Scriptures it echoes. A reading pathway is an aid, not a 
rule that every Christian must follow the same order. 
Younger readers may use selected passages with an adult 
while gradually growing toward complete books.

For every book ask: What does it reveal about God? What 
problem does it address? How does it belong to the story of 
redemption? What response does it call for? What should I 
avoid assuming? Write a short summary before consulting 
another explanation. This develops understanding rather 
than dependence on someone else's words.

Closing reflection and prayer
The purpose of surveying the Bible is fulfilled when the 
collection becomes more understandable and the reader is 
led back to Scripture. Knowing the number of books or the 
date of a king can help, but the deeper aim is faithful 
understanding of God's message. Let knowledge become 
worship, mercy, truthful conduct, and hope in Christ.

Father, thank You for the witness of Scripture. Help us 
understand its different books and recognize Your 
faithfulness through the whole story. Fix our hope on 
Jesus Christ, who truly died and rose for our salvation. 
Guide us by the Holy Spirit, and let what we learn become 
love and obedience. Amen.



THE BIBLE SURVEY  |  THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

124

A practical eight-week Bible survey
Week 1: Beginnings and covenant

Core reading: Genesis 1–12; Exodus 1–20; Deuteronomy 6

Discuss: What does this reading reveal about God, the 
people, the covenant or Christ? How does it connect to the 
previous week, and what action follows?

Week 2: Land, judges and kings

Core reading: Joshua 1; Judges 2; Ruth; 1 Samuel 16; 2 
Samuel 7

Discuss: What does this reading reveal about God, the 
people, the covenant or Christ? How does it connect to the 
previous week, and what action follows?

Week 3: Division, prophets and exile

Core reading: 1 Kings 12; 2 Kings 17, 25; Isaiah 6, 53; 
Jeremiah 31; Ezekiel 36

Discuss: What does this reading reveal about God, the 
people, the covenant or Christ? How does it connect to the 
previous week, and what action follows?

Week 4: Wisdom and restoration

Core reading: Psalms 1, 23, 119; Proverbs 1; Job 1–2, 38–42; 
Ezra 1; Nehemiah 8; Malachi 3

Discuss: What does this reading reveal about God, the 
people, the covenant or Christ? How does it connect to the 
previous week, and what action follows?
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Week 5: Jesus in the Gospels

Core reading: Mark; Matthew 5–7, 28; Luke 15, 24; John 1, 
3, 20

Discuss: What does this reading reveal about God, the 
people, the covenant or Christ? How does it connect to the 
previous week, and what action follows?

Week 6: The Church begins

Core reading: Acts 1–2, 8–10, 15, 17; Romans 1–8

Discuss: What does this reading reveal about God, the 
people, the covenant or Christ? How does it connect to the 
previous week, and what action follows?

Week 7: Life in Christ

Core reading: 1 Corinthians 12–15; Galatians 5; Ephesians 
1–6; James 1–2

Discuss: What does this reading reveal about God, the 
people, the covenant or Christ? How does it connect to the 
previous week, and what action follows?

Week 8: Perseverance and hope

Core reading: Hebrews 11–12; 1 Peter; 1 John; Revelation 1
–3, 21–22

Discuss: What does this reading reveal about God, the 
people, the covenant or Christ? How does it connect to the 
previous week, and what action follows?

Key terms for quick reference
Apocalypse. An unveiling through symbolic visions; 
Revelation is an apocalypse and prophecy.
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Apocrypha. Writings whose canonical status differs 
across communities; in many Protestant editions a name 
for certain Jewish writings outside the 66-book canon.

Canon. The recognised collection of sacred writings 
received as Scripture by a religious community.

Christology. Study of the person and work of Jesus Christ, 
fully divine and fully human in historic Christian 
confession.

Covenant. A binding relationship or arrangement that 
includes promises and responsibilities.

Diaspora. Jewish communities living outside the land of 
Israel/Judah.

Eisegesis. Reading a preferred idea into a text rather than 
allowing its context to guide interpretation.

Epistle. A letter; many New Testament books are letters to 
churches or individuals.

Eschatology. Teaching about the last things, final 
judgment, resurrection and new creation.

Exegesis. Careful explanation of what a passage means in 
its literary and historical setting.

Gospel. Good news; also the literary name for the four 
accounts of Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection.

Hermeneutics. The principles and practice of interpreting 
texts, including Scripture.

Inspiration. The Christian confession that God speaks 
through Scripture, often described as God-breathed (2 
Timothy 3:16).
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Messiah / Christ. Hebrew and Greek terms meaning 
anointed one; Christians identify Jesus as the promised 
Messiah.

Pentateuch. The first five books of the Bible, traditionally 
associated with Moses.

Prophecy. Speech or writing claiming to convey God’s 
message; it may address present injustice, warn, comfort 
or speak of future hope.

Septuagint (LXX). The ancient Greek translation tradition 
of Jewish Scriptures, begun before the New Testament era.

Synoptic Gospels. Matthew, Mark and Luke, which share 
much narrative material and perspective.

Theophany / Christophany. A theophany is an 
appearance or manifestation of God; a Christophany is a 
Christian interpretation of an appearance as involving 
Christ before the incarnation.

Trinity. The Christian confession of one God eternally 
existing as Father, Son and Holy Spirit; not three gods or 
one person changing masks.

Typology. A reading in which an earlier person, event or 
institution foreshadows a later fulfilment; strongest where 
the New Testament explicitly makes the connection.
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Sources and further reading
The biblical book surveys are original teaching summaries grounded 
in the passages named within them and in the author's submitted 
Bible Survey manuscript. They summarize the sixty-six-book 
Protestant arrangement. Direct extended Bible quotations have been 
replaced with references and explanatory paraphrases; readers 
should consult their own Bible for the full text. Authorship and dates 
are introductory ranges or traditional attributions, not a claim that 
scholarly discussions are settled.

The numbered sources support historical and statistical statements. 
Website material is summarized, not reproduced as a substitute for 
reading the source. Sources were consulted on 14 October 2026.

[1] Bible Gateway, Encyclopedia of the Bible, Septuagint. 
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-bible/Septuagint

[2] Athanasius, Festal Letter 39, AD 367, sections 4-7, translation hosted by 
New Advent. https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/2806039.htm

[3] Bible SuperSearch, The Number of Verses in the Bible, 25 February 2019; 
KJV database counts. https://www.biblesupersearch.com/2019/02/the-number-
of-verses-in-the-bible/

[4] KJV Audio Bible, KJV Bible Statistics and Fascinating Facts; measurement-
specific comparisons. https://kjvaudiobible.com/kjv-bible-stats

[5] Bible Gateway, KJV passages: Genesis 1:1; Malachi 4:6; Matthew 1:1; 
Revelation 22:21; John 11:35; 1 Thessalonians 5:16; 1 Chronicles 1:25; Job 3:2; 
Luke 20:30; Esther 8:9; Revelation 20:4. Read the verses alongside the stated 
counting method. https://www.biblegateway.com/

[6] Theology of Work Project, Timeline of the Prophets, compared with biblical 
book headings, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, and Ezra. 
https://www.theologyofwork.org/old-testament/introduction-to-the-prophets/
timeline-of-the-prophets

[7] OpenStax, World History Volume 1, section 6.3, The Hellenistic Era. 
https://openstax.org/books/world-history-volume-1/pages/6-3-the-hellenistic-
era

[8] First Maccabees 1-4 and Second Maccabees 4-10; Bible Gateway, 
Encyclopedia of the Bible, Maccabees; USCCB introduction to First Maccabees. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-bible/Maccabee
s and https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1maccabees/0

[9] Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 21b, tradition concerning Hanukkah oil, 
hosted by Sefaria. https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.21b

[10] Oxford Classical Dictionary, Herod (1) the Great, entry published 7 March 
2016. https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780199381135.013.3059

[11] USCCB introduction to Judith, and its literary and chronological 
discussion. https://bible.usccb.org/bible/judith/0

[12] Israel Antiquities Authority, Leon Levy Dead Sea Scrolls Digital Library, 
Introduction and archive. https://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/learn-about-the-
scrolls/introduction?locale=en_US

[13] Anders Runesson, Synagogue, Oxford Bibliographies in Biblical Studies, 
2010. https://doi.org/10.1093/obo/9780195393361-0119

[14] Acts 23:6-10; Bible Gateway, Encyclopedia of the Bible entries Pharisees 
and Sadducees. https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-
bible/Pharisees and https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-
the-bible/Sadducees

Additional historical and authorship comparison: USCCB book 
introductions to Matthew, Luke, Hebrews, and First Timothy; these 
reflect one scholarly approach and are used for comparison, not as the 
handbook's denominational authority. Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ, 
is acknowledged as research named in the author's source 
manuscript.

About the author: Ssentaba Ronald Salongo writes and teaches biblical 
studies through Theos Transforming Ministries Library. This 
handbook belongs to his vision of making Scripture understandable 
for families, believers, teachers, and the coming generation.
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Continue your journey
Choose one biblical book to read next. Before reading, 
review its background and purpose. As you read, notice 
the people, repeated ideas, and movement of the message.

Ask: What does this book reveal about God? What does it 
reveal about human need? How does it contribute to the 
Bible’s larger story? Which passage helps me understand 
its main message?

Then ask: What should I believe, change, practise, or pray? 
Explain one discovery to someone else in words they can 
understand.

Keep the Bible open beside this handbook. Return to its 
passages, test your understanding in context, and allow 
knowledge to become love and faithful action.





