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Introduction

A child may ask, “Who is Jesus?” An adult may ask, “How
can I understand the whole New Testament without
getting lost?” These questions belong together. The New
Testament announces who Jesus Christ is, what He has
done for our salvation, and how people who belong to Him
are called to live. This handbook opens that message in
simple language. Its purpose is to help a reader move from
recognising the names of biblical books to understanding
their message.

The New Testament contains twenty-seven books, not
twenty-eight. They form a small library within the Bible:
four Gospels, one account of the church’s early mission,
twenty-one letters, and Revelation. Matthew has twenty-
eight chapters; the number of its chapters should not be
confused with the number of New Testament books. The
usual English chapter numbering gives the New Testament
260 chapters. Chapter and verse numbers are finding tools
added after the books were written. They help us locate
passages, but a sentence still belongs to its surrounding
paragraph and story.

“Testament” is connected with covenant. A covenant is a
relationship established with promises and
responsibilities. Jeremiah promised a new covenant
involving forgiveness and God’s instruction written upon
the heart (Jeremiah 31:31-34). At the final meal with His
disciples, Jesus connected the new covenant with His
coming death (Luke 22:20). The New Testament therefore
concerns more than the later pages of a large book. It
announces God’s saving relationship with His people
through Jesus Christ.
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The Old Testament remains the necessary beginning of
this story. Creation explains why the world and human life
matter. Sin explains our need for rescue. God’s promises to
Abraham point toward blessing for the nations. The
exodus, sacrifice, priesthood, kingdom, prophets, and hope
of restoration prepare readers to understand the language
surrounding Jesus. The New Testament does not introduce
a different Creator or a rival God. It presents the fulfilment
of God’s saving purpose, while teaching us to read the
earlier Scriptures with care.

Jesus stands at the centre. He is the eternal Son who
became truly human. He taught, loved, served, confronted
evil, suffered, died for sins, and rose bodily from the dead.
His saving work is the foundation of the apostles’ message.
We do not study His teaching as though His identity were
unimportant, or celebrate His identity while ignoring His
commands. The Lord who offers forgiveness also teaches
us to forgive; the King who gives life calls us to follow Him.

The Gospels are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. “Gospel”
means good news. Each writer presents Jesus with
particular emphases, selecting and arranging material to
communicate truth. Matthew repeatedly connects Him
with Israel’s Scriptures. Mark highlights authority, service,
suffering, and the demands of discipleship. Luke draws
attention to saving mercy, prayer, the Holy Spirit, and the
welcome of people often pushed aside. John calls readers
to believe in the Son and receive life in His name. All four
tell of the same Lord. Their differences invite careful
reading rather than immediate suspicion or careless
attempts to make every detail identical.

Acts continues the narrative associated with Luke. The
risen Jesus commissions His witnesses, the Holy Spirit
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empowers them, and the message moves outward from
Jerusalem. We meet Peter, Stephen, Philip, Barnabas, Paul,
and many others. This is a story of preaching and prayer,
but also of shared meals, practical care, disagreement,
persecution, travel, and patient teaching. The church
grows among real people with real weaknesses. God’s
work does not depend on pretending that His servants
never needed correction.

The letters explain the gospel and address the life of
believers. Some are written to churches; others address
named coworkers or households. They teach about
salvation, the church, the Spirit, worship, family life, work,
suffering, leadership, truth, and hope. Their setting
matters. A reply to a particular church problem should be
understood before it is applied to a different situation. At
the same time, these letters belong to Christian Scripture
and continue to instruct the wider church.

Paul deserves careful attention because of his calling to
proclaim Christ among the Gentiles, the nations beyond
the Jewish people (Romans 11:13; Galatians 1:15-16). He
had persecuted the church before encountering the risen
Lord. Grace redirected his life into mission, service, and
suffering. Thirteen New Testament letters bear his name.
We will introduce every one, distinguish their settings,
and explain their central teaching. Paul’s mission does not
replace Jesus’ gospel with another message. He proclaims
the crucified and risen Christ and teaches the life that
follows from belonging to Him.

Other letters help us hear the wider apostolic witness.
Hebrews presents Jesus as the great High Priest and
sufficient sacrifice. James calls for faith expressed in
action. Peter’s letters teach hope, holiness, discernment,

8
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and perseverance. John’s letters connect truth about Jesus
with obedience and love. Jude urges believers to remain
faithful amid corrupt teaching. These voices belong
together without having to sound identical in every
sentence.

Revelation completes the collection with the revelation of
Jesus Christ. It was addressed to actual churches and uses
visions, symbols, prophecy, and worship to call them to
faithfulness. Its central figure is the victorious Lamb.
Judgment is real, evil does not have the final word, and
God promises a new creation in which His people dwell
with Him. We will explain its major movements and Old
Testament connections. Where Christians disagree about
the order or timing of events, we will identify the
difference without allowing a disputed timetable to hide
the book’s call to worship and endurance.

The books arose in the world of the first-century Roman
Empire. Their surviving texts are written in Greek, while
Jesus’ Jewish setting also involved Aramaic and Hebrew.
Roads, cities, sea routes, synagogues, households, and
marketplaces formed the setting of early Christian
mission. Many readers date the collection broadly from
the middle to the end of the first century. Some books have
competing proposals reaching earlier or later, including
into the early second century. These dates are historical
judgments, not dates printed on every biblical title page. A
date for an event is also different from the date when an
account of it was composed.

We will explain the main areas of New Testament
doctrine. Doctrine means teaching. These include God, the
Trinity, Jesus’ deity and humanity, Scripture, sin,
salvation, the Holy Spirit, the church, Christian conduct,

9
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resurrection, judgment, and the coming kingdom. A short
handbook cannot discuss every theological dispute
exhaustively. It can give readers a clear map, explain the
principal passages, and show how to continue studying.
Difficult words will be defined when they first become
necessary.

Every biblical book receives an introduction, background,
authorship and date information, suggested key passages,
purpose, a simple outline, its main message, attention to
Christ and the Trinity, and a practical response. Related
books share a chapter so that the volume remains
manageable. A young reader can begin with the simple
summary. An adult can follow the references and compare
the explanations with the complete biblical text.

Keep an open Bible beside this book. Read the passage
first, then the explanation, and return to Scripture
afterwards. The aim is understanding that becomes faith,
love, prayer, truthfulness, mercy, and faithful service. We
want to know the Christ whom these books proclaim and
learn to follow Him in ordinary life.

How to use this book

Begin with the whole New Testament map, then read the
introduction to the biblical book you are studying. Read its
key passages in your Bible before reading the explanation.
A suggested key passage is a study aid, not the claim that a
book has only one important verse. Every biblical book
has its own marked study even where several share a
chapter.

For a child, begin with the simple summary and retell one
story or lesson. For an adult, follow the outline and

10
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compare the references. Reflection questions invite
conversation rather than an examination. Explain
unfamiliar words patiently and allow honest questions.
Read a complete Gospel and Acts, then continue through
the letters and Revelation. The reading pathways at the
end offer a manageable beginning.

Dates are approximate. A traditional identification, a
statement in a biblical text, and a scholarly proposal are
identified as different kinds of information. The
authorship discussions help readers speak accurately; they
should not distract from hearing the books themselves. BC
and AD refer to the conventional historical calendar, with
AD dates used for the New Testament period.

Most teaching is original explanation and paraphrase.
Short biblical phrases are identified by their references
and may be compared with the King James Version. Use a
complete Bible and consult its manuscript notes where
relevant. The acknowledgments preserve the contribution
of the earlier Gospels and Acts course, while the expanded
studies cover the wider New Testament.

11
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Chapter 1

The New Testament: its books, world,
and message

The 27 books at a glance

The order below is the usual order in an English New
Testament. It is not a chronological publication list. The
chapter column points to this handbook; the biblical
chapter count appears separately.

Biblical book  Chapters il::?o)t,er Key passage
Matthew 28 3 Matthew 28:18—-20
Mark 16 4 Mark 10:45

Luke 24 5 Luke 19:10

John 21 6 John 20:30-31

Acts 28 10 Acts 1:8

Romans 16 13 Romans 1:16-17

1 Corinthians 16 14 1 Corinthians 15:1-8
2 Corinthians 13 14 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Galatians 6 13 Galatians 5:13-26
Ephesians 6 15 Ephesians 2:8—-22
Philippians 4 15 Philippians 2:1-11
Colossians 4 15 Colossians 1:15-20

1 16 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Thessalonians

12
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Biblical book

2
Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3 John
Jude

Revelation

Chapters

22

Study
chapter

16

16
16
16
15
17
17
18
18
19
19
19
18

20

Key passage

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

1 Timothy 3:14-16
2 Timothy 3:14-17
Titus 2:11-14
Philemon 15-18
Hebrews 4:14-16
James 1:22-27

1 Peter 1:3-9

2 Peter 3:17-18

1 John 5:11-13

2 John 4-6

3 John 5-8

Jude 20-25

Revelation 21:1-5

The four Gospels contain 89 chapters; Acts has 28; the
twenty-one letters contain 121; Revelation has 22.
Together these make 27 books and 260 chapters. The
letters bearing Paul’s name number thirteen; Hebrews is
counted separately, because its writer is not named.
General or catholic letters means letters addressed to the
wider church; “catholic” in this classification means
universal. Revelation is apocalyptic prophecy, not a book

of the Apocrypha.
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The New Testament and its world
Read: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Luke 1:1-4; Luke 22:14-20; Acts 1:1-8.

Main truth: The New Testament announces God’s saving work
in Jesus within the unfolding story of Scripture.

What New Testament means

Testament is a traditional name related to covenant. A
covenant is a relationship established with promises and
responsibilities. Jesus connects His coming death with the
new covenant at the Last Supper. Jeremiah had promised
forgiveness and God’s law written within His people. The
New Testament presents Jesus as bringing this saving
promise to fulfilment. Its name therefore directs us toward
a relationship with God, not merely toward the later pages
of a library.

The New Testament contains twenty-seven books: four
Gospels, Acts, twenty-one letters, and Revelation. Thirteen
letters bear Paul’s name; eight others are commonly
grouped as general letters, including Hebrews. Hebrews
does not name its author, so we should not assign it to Paul
merely to obtain a preferred number. Revelation is
apocalyptic prophecy, which uses visions and symbols to
disclose God’s rule. Apocalyptic and apocryphal are
different words.

The Old Testament remains necessary. Creation, covenant,
Passover, sacrifice, kingdom, temple, exile, and restoration
form the world in which the good news is announced.
Jesus does not appear as a stranger to the story of Israel.
At the same time, fulfilment does not mean that every
earlier detail is a secret prediction. We will attend to direct

14
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quotations, repeated patterns, and the explanations given
by the New Testament writers themselves.

Life under Rome

Rome provided the broad political setting of the Gospels
and Acts. Local kings, governors, soldiers, tax systems, and
courts affected ordinary life. Roman roads and shared
networks later helped travellers move across the
Mediterranean world. These conditions did not make
empire morally innocent: military force, exploitation, and
slavery also belonged to that world. Christian mission used
available routes while proclaiming a Lord whose authority
exceeded imperial power.

Do not confuse the rulers named Herod. Herod the Great
belongs to Matthew’s infancy narrative. Herod Antipas
appears during Jesus’ public ministry and in the account
of John the Baptist’s death. Acts later names other
members of the ruling family. A shared family name does
not mean that every reference describes the same man.
Ask which ruler is present and what the passage actually
says about his office.

The Jewish world was diverse. Pharisees were associated
with careful observance and interpretation of the law;
Sadducees were connected with influential priestly circles
and rejected resurrection. Not every Jewish person
belonged to either group. Jesus and His earliest disciples
were Jewish. His conflicts with particular leaders must
never become a reason to condemn all Jewish people, then
Or NOW.

15
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Temple synagogue and language

The Jerusalem temple was the central sanctuary of Israel’s
sacrificial worship. A synagogue was a gathering place or
assembly for communal religious life, Scripture reading,
prayer, and teaching. These institutions were related but
not interchangeable. Acts shows believers teaching in
temple courts and synagogues while also meeting in
homes. The early Christian movement arose within this
setting before developing communities across many
regions.

Most New Testament books were written in Greek.
Aramaic was important in the world of Jesus, Hebrew
remained significant in Jewish Scripture and learning, and
Latin belonged especially to Roman administration.
Knowing that several languages were present prevents
careless claims that a particular figure must have spoken
only one language. It also helps explain why biblical
names and Old Testament quotations sometimes appear in
different forms.

History serving faith

Historical background helps us understand a text, but it
should be used carefully. We should not confidently
announce an exact year when the evidence only supports
a range. The New Testament does not provide a complete
modern calendar of Jesus’ life or Paul’s journeys.
Conventional timelines are useful when their uncertainty
is admitted. Their purpose is to show relationships among
events, not to turn an estimate into a test of faith.
Application: Before explaining a passage, identify its
place, people, and situation. A tax collector’s encounter

16
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with Jesus becomes clearer when we recognize the social
suspicion surrounding his work. A Gentile entering the
church becomes clearer when we understand the
boundaries the community had assumed. Good
background removes confusion and helps the reader hear
the message.

Discuss: How does covenant help explain the name New
Testament? Why must we distinguish the Herods? How
can historical knowledge strengthen rather than replace
Bible reading?

Prayer: Father, teach us to receive Your saving work in
Jesus with understanding. Help us honour the people and
history through whom Your Word has come to us. Amen.

17
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Chapter 2

Reading and comparing the four
Gospels

Four Gospels and one Lord
Read: Mark 1:1-15; Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30-31; John 21:24-25.

Main truth: Four distinctive Gospel accounts bear witness to
the same Jesus Christ.

Good news and written witnhess

Gospel means good news. The message announces God’s
saving action in Jesus: His life, death for sins, resurrection,
and lordship. It calls people to repent, believe, and follow
Him. Christians also use Gospel as the name of each of the
four narrative books. These two uses are related. The
books tell the story through which the saving message is
made known.

Luke’s opening explains that others had already
undertaken accounts and that eyewitness testimony had
been handed down. Luke does not say that every earlier
attempt failed. He explains his own careful work so that
Theophilus can understand the reliability of the
instruction received. A responsible teacher should resist
adding a negative judgment that the prologue does not
make.

The Gospels are selective. They are not minute-by-minute
diaries, and they do not attempt to record everything Jesus
did. Selection is not necessarily distortion. A writer
chooses events and arranges material to communicate a
truthful account with a particular purpose. We should

18
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therefore ask why a story stands at this point in this
Gospel before removing it from its setting to build a
combined chronology.

The Synoptic Gospels

Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called Synoptic because they
can be viewed together and share substantial narrative
material. John also tells the story of Jesus, but selects and
develops much of his material differently. Synoptic does
not mean that the three are identical or that John belongs
to another gospel of salvation. The similarities and
differences invite careful comparison.

Scholars discuss how the Gospel writers used earlier
testimony, oral teaching, and written sources. Many
understand Mark as an important source for Matthew and
Luke; other proposals exist. The Bible does not provide a
statement describing every stage of composition. We can
distinguish these scholarly models from the content of the
Gospels themselves. A reader can study the finished books
well without claiming to settle every question about their
literary relationship.

Four helpful emphases

Matthew is often remembered through the picture of Jesus
as King, Mark through service, Luke through the Son of
Man, and John through the Son of God. These are useful
memory aids. They become misleading if we make them
exclusive. Mark presents divine authority, Matthew
presents costly service, Luke proclaims Jesus’ exalted
identity, and John records His genuine human grief and
death.

19
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Later Christian teachers connected the four Gospels with
the living creatures in Ezekiel and Revelation: human,
lion, ox, and eagle. Assignments have varied. Those
biblical visions do not themselves label the creatures
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Such a comparison may
serve as an illustration, but it should not be presented as
an explicit biblical explanation of why four Gospels exist.

Likewise, symbolic number patterns cannot prove a
theory simply because it sounds memorable. Three, four,
seven, and forty have important uses in particular
passages, but a number does not carry one automatic
meaning everywhere. Ask what the writer is doing in the
passage. Clear teaching about Jesus should rest on clear
textual evidence.

Reading with care

Begin with observation. Who is present? What does Jesus
say or do? What response follows? Then consider context.
Is this a controversy, a private conversation, a public sign,
a parable, or preparation for the cross? Finally ask about
application. This order protects us from using a familiar
phrase to teach something the scene does not support.

Traditional authorship belongs in the discussion with
appropriate wording. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are
the established names by which Christians receive these
books. Their narratives do not include modern author
signatures. Early church testimony matters, but it should
be distinguished from direct self-identification within a
text. The same distinction applies to proposed dates and
audiences: a strong Jewish emphasis does not prove that
no Gentile reader was intended.

20
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Application: Read one complete Gospel before assembling
a harmony. Let its opening, turning points, and conclusion
shape your understanding. When comparing passages,
write the references side by side and notice both
agreement and difference. Do not invent a detail merely to
make an answer appear complete.

Discuss: What does Gospel mean? How does Luke
describe his work? Why are King, Servant, Son of Man,
and Son of God helpful but incomplete summaries?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us hear the witnesses to Your life
with humility and attention. Give us faith that listens
carefully and obedience that follows what we learn. Amen.

Comparing the Gospels faithfully

Read: Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56; John 6:1-
15.

Main truth: Comparison should help us hear each witness
clearly, without flattening differences or inventing certainty.

Shared events and distinct accounts

A Gospel comparison places parallel passages beside one
another. A harmony attempts to arrange events into a
combined sequence. Both can help, but a harmony
remains a reader’s reconstruction. It should not replace
the literary movement of each book or claim that every
event can be assigned a completely certain place in a
modern timeline.

Notice how one writer may give a shorter account where
another supplies a fuller conversation. A report may name
one participant without claiming that no other participant
was present. At the same time, not every difficulty

21
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disappears by repeating that explanation. We should
examine the actual wording and admit where a precise
reconstruction remains uncertain.

The feeding of the five thousand is recorded in all four
Gospels. Each places it within a distinct presentation.
Comparing the accounts can reveal both shared testimony
and a writer’s particular emphasis. We should avoid the
opposite mistake of saying that the Gospels merely repeat
one another without meaningful differences.

Distinctive material worth recognizing

The following chart gives examples rather than an
exhaustive list. Saying an account is distinctive refers to its
presence or development in the canonical Gospel
accounts, not a claim that no related theme appears
anywhere else in Scripture.

Examples of distinctive material or

e treatment

Visitors from the east; the flight to Egypt; the
unforgiving servant; the workers in the
vineyard; the final commission in its Galilean
setting

Matthew

The seed growing quietly; the healing with
Mark fingers and touch in Mark 7:31-37; the gradual
healing at Bethsaida in Mark 8:22—-26

The Good Samaritan; the lost coin; the father
Luke and two sons; Zacchaeus; the Emmaus
journey

Cana; Nicodemus; the Samaritan woman; the
John man born blind; Lazarus; the extended
farewell teaching

22
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A preacher may draw an application from a distinctive
account while remembering the wider Gospel witness.
Luke’s mercy does not mean Matthew lacks compassion.
John’s divine claims do not mean Mark presents only a
human teacher. Distinctiveness concerns emphasis and
selection, not ownership of one piece of Jesus’ identity.

Quotation fulfilment and analogy

A direct quotation repeats or closely echoes an earlier text.
An allusion recalls it less explicitly. Typology connects
earlier people, events, or institutions with a greater
fulfilment. An illustration helps explain a truth through
comparison. These categories overlap at times, but
distinguishing them helps prevent exaggerated claims.

When Jesus is described through Passover language, the
biblical connections should guide the explanation. When a
teacher compares Joseph’s rejection and later rescue of
others with Jesus, the similarity may illuminate the story,
but not every detail becomes a prediction. A coloured
object or a number is not a type simply because a creative
sermon can be built from it.

Read sayings within their scenes

A promise spoken to a particular person may reveal God’s
character without functioning as an identical promise of
circumstances to every reader. Jesus’ command to one
healed person to go home is not a universal prohibition
against travelling ministry. His command to another to
follow cannot be reduced to one identical occupational
change for everyone.

Likewise, parables frequently depend on surprise,
exaggeration, reversal, or a limited comparison. Ask which
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question the parable answers and what response it seeks.
Do not make its least important furniture carry a doctrine.
Jesus sometimes supplies an explanation; where He does,
begin there.

Manuscript differences and honest confidence

Copies of ancient texts sometimes differ. Bible footnotes
may explain an omitted phrase, a variant reading, or a
passage whose location differs among manuscripts. John
7:53-8:11 and Mark 16:9-20 are familiar examples. A
footnote is information intended to help the reader, not
proof that a publisher secretly dislikes a doctrine.

The story of the woman accused of adultery should not be
used without acknowledging its textual history when
teaching the passage in detail. Its themes of truthful
judgment and mercy can also be considered alongside
secure passages elsewhere. No central Christian doctrine
should be made to depend entirely on an isolated disputed
wording. The whole scriptural witness provides a stronger
foundation.

Truthful teaching and uncertainty

Distinguish three kinds of statement: the passage explicitly
says this; the context reasonably suggests this; a later
tradition proposes this. Using these distinctions is not
weak faith. It is truthful speech about evidence. When we
do not know a person’s exact age, private motives, or later
journey, we should avoid filling the space with an
invention.

Application: Before teaching a familiar story, read it
again and mark details you had remembered from
tradition rather than from the text. Keep useful traditions
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clearly identified. Compare one parallel account and
explain how each writer contributes to the reader’s
understanding.

Discuss: How does a harmony differ from a Gospel? What
distinguishes a type from an illustration? How can a
teacher state uncertainty without undermining the main
message?

Prayer: God of truth, make us careful readers and honest
teachers. Keep our confidence rooted in Your witness and
our imagination accountable to Your Word. Amen.

Gospel comparison case studies

A difference is not automatically a contradiction. A
contradiction requires incompatible claims about the
same matter in the same respect. Some Gospel difficulties
have plausible explanations; others remain debated.
Faithful comparison names the actual question and does
not make an imagined reconstruction into Scripture.

One blind man or two? Matthew 20:29-34 describes two
men, while Mark 10:46-52 names Bartimaeus and Luke
18:35-43 describes a blind man. Naming one participant
does not itself deny another participant’s presence. The
difference between leaving and approaching Jericho is a
further question; proposals involving different parts of the
ancient settlement exist, but the Gospels do not explicitly
supply that explanation. We can recognise the shared
testimony to mercy and healing while keeping the
geographical difficulty visible.

The centurion’s request: Matthew 8:5-13 presents the
request in direct form, while Luke 7:1-10 narrates elders
and friends carrying it. A representative can convey the
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sender’s request, so a condensed account may describe the
sender’s action without narrating every messenger. This is
a reasonable explanation, not a licence to add unnamed
messengers wherever we wish.

The temple action: John 2 places an action in the temple
early in the narrative; the Synoptic Gospels place an action
in the final Jerusalem period. Some readers understand
two occasions; others understand a single event arranged
differently for literary and theological reasons. The text
does not explicitly settle the comparison. Explain the
proposals, then attend to what each account says about
worship and Jesus’ authority.

Genealogies: Matthew 1 and Luke 3 present different
lines after David. Matthew moves through Solomon; Luke
through Nathan. Proposals include different legal and
family relationships, and some identify a connection with
Mary’s ancestry. Neither Gospel directly labels its
genealogy as “Mary’s genealogy,” so that solution should
not be asserted as the wording of the text. The differences
deserve honest study alongside the shared placement of
Jesus within Israel’s history.

Who came to the tomb? Lists of women differ. A writer’s
naming of Mary Magdalene or a smaller group need not
deny the presence of others. John 20:2 even includes
plural language in Mary’s report. Differences about the
described messengers, sequence, and movements still
require care. Do not publish an exact minute-by-minute
harmony as though all four writers supplied it together.

The cross and the Passover: the relationship between
John’s chronology, the Synoptic final meal, and
expressions concerning preparation has generated serious
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debate. Different proposals concern calendar reckoning
and the meaning of preparation language. State that there
is a real interpretive question; do not invent certainty
merely to close it. All four place Jesus’ death in the
Passover setting and connect it with His saving mission.

Galilee and the ascension: Matthew 28:16-20 places the
final commission on a mountain in Galilee. Luke 24 and
Acts 1 connect the ascension with the Bethany and Mount
of Olives area near Jerusalem. These need not be the same
occasion. Moving Matthew’s scene to the Mount of Olives
creates confusion that its text does not require.

What comparison should produce: write each account’s
reference and list what it affirms before listing what it
omits. Separate a possible explanation from a
demonstrated one. Teach the shared message and each
author’s emphasis, and be willing to say that a detail
remains unresolved. Understanding grows through careful
attention rather than through either panic or forced
agreement.
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Chapter 3

Matthew: the promised King and His
kingdom

Matthew: book introduction

Chapters: 28. Author: traditionally Matthew, the tax
collector and apostle; the narrative does not identify its
writer by name. Date: commonly placed in the later first
century, often around AD 70-90; earlier dates are also
defended. First readers: a community deeply familiar
with Jewish Scripture, with the mission ultimately
extending to all nations. The exact destination is
uncertain.

Purpose and main message: Jesus is the promised
Messiah whose authority, saving work, and kingdom call
for a life of obedient discipleship. Matthew links promise
with fulfilment and ends with a worldwide commission. It
does not teach that ancestry alone makes someone faithful
to God.

Suggested key passages: Matthew 1:21-23; 5:17-20; 22:34
—40; 28:18-20. Simple outline: chapters 1-4 introduce the
Messiah; 5-7 teach kingdom life; 8-10 join mighty works
with mission; 11-20 develop responses and discipleship;
21-25 describe Jerusalem controversy and coming
judgment; 26-28 present death, resurrection, and
commission.

Christ and the Trinity: Father, Son, and Spirit are
distinguished at Jesus’ baptism (3:16-17) and named
together in the commission (28:19). Read these passages as
part of the whole Gospel’s witness to God, rather than as a
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formula detached from discipleship. Simple summary:
the promised King has come; hear Him, trust Him, and
learn His way of life.

Matthew and the promised Messiah
Read: Matthew 1-4; Genesis 12:1-3; 2 Samuel 7:12-16.

Main truth: Matthew introduces Jesus within Israel’s story as
the promised Messiah who brings God’s saving presence.

The opening genealogy

Matthew begins with Abraham and David. Abraham
recalls the promise of blessing reaching the nations; David
recalls royal hope. The genealogy places Jesus within a
particular history. It tells us that God’s saving work does
not begin with the invention of a new religious idea. The
promises develop through generations marked by
faithfulness, failure, judgment, and restoration.

The list also contains unexpected people and painful
memories. Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and the reference to
Uriah’s wife draw attention to histories that a polished
family story might avoid. Their presence should not be
used to label every woman in the list in the same way.
Each has a distinct story. Together, the genealogy resists
the claim that God works only through socially impressive
or morally spotless families.

Matthew shapes the genealogy in groups and omits some
names found in other biblical lists. Ancient genealogies
could trace a genuine line without naming every
generation. The word son or father may describe a
broader ancestral relationship. Read the list according to
its literary purpose rather than assuming it follows the
rules of a modern registration form.
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Birth promise and worship

The birth account presents Mary’s pregnancy as the work
of the Holy Spirit. Joseph receives instruction and acts in
obedience. Jesus’ name is connected with saving His
people from their sins; Immanuel expresses God’s
presence with His people. The narrative’s concern is
theological and historical: the child belongs to God’s
saving purpose, and His coming demands a response.

The visitors from the east recognize the significance of the
birth, while Herod responds with fear and violence.
Matthew does not state that there were three visitors or
call them kings. Three gifts do not establish the number of
travellers. Keeping these details separate from later
Christmas traditions helps us enjoy the story without
confusing familiar artwork with the actual wording of
Scripture.

The flight to Egypt, the threat against the children, and the
return develop connections with Israel’s story. Fulfilment
can include a pattern brought to a greater expression, not
only a prediction followed by a matching event. Hosea
11:1 first speaks of Israel’s exodus. Matthew’s use presents
Jesus within an Israel-and-Son pattern. It does not mean
Hosea’s original sentence was unrelated to Israel.

Preparation for ministry

John the Baptist calls people to repentance. Repentance
means turning from sin toward God; it involves more than
feeling regret. Religious ancestry cannot replace the fruit
of a changed life. John prepares the way for Someone
greater than himself, and his humility becomes a lesson
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for every person whose ministry is meant to direct
attention to Christ.

At Jesus’ baptism, the Son is baptized, the Spirit descends,
and the Father speaks. The scene distinguishes them while
revealing their unity in the saving mission. This is a strong
biblical setting for Christian teaching about Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. It does not portray one person switching
roles in rapid succession.

Jesus then faces temptation in the wilderness. His answers
draw on Deuteronomy and display faithful obedience. The
devil can quote Scripture while using it wrongly. Correct
interpretation therefore requires more than attaching a
verse to an attractive suggestion. Jesus refuses to turn
sonship into self-serving display, careless testing of God, or
worship of another power.

Calling ordinary people

Jesus calls fishermen and begins proclaiming the kingdom.
Following Him interrupts familiar patterns and creates a
new allegiance. The disciples do not yet understand
everything. Their call is the beginning of a life of learning,
correction, and service. A new believer should not be
expected to possess mature understanding immediately,
but should be willing to learn and obey.

Matthew is traditionally associated with the tax collector
called by Jesus. The narrative itself does not name its
writer. Proposals for the Gospel’s date range across the
later first century, with earlier dates also defended. It is
better to acknowledge the discussion than to present a
precise year or a detailed personality portrait of the writer
as something the text proves.
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Application: God’s work can reach a family with a
complicated history. Do not use ancestry either as a claim
of automatic righteousness or as a reason to abandon
hope. Let the opening chapters direct you toward trust in
Christ and practical obedience, as Joseph’s trust resulted in
action.

Discuss: Why do Abraham and David matter in Matthew’s
opening? What does the text say about the visitors from
the east? How does Jesus answer the misuse of Scripture?

Prayer: Father, thank You for keeping Your promises
through Jesus Christ. Give us the humility to follow Him
and the courage to obey when Your word interrupts our
plans. Amen.

Matthew and the life of the kingdom
Read: Matthew 5-7; 10; 13; 18.

Main truth: Jesus’ kingdom forms people whose inner life and
outward conduct answer to God.

Blessing and character

The Sermon on the Mount begins with blessings that
challenge ordinary ideas about success. The poor in spirit
recognize their need of God. Those who mourn do not
celebrate evil. The meek refuse to make domination the
measure of strength. People who hunger for righteousness
desire a life and world ordered by God’s goodness. These
descriptions are not a ladder by which we purchase
salvation; they describe the direction of life under the
King.

Jesus calls His disciples salt and light. Their public life
should make God’s goodness visible, yet later He warns
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against performing religion for applause. The difference
lies in the purpose. Good works can lead others to honour
the Father; religious display seeks honour for the
performer. A generous act becomes spiritually distorted
when its real goal is admiration.

Jesus teaches fulfilment of the law and prophets rather
than casual rejection of Israel’s Scriptures. His examples
reach beyond outward restraint to anger, desire, speech,
retaliation, and love. He does not make sin harmless by
moving attention inward. He exposes the heart from
which harmful actions grow and calls His followers to a
righteousness deeper than appearances.

Prayer trust and daily obedience

The prayer Jesus teaches begins with the Father’s name
and kingdom before moving to daily needs, forgiveness,
and deliverance. Prayer is relationship and dependence,
not a technique for forcing a desired result. Daily bread
teaches us to receive ordinary provision with gratitude.
The plural language also reminds us that our neighbours’
needs belong within our concern.

Forgiveness does not mean pretending that harm never
occurred or removing every boundary. Jesus requires
merciful hearts rather than revenge, but His wider
teaching also addresses truth, correction, and
accountability. In a harmful situation, forgiveness and
wise protection can belong together. We should not use a
spiritual command to silence someone who needs help.

Jesus’ teaching about worry directs us to the Father’s care.
It is not a prohibition against responsible planning, work,
or seeking support. Anxiety can have many causes, and
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struggling with it should not become an opportunity for
shaming. The passage calls us to seek God’s kingdom and
receive each day within His care, rather than allowing
imagined control to become our master.

Hearing and doing

At the end of the sermon, two builders hear the words of
Jesus. The difference is their response. The stable
foundation belongs to hearing that becomes obedience.
Religious vocabulary, public activity, or impressive claims
cannot replace the relationship expressed in doing the
Father’s will. A person may speak about Jesus while
resisting His authority in daily conduct.

The sermon is therefore practical without being shallow. It
speaks to family conflict, private integrity, financial
priorities, speech, and the treatment of enemies. Begin
application with a real relationship or habit. Ask what it
would mean to tell the truth without manipulation, refuse
retaliatory cruelty, or serve someone who cannot advance
your reputation.

Parables of the kingdom

Matthew 13 collects parables about the kingdom’s
reception, growth, value, and final judgment. A parable is
a story or comparison that calls the listener to understand
and respond. Some details receive explicit explanations, as
in the soils. Elsewhere, the main comparison matters more
than assigning a hidden meaning to every object. Context
gives the first direction for interpretation.

The soils concern responses to the message, not four
permanent personality types. The treasure and pearl
emphasize the kingdom’s incomparable value, not a
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promise that disciples will become financially wealthy.
The wheat and weeds warn against careless attempts to
complete God’s final judgment ourselves. The kingdom is
already active, yet its full separation and completion
remain God’s work.

Mission and community

Matthew 10 sends disciples with a particular mission
within Israel. Matthew 28 later commissions witness
among all nations. These settings belong together in the
story’s development. Instructions for one journey should
not be lifted without thought into a universal rule about
luggage, income, or every church structure. Ask which
principle continues and how the passage’s situation
shapes its form.

Matthew 18 teaches care for the vulnerable, the pursuit of
the wandering, responsible correction, and forgiveness.
The promise of Jesus’ presence where two or three gather
stands within teaching about community responsibility; it
is not a claim that God refuses to hear one person praying
alone. The chapter forms a community that takes both
restoration and accountability seriously.

Application: Choose one teaching from Matthew 5-7 and
give it a concrete expression this week. Repair a dishonest
statement, end a pattern of revenge, give privately, or pray
for an enemy. The point is not to perform a dramatic
spiritual act but to let the King govern an ordinary part of
life.

Discuss: How do public good works differ from religious
display? Why does context matter when applying a
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missionary instruction? What does the image of two
builders ask us to do?

Prayer: King Jesus, bring our thoughts, speech,
relationships, and possessions under Your good rule. Make
our obedience sincere and our mercy truthful. Amen.

Matthew and the road to the cross
Read: Matthew 16:13-28; 20:20-28; 21-28.

Main truth: Jesus’ kingship is revealed through His self-giving
death and resurrection, and His authority sends disciples to the
nations.

Confession and correction

Peter confesses Jesus as the Messiah, yet soon resists Jesus’
announcement of suffering. Correct words about Christ do
not guarantee that our expectations are correct. Peter
wants to protect a vision of victory that excludes the cross.
Jesus teaches that disciples must follow the path of self-
denial rather than making self-preservation the highest
good.

Self-denial does not mean that a person has no value or
should accept exploitation as a spiritual duty. It means
surrendering the right to make self the final authority.
Following Jesus may cost comfort, approval, or advantage,
but Christian leadership must not manipulate this
teaching to secure unquestioning service to a human
leader.

The request for positions of honour exposes another
misunderstanding. Jesus contrasts the rule of domination
with service. The Son of Man gives His life as a ransom for
many. Service therefore belongs at the centre of Christian
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authority. A leader who knows the language of kingdom
but humiliates people has contradicted the manner of the
King.

Jerusalem and judgment

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem draws on the image of the
humble king in Zechariah. His action in the temple
confronts the corruption of worship. His debates with
leaders expose resistance, hypocrisy, and failures of love.
These chapters should be read as particular
confrontations within the Jewish world, not as permission
for hostility toward Jewish people as a whole.

Jesus also announces judgment and calls for watchfulness.
Matthew 24-25 uses warning, parable, and future hope.
Christians differ over the relationship of some details to
Jerusalem’s destruction and the final coming of Christ.
What should not be missed is the call to faithfulness,
readiness, mercy, and accountable stewardship.
Sensational date-setting can distract from these plain
demands.

The parables of waiting do not praise inactivity. Servants
are responsible for what has been entrusted to them. Care
for hungry, vulnerable, and imprisoned people matters in
Jesus’ judgment teaching. We should not turn difficult
interpretive questions into an excuse for avoiding
concrete love.

The King gives Himself

At the final meal, Jesus interprets His approaching death
through covenant and the forgiveness of sins. In
Gethsemane His distress is real, and His obedience is
freely given. Betrayal, abandonment, false testimony,
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political calculation, and violence converge in the passion
narrative. God’s saving purpose does not make the actions
of the betrayers righteous.

At the cross, Jesus is mocked through the language of
kingship. Matthew invites the reader to see more than the
mockers understand. The King saves through giving
Himself. The tearing of the temple curtain and the
surrounding signs belong to the narrative’s testimony
about the significance of His death. They are not
permission to invent symbolic rules for every object near
the crucifixion.

Jesus truly dies and is buried. The resurrection is not the
disciples’ decision to keep His ideas alive. Matthew
presents an empty tomb, the announcement that He has
risen, and encounters with the risen Lord. Worship and
doubt appear within the disciples’ response, showing that
the Gospel does not hide the difficulty they experienced in
grasping what had happened.

A commission in Galilee

Matthew’s closing commission takes place on a mountain
in Galilee (28:16). It should not be relocated to the Mount
of Olives simply because the ascension is described there
in Acts. Matthew does not narrate the ascension. Each
ending has its own setting and emphasis, and careful
comparison respects both.

The command is to make disciples among all nations,
baptizing and teaching them to obey Jesus. Baptism names
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit together. The promise of
Christ’s presence supports the mission. Evangelism
therefore includes announcing the good news and
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nurturing a life of learning and obedience; it is not
complete when a person merely repeats a sentence
without understanding the Lord they are called to follow.

Application: Measure influence by service rather than by
visibility. Teach new believers patiently. Refuse to use the
cross to glorify human cruelty, and refuse to use
resurrection hope as a reason to ignore present
responsibilities. The risen King sends people who depend
on His presence.

Discuss: What does Peter’s correction reveal about
discipleship? Why must Matthew’s commission be
distinguished from the ascension setting? What activities
belong to making disciples?

Prayer: Risen Lord, free us from the desire to rule through
pride. Form us into servants who proclaim Your saving
work and help others follow Your teaching. Amen.
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Chapter 4

Mark: the serving Son and the way of
the cross

Mark: book introduction

Chapters: 16. Author: traditionally John Mark; early
church testimony connects Mark with Peter’s witness,
while the narrative itself does not sign its writer’s name.
Date: commonly around AD 60-75, with differing
proposals. First readers: their exact location is not stated;
a Roman setting is a longstanding proposal. Do not turn
that proposal into a claim that every reader had the same
occupation or personality.

Purpose and main message: Jesus’ authority is revealed
through service and suffering. Disciples must understand
His Messiahship through the cross rather than only
through displays of power. Suggested key passages: Mark
1:14-15; 8:34-35; 10:45; 16:1-8.

Simple outline: 1:1-13 introduces the mission; 1:14-8:30
presents ministry and the growing question of Jesus’
identity; 8:31-10:52 teaches the way of the cross; 11-15
moves through Jerusalem to Jesus’ death; 16 announces
resurrection. Many Bibles explain the manuscript history
of the longer ending in their notes.

Christ and the Trinity: the Father speaks, the Son is
baptized, and the Spirit descends in 1:9-11. Jesus serves
with divine authority without being merely a worker of
wonders. Simple summary: follow the powerful Saviour
who gives Himself for others.
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Mark and the serving Son of God
Read: Mark 1-5; 8:27-38; 10:35-45.

Main truth: Mark reveals Jesus’ authority through
compassionate action and teaches that His mission must be
understood through service and suffering.

A Gospel that moves quickly

Mark opens with the good news about Jesus Christ and
moves rapidly into John’s ministry, Jesus’ baptism, and the
wilderness. There is no birth narrative or genealogy. This
absence does not prove that a servant’s ancestry is
unimportant. It shows the selection made by this writer.
Mark begins where he intends the reader to begin: with
the announcement and arrival of Jesus’ public mission.

The narrative often moves quickly, but Mark does more
than collect actions. Jesus teaches about the kingdom,
parables, purity, marriage, discipleship, and future
judgment. Describing Mark as containing almost no
teaching misses important sections. His vivid actions and
demanding words work together to ask who Jesus is and
what following Him requires.

Christian tradition associates Mark with John Mark and
with Peter’s testimony. Papias, in a fragment preserved
through early church history, connects Mark with Peter as
an interpreter. This is historical testimony outside the
Gospel, not a sentence within Mark. It does not by itself
establish that Mark translated every sermon into Latin or
wrote under Peter’s line-by-line direction. The Gospel is
commonly placed around the AD 60s or 70s, with details
debated.
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Authority that restores

In the synagogue, Jesus’ authority confronts an unclean
spirit. In a home, His care reaches a sick woman. He
withdraws to pray and continues His mission rather than
allowing popularity to determine His movements. These
scenes join public authority, personal compassion, and
dependence on the Father. A ministry may be active and
still need quiet prayer.

When a man with leprosy approaches Him, Jesus responds
to someone carrying physical and social suffering. We
should not turn the story into a promise that every skin
condition or chronic illness will disappear in the same
manner. Its direct testimony concerns Jesus’ compassion
and authority. The reader is called to trust Him and to
treat suffering neighbours with dignity.

The paralyzed man in Mark 2 is brought by friends who
refuse to abandon him. Jesus pronounces forgiveness, and
the controversy exposes a question about His authority.
The healing is connected to His identity and the
forgiveness He announces. The friends illustrate
persevering care, but the passage does not establish a rule
that sufficient effort guarantees every outcome we desire.

The kingdom received or resisted

The parables in Mark 4 examine hearing and response.
The seed grows in ways the farmer cannot fully control.
The mustard seed presents an unexpected relationship
between a small beginning and larger growth. Such
teaching encourages faithful witness without making the
teacher responsible for controlling another person’s heart.
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On the sea, the disciples discover that being with Jesus
does not mean that storms never occur. His authority over
the storm raises the question of His identity. In the region
across the lake, a man overwhelmed by destructive
spiritual oppression is restored and sent to tell what the
Lord has done. The man becomes a witness in his own
community before he becomes a trained travelling
teacher.

Jairus and the woman with prolonged bleeding appear in
an interwoven narrative. One has public standing; the
other approaches quietly. Jesus’ care reaches both. The
delay that seems unbearable to Jairus is not proof that
Jesus has forgotten him. These stories reveal His power
over illness and death while teaching readers to bring fear
and need to Him honestly.

Following rather than merely admiring

Crowds can marvel without becoming faithful disciples.
The Twelve themselves misunderstand. They worry about
food after witnessing provision and struggle to understand
the meaning of Jesus’ identity. Mark does not present the
first disciples as impressive people who naturally grasp
everything. Their weaknesses make room for readers who
are learning, but their correction also warns against
settling into ignorance.

At Caesarea Philippi, Peter’s confession becomes a turning
point. Jesus begins teaching plainly about rejection, death,
and resurrection. Mark’s reader must connect the earlier
authority with the coming cross. A powerful Messiah who
serves and suffers challenges expectations built only
around triumph over opponents.
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Application: Let the compassionate actions of Jesus shape
your treatment of people who are inconvenient, socially
avoided, or unable to repay you. Bring needs in prayer
without pretending that you can control God by a method.
If you lead, make time to listen and serve as well as to
speak.

Discuss: How does Mark combine action and teaching?
What does early tradition say about Peter and Mark, and
what does it leave uncertain? Why does service belong
within the revelation of Jesus’ authority?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, make us attentive to people in need.
Correct our desire for power without love, and teach us to
follow You in humility. Amen.

Mark and the costly path of discipleship
Read: Mark 8:31-10:52; 11-16.

Main truth: Understanding Jesus involves receiving the cross
and learning a form of greatness expressed through service.

Three announcements and repeated
misunderstanding

In Mark 8-10, Jesus repeatedly announces His
approaching suffering, death, and resurrection. The
disciples respond with resistance, arguments about rank,
and requests for honour. The repetition makes the
problem clear: hearing a teaching several times does not
mean we have accepted its implications. Our desires can
interfere with our understanding.

Jesus places a child among them and teaches welcome
rather than competition. Children in the ancient setting
did not offer the social advantage that powerful patrons
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offered. Receiving someone without status exposes the
motive of service. A church should not organize its care
only around people who can reward it with money,
influence, or publicity.

The rich man asks about eternal life, yet attachment to
possessions prevents him from following. Jesus looks at
him with love before giving a costly command. The
encounter concerns allegiance, not hatred of material
things as objects. Wealth becomes dangerous when it
claims the obedience that belongs to God and makes the
needs of others invisible.

Blindness and sight

Bartimaeus calls to Jesus while others tell him to be quiet.
Jesus stops, hears him, and restores his sight. The man
then follows on the way. Within Mark’s larger movement,
physical sight stands beside the disciples’ difficulty in
understanding. A person treated as marginal may perceive
something that respected insiders overlook.

This is not permission to label every physical disability a
sign of spiritual failure. The narrative uses its particular
setting to communicate; it does not reduce disabled people
to illustrations. Read the actual person’s encounter with
Jesus before drawing a broader comparison. Christian
application should preserve a person’s dignity.

Worship and watchfulness

In Jerusalem, Jesus challenges worship that has become
corrupt and confronts public religion without faithfulness.
His teaching against hypocrisy exposes the desire for
visible honour. The widow’s offering appears amid
criticism of leaders who consume vulnerable households.
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Her action should not be used to pressure impoverished
people to give their last resources to an irresponsible
institution.

Mark 13 combines warnings, suffering, judgment, and
hope. Jesus calls disciples to watchfulness, not to confident
prediction of a date He does not give them. Difficult
language deserves patient comparison with the Old
Testament and the rest of the Gospel. Its practical direction
includes endurance, discernment, and readiness.

Failure at the cross

The final meal is followed by prayer, betrayal, arrest,
denial, and trial. Peter’s confidence collapses. Jesus’
faithful obedience stands against the disciples’ inability to
remain watchful. Mark exposes human weakness without
suggesting that failure is the final word on every disciple’s
life.

At the crucifixion, the title King of the Jews is used in
mockery, but the reader is invited to understand a deeper
truth. The centurion’s response follows Jesus’ death. The
suffering mission has revealed His identity in a way that
crowds seeking spectacle could not grasp. The cross is not
an embarrassing interruption to the Gospel; it belongs to
its heart.

Reading the ending responsibly

Mark 16:1-8 announces that Jesus has been raised and
directs the disciples toward Galilee. Many Bibles then
print verses 9-20 with a note because the manuscript
tradition preserves different endings. The longer ending is
ancient and has an important history in Christian use;
some early major manuscripts end at verse 8. A teacher
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should explain the note honestly rather than hide it or
claim that it destroys the resurrection message.

The resurrection is already announced before the longer
ending, and it is witnessed in the other Gospels and
apostolic teaching. The Christian confession does not rest
on one disputed textual section. Likewise, references to
snakes and deadly drink must never become an
instruction to handle dangerous animals or consume
poison as a test of faith. Trusting God and deliberately
creating danger are different actions.

Application: Examine where competition, status, or
possessions interfere with obedience. Make room for
people whom others interrupt or overlook. If you have
failed, bring that failure to Christ rather than trying to
defend an appearance of strength. Restoration includes
renewed trust and a changed way of following.

Discuss: What do the disciples repeatedly misunderstand?
Why should the widow’s offering be read in its
surrounding context? How can we explain a manuscript
note without either panic or concealment?

Prayer: Saviour, lead us along Your way of service.
Restore us where we have failed, and protect us from
using faith to excuse pride or recklessness. Amen.
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Chapter 5
Luke: the Saviour and His life of mercy

Luke: book introduction

Chapters: 24. Author: traditionally Luke, also associated
with Acts and with Paul’s company; the Gospel does not
name him directly. Date: often placed around AD 70-90,
with earlier dates also proposed. First readers: addressed
to Theophilus and capable of serving a wider readership.
Luke 1:1-4 explains the writer’s concern for ordered
testimony and assurance.

Purpose and main message: God’s saving mercy comes
through Jesus and reaches people across familiar social
boundaries. Prayer, the Spirit, repentance, generosity, and
the recovery of the lost are recurring themes. Suggested
key passages: Luke 1:1-4; 4:16-21; 15:1-32; 19:10; 24:44—
49.

Simple outline: 1-2 introduces promises and births; 3—-
4:13 presents preparation; 4:14-9:50 describes ministry in
Galilee; 9:51-19:27 follows the journey toward Jerusalem,;
19:28-23:56 moves through Jerusalem to burial; 24
presents resurrection, opened Scriptures, and commission.

Christ and the Trinity: Jesus’ baptism distinguishes
Father, Son, and Spirit (3:21-22), and His mission is
connected with the Spirit (4:18). His promise of the
Father’s gift leads toward Acts (24:49). Simple summary:
the Saviour comes near to the lost and teaches those who
receive mercy to show mercy.
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Luke and the Saviour who comes near
Read: Luke 1-4; 5:1-32; 7:1-50; 8:1-3.

Main truth: Luke presents God’s saving mercy in Jesus as good
news reaching people across social boundaries.

An orderly account

Luke addresses Theophilus and explains that he has
investigated traditions received from eyewitnesses. His
care for testimony belongs within his aim of strengthening
understanding. Luke does not claim to have personally
watched every event he records. Historical inquiry and
Christian faith are not portrayed as enemies in his
opening.

The Gospel is traditionally attributed to Luke, who is also
associated with Acts and with a companion of Paul. The
narrative does not name its author. Many scholars place
its composition in the later first century, commonly the AD
80s or 90s, while earlier dates are also argued. We should
not convert a traditional identification into a claim that
Luke’s private habits are documented when the text does
not describe them.

Theophilus is the named recipient of both books. His name
is related to love of God, but the meaning of a name does
not prove that he was an imaginary person representing
every believer. Luke may address a real individual while
writing a work useful to a much wider audience. Where
the text leaves a question open, we can acknowledge that
limit.

49



THE NEW TESTAMENT SIMPLIFIED | THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

Promises births and songs

The stories of Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, and Joseph
introduce God’s faithfulness amid ordinary human
limitations. Zechariah struggles to believe an
announcement; Mary asks about the manner of its
fulfilment and responds with willing trust. The accounts
should be read in their own wording, rather than turned
into a rule that God always treats two people identically
when their questions sound similar.

Mary’s song celebrates God’s mercy and the reversal of
proud expectations. The powerful are not the final judges
of significance. The birth announcement reaches
shepherds, and the infant is recognized by faithful people
such as Simeon and Anna. These scenes connect the
coming of Jesus with Israel’s hope while pointing beyond
one nation.

Luke gives the account of Jesus at twelve in the temple and
then speaks of His continued growth. The Gospels do not
supply a complete narrative of the following years. A
missing period should remain a missing period rather
than being filled with invented journeys or achievements.
What Luke gives is enough to affirm genuine human
development within Jesus’ unique relationship to the
Father.

The Spirit and the public mission

At the baptism, Father, Son, and Spirit are distinguished.
In the wilderness Jesus faces temptation, and in Nazareth
He reads Isaiah’s language of good news and release. The
public mission reaches the poor, captive, blind, and
oppressed. We should allow this vocabulary its full force
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without reducing salvation either to social improvement
alone or to a message unconcerned with embodied
suffering.

The hometown response becomes hostile when Jesus
challenges narrow expectations about divine favour. His
references to Elijah and Elisha recall mercy reaching
outsiders. Religious familiarity can produce resistance
when people assume that God’s goodness must remain
under their control. The story warns against claiming
privileged access that excludes people God receives.

Mercy at the table

Jesus calls Levi and eats in the company of tax collectors
and others considered sinners. His presence is not
approval of every action around the table. He comes as the
physician who calls people toward repentance and life.
Separating ourselves from everyone with a troubled
history would contradict this movement of mercy;
pretending that sin does not matter would also contradict
it.

In Luke 7, a Roman centurion’s faith and a grieving
widow’s need receive attention. Later, the woman who
approaches Jesus in a Pharisee’s house becomes part of a
lesson about forgiveness and love. Her identity should not
be carelessly merged with Mary Magdalene or every other
woman who anoints Jesus. Different narratives require
careful identification.

Luke 8 names women who supported the ministry from
their resources. Their role is visible in the story, not an
optional addition by a modern reader. Christian teaching
should recognize the real participation of women while
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reading each passage according to what it records.
Appreciation grows stronger when it rests on evidence
rather than invented biographies.

Application: Ask whose story you tend to dismiss because
of background, poverty, occupation, gender, or nationality.
Jesus’ mercy challenges those habits. Welcome does not
cancel the call to repentance, but it creates space for a
person to hear and respond without first proving social
respectability.

Discuss: What does Luke claim about his research? Why
must we resist invented details about Jesus’ unrecorded
years? How does table fellowship express both mercy and
a call to change?

Prayer: Father, help us recognize Your mercy when it
reaches people we did not expect. Form in us the patience
to listen, welcome, and speak truth with love. Amen.

Luke and the journey of discipleship
Read: Luke 9:51-10:42; 11; 12; 15-19; 24.

Main truth: Following Jesus reshapes love of neighbour,
prayer, possessions, repentance, and hope.

A journey toward Jerusalem

Luke 9:51 marks a deliberate movement toward
Jerusalem. The journey section gathers encounters and
teaching as Jesus approaches His suffering. Its
arrangement is theological as well as geographical. We
should not assume that every sentence provides a travel
diary from which a precise daily route can be
reconstructed.
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A Samaritan village does not receive Jesus, and disciples
want destructive retaliation. Jesus refuses their response.
Rejection does not grant a disciple permission to harm the
rejecter. This matters whenever religious zeal begins to
excuse hostility. The mission’s truth must not be defended
by a spirit that contradicts its Lord.

The sending of workers emphasizes dependence, peace,
and the nearness of God’s kingdom. Their return with joy
is met by a redirection of their deepest confidence.
Spiritual activity should not become the foundation of
personal worth. The disciple belongs to God before
claiming an impressive account of ministry results.

Who is my neighbour

The Good Samaritan answers a question about
neighbourly love by showing mercy crossing an expected
boundary. The wounded man’s need becomes the occasion
for costly action. The story does not merely ask us to
admire compassion as an idea. It exposes the use of
religious or social distinctions to avoid responsibility.

We should not use the priest and Levite to condemn every
person in those roles, or the Samaritan to create an
opposite prejudice. The point concerns the doing of mercy.
Love notices, approaches, treats wounds, arranges care,
and accepts expense. A practical application may involve
transport to a clinic, patient assistance, fair treatment at
work, or sustained care after public attention fades.

Mary and Martha then show another aspect of
discipleship. Service matters, but anxious activity can
prevent attentive listening. Jesus does not condemn every
household task or declare one temperament spiritually
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superior. He receives Mary as a learner and addresses
Martha’s distracted anxiety. Work finds its proper place
when it grows from attention to the Lord rather than
becoming a rival to it.

Prayer and possessions

Luke repeatedly presents Jesus praying and teaching
prayer. Persistence does not mean that we eventually
force a reluctant God to become generous. The Father’s
goodness gives reason to continue asking. Prayer includes
ordinary need and dependence on the Holy Spirit, not only
dramatic crises or public meetings.

The rich fool prepares for a future he cannot control while
neglecting his relationship to God. Possessions cannot
secure the life they are meant to serve. The warning is not
limited to very wealthy people: anyone can make
accumulation the centre of identity. Generosity and
gratitude help reveal whether money serves love or rules
the heart.

Jesus’ teaching about stewardship addresses faithfulness
with what belongs to another. Some parables use morally
difficult characters to make a limited comparison. The
dishonest manager is not permission to commit fraud. A
careful reader distinguishes the point being drawn from a
character’s entire behaviour. Jesus’ explicit teaching about
loyalty to God prevents a dishonest application.

Lost and found

Luke 15 places three stories within a dispute about Jesus
receiving sinners. The lost sheep, lost coin, and lost son
emphasize recovery and joy. The older brother exposes
resentment toward mercy. He remains near the household
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while resisting the father’s delight in the younger son’s
return. Religious proximity can coexist with a heart far
from the father’s generosity.

Repentance does not make the younger son’s actions
harmless, and mercy does not require the older brother to
pretend that no harm occurred. The story directs both
toward the father’s welcome and restored relationship. It
challenges a community to rejoice when a person turns
back rather than preserving that person’s old identity as a
permanent accusation.

Zacchaeus makes the movement into a concrete
encounter. Receiving Jesus is followed by a response
involving possessions and restitution. Salvation is a gift,
yet it changes the way a person treats others. Restitution
cannot purchase God’s mercy, but it can express
repentance where someone has profited from wrong.

Hope through the Scriptures

Luke 24 joins the empty tomb, the Emmaus encounter,
appearance to the disciples, the interpretation of
Scripture, commission, and ascension. Jesus’ suffering and
resurrection are brought together within God’s saving
purpose. The disciples’ confusion is addressed through
encounter and understanding, not merely through
pressure to sound confident.

Luke’s brief closing account should be read with Acts 1,
where the appearances unfold over forty days. A
compressed narrative does not necessarily claim that
every event occurred on the same afternoon. The two
volumes together move from the risen Lord’s instruction
to the promised power for witness.
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Application: Choose one neighbourly act that involves
more than words. Examine money or possessions that
have become a false refuge. If another person returns to
faith or community, ask whether you welcome restoration
or quietly resent the mercy they receive.

Discuss: What does the Samaritan do that makes his love
concrete? How does the older brother challenge religious
readers? What changes in Zacchaeus show repentance
becoming visible?

Prayer: Merciful Father, give us listening hearts, generous
hands, and joy when people return to You. Let our prayer
and possessions answer to Your kingdom. Amen.
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Chapter 6

John: the Son, His signs, and His | Am
sayings

John: book introduction

Chapters: 21. Author: traditionally John the apostle. The
text connects its testimony with the disciple Jesus loved
(21:20-24), while the writer’s identity and the book’s final
formation remain subjects of discussion. Date: commonly
near AD 80-100, with other proposals. First readers: their
precise location is not named; the stated purpose concerns
believing in Jesus and receiving life.

Purpose and main message: Jesus is the Messiah and Son
of God, the eternal Word become flesh. His signs and
words reveal His identity and call for faith. Suggested key
passages: John 1:1-18; 3:16-21; 14:6; 20:28-31.

Simple outline: 1:1-18 introduces the Word; 1:19-12:50
presents public signs and encounters; 13-17 contains the
final evening’s teaching and prayer; 18-19 narrates
suffering and death; 20-21 presents resurrection
appearances, purpose, and restoration.

Christ and the Trinity: the Word is distinguished from
God and confessed as divine in the opening; Jesus speaks
extensively of the Father and the personal work of the
Spirit in chapters 14-16. Simple summary: look at Jesus,
believe in Him, and receive the life He gives.
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John and the signs of the Son

Read: John 1-4; 5:1-18; 6:1-21; 9; 11; 20:30-31.

Main truth: John presents Jesus’ signs so that readers may
believe in the Messiah and Son of God and receive life in His
name.

The Word became flesh

John begins before the earthly birth narrative. The Word
is with God and is God; the Word becomes flesh.
Relationship and deity are held together. The Son does not
begin to exist when Mary gives birth, and His incarnation
is not an appearance that only looks human. John’s
opening joins His eternal identity with His real coming
among us.

John the Baptist bears witness rather than competing for
the place of the light. Witness becomes an important
pattern in this Gospel. The Baptist, Jesus’ works, Scripture,
the Father, and human encounters all contribute to the
presentation of His identity. Witness directs attention
beyond the messenger. A Christian teacher should be
willing to become less central as learners come to know
Christ more clearly.

The Gospel connects its testimony with the disciple Jesus
loved, traditionally identified with John son of Zebedee.
Questions about the writer’s identity and the book’s final
form are discussed in scholarship. A common dating
places it near the end of the first century. We can teach the
traditional identification while making clear that a
modern signed author statement is not present in the
narrative.
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What a sign does

John calls certain works signs because they reveal
something about Jesus and invite a response. A sign is not
merely a display of unusual power. People may receive a
benefit and still misunderstand its meaning. After the
feeding, the crowd’s interest in food and kingship becomes
part of a conversation about the bread of life. Jesus will
not allow the crowd to define His mission simply by what
it wants from Him.

A familiar teaching selection identifies seven signs before
the passion: water made wine, the official’s son healed, the
man at the pool healed, the multitude fed, Jesus walking
on the sea, the man born blind receiving sight, and
Lazarus raised. John does not print this as an official
numbered list. Some teachers count or group the works
differently, especially when including the resurrection and
the later catch of fish. Explain the selection rather than
treating the number as the test of a faithful reader.

Provision and trust

At Cana, the transformation of water into wine reveals
Jesus’ glory and draws the disciples toward faith. The
setting includes purification jars and a wedding
celebration. These details invite attention to the scene’s
meaning, but a reader should not invent a doctrine for
every quantity of water or every movement of a servant.
The account leads us to the person acting within it.

The healing of the official’s son presents trust in Jesus’
word beyond immediate sight. The father returns and
discovers that the healing corresponds to Jesus’
announcement. Faith is not identical to possessing visible
confirmation in advance. Yet the narrative is a particular

59



THE NEW TESTAMENT SIMPLIFIED | THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

sign, not a method by which every believer can guarantee
distant healing at a chosen hour.

The man at the pool has endured long suffering. His
restoration leads into a Sabbath dispute and teaching
about the Son’s relation to the Father. John’s concern
reaches beyond the man’s mobility to Jesus’ identity and
authority. We should not infer from this case that every
disability results from a particular personal sin. John 9
explicitly challenges that simplistic explanation.

Light blindness and life

The man born blind becomes the centre of an unfolding
inquiry. Those confident in their sight resist what has
happened, while the healed man grows in his
understanding of Jesus. The story explores both physical
restoration and a refusal to recognize truth. It does not
make blind people morally inferior; its sharpest criticism
concerns confident religious resistance.

At Lazarus’s tomb, Jesus weeps. His knowledge of the
coming sign does not make grief unreal. He enters the
sorrow of the family while declaring Himself resurrection
and life. Lazarus is restored to mortal life, whereas Jesus’
resurrection inaugurates His victory over death in a
unique way. The distinction prevents us from treating
every return to life in Scripture as exactly the same event.

The raising of Lazarus also intensifies opposition. A sign
does not mechanically force faith. People interpret events
within desires, fears, loyalties, and resistance. John
therefore asks readers to respond, not merely to collect
evidence as spectators. The sign points to the Son;
receiving life involves believing in Him.
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New birth and living water

Nicodemus approaches with religious learning, yet needs
the life given by the Spirit. New birth means that entry
into God’s kingdom is not secured by status, ancestry, or
expertise. The conversation joins God’s love, the giving of
the Son, faith, judgment, and the movement from darkness
toward light. God’s grace is not permission to remain
hidden in wrongdoing.

The Samaritan woman meets Jesus at a well. He knows her
history and addresses worship, truth, and living water.
The account should not be reduced to contempt for her
personal life; nor should her situation be embellished
beyond what the text says. She becomes a witness whose
community encounters Jesus. The movement from one
conversation to a wider hearing shows how an ordinary
person can direct others to Christ.

Application: Ask what a familiar miracle reveals about
Jesus before asking how it can serve your immediate
desire. Bring grief honestly to the One who wept. If your
past seems disqualifying, notice how Jesus can bring truth
and dignity into an encounter and turn a recipient of
mercy into a witness.

Discuss: What makes a miracle a sign in John? Why
should a list of seven be described as a teaching selection?
What do Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman reveal
about the reach of Jesus’ invitation?

Prayer: Eternal Word, open our eyes to Your glory and
our hearts to Your life. Help us become truthful witnesses
who point others toward You. Amen.
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The seven | Am images in John

Read: John 6:25-59; 8:12; 10:1-18; 11:17-27; 14:1-11; 15:1-17.
Main truth: Jesus’ I Am images explain the salvation and
relationship He gives, each within a particular conversation.

Bread of life

After the feeding, Jesus directs the crowd beyond food that
is consumed toward the life He gives. Bread sustains
ordinary life; Jesus gives Himself as the life-giving
provision of God. Believing in Him is not merely admiring
a miracle worker. It means receiving the One sent by the
Father rather than trying to make Him serve a different
project.

The manna discussion places the claim within Israel’s
story. The wilderness provision was real, yet the people
who ate it still died. Jesus speaks of the life that overcomes
death. His later language about eating and drinking must
be read within the chapter’s repeated call to come and
believe and its movement toward His self-giving death.
Christian traditions discuss its relationship to Communion,
but no reading should detach it from the person and work
of Christ.

Living response: Feed your mind on His teaching and
place your trust in Him. Receiving daily food with
gratitude is good; asking food, income, or possessions to
become the source of ultimate life is a burden they cannot
carry.

Light of the world

Jesus’ declaration about light belongs to a Gospel in which
darkness involves rejection, concealment, and
misunderstanding. Light reveals and gives direction.
Following Him means allowing truth to expose what we
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would rather hide. It is not enough to enjoy inspiring
language while protecting a dishonest life from
examination.

John 9 develops the light theme through the healing of the
man born blind and the controversy that follows. The
image challenges people who are confident that their
position guarantees insight. Spiritual understanding
begins with receiving the revelation God gives, not with
defending the appearance that we already know
everything.

Living response: Bring a decision into the light by asking
what Jesus’ teaching requires. Seek honest counsel where
necessary. Darkness often grows stronger when pride
prevents a person from admitting a need for help.

The door for the sheep

In John 10, the door or gate belongs to the image of a
sheepfold. Jesus provides the entrance associated with
salvation, safety, and pasture. The immediate picture is
not a statement about a physical gate in the sky. He is the
access through whom people enter the saving care of God.

The surrounding contrast concerns thieves, strangers, and
destructive leadership. The image therefore speaks both
about salvation and the protection of the flock. It should
not be used by a human leader to claim that believers can
reach Christ only through that leader’s private
organization. Jesus is the door; the minister is not a
replacement entrance.

Living response: Trust Christ’s saving sufficiency. Test
religious authority by its relationship to His truth and
care, rather than by dramatic claims of exclusive access.
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The good shepherd

The good shepherd knows the sheep and gives His life for
them. A hired worker who abandons the flock under
threat provides the contrast. Jesus’ care is personal and
costly. The passage reaches toward the unity of His flock
and the relation between the Son’s obedience and the
Father’s love.

The shepherd image does not make believers incapable of
judgment. They recognize the shepherd’s voice in contrast
with strangers. In Christian ministry, pastoral care should
reflect Christ’s willingness to serve, protect, and tell the
truth. A leader’s title cannot make exploitation good.

Living response: Receive the care of Christ and practise
responsible care toward someone entrusted to you.
Protecting another person may require inconvenient time,
truthful correction, or refusal to benefit from their
weakness.

Resurrection and life

Jesus speaks to Martha in the setting of Lazarus’s death.
He does not offer only a distant theory. Hope is located in
His person. Death is real, grief is real, and yet His
authority is greater. Faith in Him reaches beyond the
visible ending of mortal life.

This promise does not mean believers never attend
funerals or that sorrow proves unbelief. Jesus Himself
weeps. Christian hope changes the horizon of grief
without pretending that separation does not hurt.
Resurrection is God’s answer to death, not a command to
deny death’s present pain.
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Living response: Comfort mourners with patient presence
and truthful hope. Avoid using a verse to hurry someone
through grief so that you can feel less uncomfortable.

The way the truth and the life

John 14 begins with troubled disciples and the promise of
the Father’s house. Thomas asks about the way. Jesus
locates access to the Father in Himself. He is the way
because He brings people into the saving relationship they
cannot create by their own achievement. The claim is
personal before it becomes a general statement about
moral direction.

He is the truth because He reveals the Father faithfully
and embodies God’s self-disclosure. This is deeper than
saying that He never makes an incorrect statement,
though His words are truthful. He is the life because
communion with God comes through Him. These three
descriptions belong together: the One who reveals the
Father is the One through whom we come to the Father
and receive life.

Living response: Christian witness should express
confidence in Christ without contempt for people who do
not yet believe. If we proclaim Him as truth while using
deception or cruelty, our conduct contradicts the message.

The true vine

The vine image describes dependence, life, fruit, and
abiding. Branches do not generate life independently and
then add a decorative connection to the vine. They bear
fruit through remaining in it. Jesus connects abiding with
His words, love, obedience, and the Father’s cultivation.

Fruit should not be reduced to income, popularity, or a
large ministry. In the passage, love and faithful
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discipleship are central. Pruning speaks of the Father’s
purposeful care, but it does not authorize us to declare the
precise divine reason for every hardship in someone else’s
life. We should apply the image with the humility the text
itself encourages.

Living response: Return daily to the words of Jesus,
prayer, obedience, and love. Dependence is not inactivity.
Aliving branch is active in fruit-bearing because it
receives life from its source.

The images and the wider | Am language

These seven familiar images are a teaching collection, not
every occurrence of I am in John. Other sayings, including
John 8:58, contribute to the Gospel’s presentation of Jesus’
identity. John’s language should be considered alongside
the Old Testament and the Gospel’s wider witness. Do not
assume that every ordinary use of the words I am carries
an identical claim. Context determines what a particular
sentence communicates.

Discuss: How does the sheepfold setting explain the door?
What does the conversation with Thomas clarify about the
way? How does abiding produce action rather than
passivity?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, be the centre of our trust. Feed us with
Your truth, lead us in Your light, keep us in Your care, and
make our lives fruitful in love. Amen.
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Chapter 7

John: the final evening and the promise
of the Spirit

Read: John 13-17.
Main truth: Jesus prepares His disciples for His departure

through humble service, the promise of the Spirit, abiding love,
and prayer.

The Lord washes feet

John 13 places Jesus’ act of washing feet within His
conscious movement toward the Father. His identity gives
meaning to the humility. He does not serve because He has
forgotten His authority. He shows what authority shaped
by divine love looks like. Peter’s discomfort reveals how
difficult it can be to receive a kind of service that
overturns our expectations of greatness.

The action also becomes an example for the disciples.
Christian communities practise its implications through
different forms, and some observe literal foot washing.
The wider demand is unmistakable: no follower is too
important for humble care. We should not perform a
symbolic act publicly while refusing ordinary service
privately.

Betrayal remains present within the meal. Jesus’
knowledge does not remove the seriousness of Judas’s
choice. Love is not portrayed as naive ignorance, and
divine purpose does not turn betrayal into a virtue. The
narrative holds moral responsibility and the movement
toward the cross together.
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The command to love

Jesus makes love the visible mark of discipleship. Its
pattern is His own self-giving. Affection and friendly
language are not enough when a community tolerates
cruelty, manipulation, or indifference. Love becomes
visible in how people bear responsibility, tell the truth,
and respond to one another’s needs.

This command does not mean that disciples will never
disagree. It gives the manner in which disagreement must
be handled. A person can defend a correct statement with
an unchristlike spirit. Another can use warm language to
avoid difficult truth. The love of Jesus calls us toward both
truthful speech and costly concern.

The Father the Son and the Spirit

Jesus speaks of going to the Father and of the Helper or
Advocate who will be given to the disciples. The Spirit
teaches, reminds, testifies, guides, and glorifies Christ.
These are personal actions. He is not described merely as
an impersonal religious atmosphere or emotional force.

The Father sends, the Son asks and also speaks of sending,
and the Spirit comes in this saving mission. The persons
are distinguished without being presented as three
competing gods. Christian teaching about the Trinity seeks
to confess these scriptural truths together: one God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The relationship should not
be reduced to a human family diagram that claims to
explain every aspect of God’s being.

The promise of the Spirit is first addressed to Jesus’
disciples in their particular calling as witnesses. Believers
today receive instruction through their testimony and
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depend on the same Spirit. This does not make every
private impression equal to apostolic Scripture. Claims of
guidance must be tested in relation to the character and
teaching of Christ.

Peace within opposition

Jesus does not promise that the disciples will face no
hostility. His peace is given within a world that may reject
them. This prevents two mistakes: assuming that trouble
proves God’s absence, and imagining that conflict
automatically proves our own faithfulness. Sometimes
opposition follows genuine witness; sometimes
consequences follow our own foolishness. Discernment is
needed.

Prayer in Jesus’ name belongs to the relationship of
abiding and obedience. It is not a phrase attached to the
end of any demand as a guarantee. To ask in His name is
to depend on Him and to seek what accords with His
mission and character. Honest prayer includes the
surrender that Jesus displays in His own obedience.

The prayer of Jesus

John 17 brings together glory, eternal life, the disciples’
preservation, holiness in truth, and the unity of those who
will believe through their word. Eternal life is described in
relation to knowing the Father and Jesus Christ. It is more
than endless duration; it is life in the saving relationship
God gives.

Jesus prays for unity, but unity does not require
pretending that truth is unimportant. He also prays for
sanctification in truth. Nor does holiness mean isolation
from every person outside the church. The disciples are
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sent into the world while being kept from its evil. Their
calling involves presence with a different allegiance.

Application: Find a form of service that does not depend
on public recognition. Bring a difficult request to God with
openness to His will. In your church or family, ask
whether the way people disagree makes the love of Jesus
easier or harder to recognize.

Discuss: How does Jesus’ identity shape the meaning of
foot washing? What actions reveal the Spirit’s personal
work? How do truth, holiness, unity, and mission belong
together in John 17?

Prayer: Father, keep us in the love of Your Son. Teach us
through the Holy Spirit, make us holy in truth, and send us
into the world with humble courage. Amen.
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Chapter 8

The cross, resurrection, and ascension

Read: Matthew 26-28; Mark 14-16; Luke 22-24; John 18-21;
Acts 1:1-12; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8.

Main truth: Jesus truly died for sins, rose bodily, and was
exalted; His saving victory gives the church its message and
hope.

One passion with distinct emphases

All four Gospels move toward the arrest, trial, crucifixion,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Their emphases vary.
Matthew repeatedly connects events with Scripture. Mark
gives a stark account of suffering and abandonment. Luke
highlights innocence, mercy, and faithful witness. John
presents Jesus’ sovereign movement through the hour of
His self-giving. These emphases enrich a shared witness
rather than describing four different saviours.

The trials involve particular religious leaders, Roman
authority, crowds, soldiers, and the actions of disciples.
Responsibility should be described according to each
narrative. The statement that all religious leaders
universally rejected Jesus is false; the Gospels themselves
name people whose responses differ. No account
authorizes blame against every member of a people across
generations.

What the death accomplishes

Atonement concerns God’s action in dealing with sin and
restoring relationship through Christ. Redemption uses the
language of release at a cost. Reconciliation concerns the
ending of enmity and restored fellowship. Sacrifice,
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ransom, victory, covenant, and forgiveness are biblical
ways of describing aspects of the saving work. A helpful
explanation allows these images to illuminate one
another.

Jesus’ death is not merely a lesson in courage. He gives
Himself for sinners. Neither is the Father presented as
needing to be persuaded by a Son who loves people while
the Father does not. The Father gives the Son, and the Son
willingly gives Himself. Christian teaching should hold
divine love, the seriousness of sin, and the costly gift of
salvation together.

The death is real. Jesus does not simply appear to die or
leave a human substitute to suffer in His place. His
humanity is neither discarded nor denied. Historic
Christian confession distinguishes the Son’s real human
death from a claim that the divine nature ceased to exist.
The one who dies is the incarnate Son, truly human and
truly divine.

The seven sayings from the cross

The familiar seven sayings combine words recorded
across the four Gospels. No single Gospel arranges all
seven into a numbered sequence. Their subjects include
forgiveness, promised fellowship in paradise, care for
Jesus’ mother, lament, thirst, completion, and entrusting
Himself to the Father. The collection can aid meditation
when its composite nature is explained.

The cry drawing on Psalm 22 should be heard within the
suffering described by that psalm and its movement
toward vindication. It is not a basis for saying that the
Trinity broke apart or that the Son stopped being divine.
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The words of completion in John direct attention to the
accomplishment of His mission. His care for His mother
shows that self-giving love also attends to concrete
responsibility.

Resurrection means more than memory

The resurrection accounts present an empty tomb and
appearances of the risen Jesus. In Luke, He shows His
hands and feet and eats; in John, He addresses Thomas’s
refusal to believe. The risen body is continuous with the
crucified Lord, yet His risen life is not simply a return to
ordinary mortal existence. Christian hope is bodily
resurrection, not merely the survival of an inspiring
influence.

Paul summarizes received testimony in 1 Corinthians 15:
Christ died for sins, was buried, was raised, and appeared
to witnesses. This proclamation is earlier than many later
disputes about the Gospels. It locates the Christian
message in the saving events and the witness to them. The
church does not create resurrection by deciding to feel
hopeful.

The appearances in a careful list

Different lists group the appearances differently. We
should not announce an exact total and then count a
parenthetical comment as a separate appearance. The
following references provide a useful collection without
claiming that every overlap or chronological relationship
is settled.

Withesses or setting Main references

Mary Magdalene John 20:11-18
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Witnesses or setting
Other women
Simon Peter

The two on the
Emmaus road

Disciples gathered
without Thomas

Disciples with Thomas
present

Seven disciples beside
the lake

The eleven in Galilee
More than five hundred

James and then the
apostles

The ascension
gathering

Paul at a later point

Main references
Matthew 28:8-10

Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5

Luke 24:13-35

Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-23

John 20:24-29

John 21:1-23

Matthew 28:16-20

1 Corinthians 15:6

1 Corinthians 15:7

Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:1-12

Acts 9:1-19; 1 Corinthians 15:8

John calls Thomas one of the Twelve even though Judas is
no longer among them. Such a title can identify the group
rather than provide a literal count at every mention.
Luke’s assembled disciples also include people beyond a
simple numbered description. Read each passage’s
wording before producing arithmetic that it was not
written to provide.

Ascension and continuing mission

Acts describes forty days of resurrection appearances and
kingdom teaching before the ascension. Luke places the
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departure near Bethany; Acts connects the return to
Jerusalem with the Mount of Olives. These geographical
descriptions belong to the same general area. Matthew’s
Galilean commission is a separate scene and should retain
its own setting.

The ascension does not mean Jesus has become irrelevant
or ceased to care for His people. He is exalted, promises
the Spirit, and will return. The disciples are redirected
from staring upward toward the task of witness. Hope in
His return supports faithful work in the present rather
than escape from responsibility.

Application: Let the cross end your attempt to make
personal achievement the basis of salvation. Let
resurrection hope give courage for faithful living and
comfort in grief. Let the ascension direct your attention to
the reigning Lord and the mission He entrusts to His
people.

Discuss: What do redemption and reconciliation describe?
Why must we distinguish a composite collection of sayings
from one Gospel’s sequence? What makes bodily
resurrection different from a memory kept alive?

Prayer: Crucified and risen Lord, receive our trust and
gratitude. Make Your saving work the centre of our hope
and Your mission the direction of our service. Amen.
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Chapter 9

Jesus’ teaching and the New

Testament’s main doctrines

Read: Matthew 5-7; 22:34-40; 28:18-20; John 3; 14-17; Romans
3-8; Ephesians 2.

Main truth: Christian doctrine teaches us who God is, what He
has done through Christ, and how His people should live.

Doctrine begins with the Teacher

Doctrine means teaching. Jesus is not merely the topic of
Christian teaching; He is its authoritative Teacher and
Lord. He announces the kingdom, explains the Father’s
character, exposes sin, offers forgiveness, and calls people
to follow Him. His words must be read alongside His deeds
and His saving death and resurrection. To admire His
kindness while refusing His authority is to hear only part
of the message.

The apostles proclaim the same crucified and risen Lord.
Their letters explain the consequences of His work for
communities in different settings. Jesus and Paul should
not be set against each other as though one offered love
while the other invented faith, or one taught good conduct
while the other made conduct unnecessary. Compare
Matthew 7:21-27 with Romans 6 and 12. Both call for a
response that reaches actual life.

God and the Trinity

The New Testament receives Israel’s confession of one
God. Jesus teaches love for the one Lord (Mark 12:28-34),
addresses the Father, promises the Spirit, and receives
divine honour. At His baptism the Son is present, the
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Father speaks, and the Spirit descends. In Matthew 28:19
the three are named together within the commission to
make disciples.

Trinity is the Christian term for holding these biblical
truths together: one God, eternally Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. The persons are distinct; God is not three competing
gods or one person performing three temporary roles.
“Person” here does not mean three independent human
beings. The word helps distinguish the Father from the
Son and Spirit while preserving the one divine being. No
ordinary object fully explains this mystery, so a simple
illustration must never replace the scriptural witness.

Jesus Christ: truly divine and truly human

Christology means the study of Christ’s person and work.
John 1 introduces the eternal Word who becomes flesh.
Luke describes Jesus growing, praying, becoming tired,
and suffering. The risen Jesus is the crucified Lord, not
merely the memory of His followers. Fully divine and fully
human does not mean half of each, or two rival persons
occupying one body.

Jesus reveals the Father and gives Himself for sinners. His
humanity makes His obedience and suffering real; His
deity is not switched off when His humanity is visible. The
New Testament’s claims are greater than saying He was an
unusually gifted moral teacher. Christian worship and
salvation are shaped by who He is.

Scripture and faithful interpretation

Jesus appeals to Scripture and teaches its fulfilment
(Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:44-49). The apostles also reason
from Scripture and proclaim Christ. Inspiration means
that Scripture comes through God’s work and serves His
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instruction; 2 Timothy 3:14-17 connects it with teaching,
correction, training, and good works. Authority is not
permission to quote a sentence in a way that ignores its
meaning.

Read a paragraph before building a doctrine from one
word. Distinguish narrative, parable, poetry, argument,
and symbolic vision. The New Testament collection is
called a canon, meaning the recognised body of
authoritative writings. Its order groups books by kind and
association, not simply by the date of composition.

Humanity, sin, and the need for salvation

People have dignity as God’s creatures, yet sin damages
our relationship with Him and with others. Sin includes
actions, words, desires, and patterns of rebellion, not only
offences that happen to be publicly discovered. Jesus
traces murder and adultery toward the heart, exposes
hypocrisy, and calls both publicly respectable and openly
disobedient people to repentance.

The need for salvation is universal; it does not cancel
responsibility for particular wrongs. An honest confession
identifies wrongdoing rather than hiding behind
“everyone sins.” The gospel offers forgiveness and a
changed allegiance, not a religious method of avoiding
truth or restitution.

Grace, repentance, faith, and new birth

Grace is God’s unearned favour and saving generosity.
Repentance is turning toward God from sin. Faith is trust
in Christ, not merely agreement that His name exists. New
birth describes the life given through God’s Spirit (John 3).
These terms illuminate related aspects of salvation; they
should not become competing slogans.
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Jesus welcomes sinners and calls them to a new life. Paul
explains salvation as God’s gift, received through faith and
leading to good works (Ephesians 2:8-10). Christians
discuss details concerning divine choosing, freedom,
assurance, and perseverance differently. A beginning
reader should first grasp the shared call: turn to Christ,
trust His saving work, and follow Him.

The cross, justification, adoption, and holiness

Atonement concerns God’s saving action in dealing with
sin and restoring relationship. Redemption speaks of
release at a cost; reconciliation concerns the ending of
hostility. Justification concerns God’s gracious verdict
through Christ, and adoption describes being received as
His children. These images explain the richness of
salvation rather than requiring us to choose only one
word.

Sanctification means being set apart for God and formed
in holy living. The Spirit produces character fitting our
belonging to Christ. We neither earn the cross through
good behaviour nor use the cross to excuse wrongdoing.
The child who learns to tell the truth and the adult who
refuses dishonest gain are both learning obedience shaped
by grace.

The kingdom and Jesus’ way of life

God’s kingdom is His reign, announced in Jesus and
awaiting its full completion. Jesus teaches prayer for the
Father’s kingdom and will, announces good news,
confronts evil, and calls disciples to live under His
authority. The kingdom must not be reduced to wealth,
political control, or inward feelings alone.
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The great commands join love for God with love for
neighbour. Jesus teaches enemy love, forgiveness, mercy,
honesty, generosity, sexual faithfulness, humility, and care
for the overlooked. His parables challenge pride and invite
a response. Forgiveness releases vengeance; it does not
require denying harm, hiding wrongdoing, or abandoning
necessary protection and accountability.

Prayer, worship, fasting, and possessions

Jesus teaches His disciples to address the Father with trust.
Prayer includes worship, daily dependence, forgiveness,
and help in temptation. Asking in Jesus’ name concerns
relationship with Him and His mission; adding a phrase to
the end of a selfish demand is not a guarantee of its
fulfilment. The Lord’s Prayer gives a pattern, while Jesus’
other prayers show that faithful prayer need not use only
one form of words.

Fasting should express devotion rather than religious
display. Giving should meet need rather than purchase
admiration. Jesus warns about treasure becoming a rival
master. Paul also teaches contentment and generous care.
The New Testament does not measure every believer’s
faith by income, public prominence, or freedom from
illness.

The Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts

Pneumatology means teaching about the Holy Spirit. He
teaches, guides, empowers, sanctifies, gives gifts, and
directs attention to Christ. He is personally active, not
merely an atmosphere in a meeting. Acts describes
significant experiences of empowerment, while the letters
explain belonging to Christ and life in the Spirit.
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Christians differ over the terminology of Spirit baptism,
subsequent empowerment, and the continuing use of
particular gifts. Such differences should be stated fairly.
Gifts are given for service and must be exercised in love
and order (1 Corinthians 12-14). A dramatic experience
does not remove the need for truthful teaching, moral
character, or accountability. The fruit of the Spirit belongs
beside discussion of His gifts.

The church, baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and mission

The church is the people gathered in Christ, described as
His body, a household, and a temple. It is more than a
building or the personal following of a minister. Its life
includes teaching, prayer, fellowship, generosity, worship,
discipline, and witness. Leaders serve the flock rather than
own it.

Jesus commands baptism and institutes the meal
remembered as the Lord’s Supper. Christian traditions
differ over the recipients and mode of baptism and the
precise explanation of Christ’s presence in the Supper. The
passages nevertheless connect these practices with
discipleship, remembrance, proclamation, belonging, and
a shared life. Differences should be explained without
treating careless practice as harmless.

Mission includes proclaiming Christ, making disciples,
baptizing, teaching obedience, and serving people with
truthful love. Compassion and proclamation belong
together. The call to the nations honours people across
cultures without making one culture’s customs into a
universal condition of salvation.
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Angels, evil, suffering, and spiritual conflict

The New Testament presents angels as servants of God
and the devil as an adversary. Jesus confronts evil, and
believers are called to resist temptation and stand in truth.
This does not authorise blaming every illness on a demon
or claiming secret knowledge of the spiritual cause of
another person’s suffering.

Suffering may arise from persecution, injustice, ordinary
human frailty, or consequences of wrongdoing. We must
listen before assigning a cause. Christian response
includes prayer, practical care, appropriate help, and
perseverance. Faith is trust in God within reality, not a
command to deny reality.

Resurrection, judgment, and the coming Lord

Jesus promises resurrection and judgment. Paul connects
believers’ bodily hope with Christ’s resurrection in 1
Corinthians 15. Eternal life begins in knowing God through
the Son and reaches its full expression beyond death.
Christian hope is greater than the survival of an inspiring
memory.

Christians differ over the detailed order of end-time
events. All are called to watchfulness, faithfulness, and
hope in the returning Lord. Revelation ends with God
dwelling with His people and the curse removed. The
proper result of studying the future is faithful living in the
present.

Application: put one teaching into practice. Discuss: how
should Christian doctrine change our relationships?
Prayer: Father, teach us through Your Son and renew us
by Your Spirit. Make our lives faithful to Your truth. Amen.
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Chapter 10

Acts: the church and the widening
mission

Acts: book introduction

Chapters: 28. Author: traditionally Luke, the writer
associated with the third Gospel. Both books address
Theophilus, and Acts refers to the earlier account. Date:
debated; an early proposal falls in the AD 60s, while many
place composition around AD 80-90. The ending does not
by itself settle the question. First readers: Theophilus and
the wider community served by the narrative.

Purpose and main message: the risen Jesus continues His
mission through Spirit-empowered witnesses, and the
gospel reaches Jews and Gentiles. Acts is a selective
account of the church’s early mission, not a complete
biography of every apostle. Suggested key passages: Acts
1:8; 2:36-42; 10:34-43; 15:6-21; 28:30-31.

Simple outline: 1-7 follows Jerusalem witness; 8-12
widens the circle through Samaria, the Ethiopian official,
Saul, Cornelius, and Antioch; 13-20 follows missionary
journeys and the Jerusalem discussion; 21-28 moves
through arrest, hearings, voyage, and witness in Rome.

Christ and the Trinity: the Father promises the Spirit, the
exalted Son gives the Spirit, and the Spirit directs witness
to Jesus (1:4-8; 2:32-33). Simple summary: Jesus is risen,
the Spirit empowers His people, and the good news moves
outward.
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Acts and the birth of the witnessing community
Read: Acts 1-7; Joel 2:28-32.

Main truth: The risen Jesus gives the Spirit and forms a
community that worships, shares, serves, and bears witness.

Luke’s second volume

Acts begins by addressing Theophilus and referring to an
earlier account of what Jesus began to do and teach. Its
direct literary connection is with Luke, not with all four
Gospels as if they were one author’s first volume. Its
message nevertheless continues the saving story witnessed
by all four. The risen Jesus remains the Lord whose work
the apostles proclaim.

The title Acts of the Apostles does not mean that every
apostle receives an equal biography. Peter and Paul
receive particular attention, alongside Stephen, Philip,
Barnabas, James, and many others. The Holy Spirit directs
the mission, but a title such as Acts of the Holy Spirit is an
interpretive description rather than the exact original title
supplied by a verse.

The composition date of Acts is debated. An early proposal
places it in the AD 60s, partly in relation to the ending,
while many scholars propose a later first-century date,
often in the AD 80s or 90s. Its final scene cannot settle the
question by itself. The date of the events narrated must be
distinguished from the date of writing.

Acts 1:8 gives a useful geographical framework: Jerusalem,
Judea and Samaria, and the ends of the earth. The
movement is not perfectly divided into sealed
compartments. Communities continue to develop in
earlier places while witness reaches new ones. The outline
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helps readers follow the expansion without forcing every
paragraph into a rigid boundary.

Waiting prayer and witness

The disciples ask about the kingdom’s timing. Jesus
redirects them from possession of a timetable toward
Spirit-empowered witness. They return to Jerusalem and
pray. Waiting here is not passive indifference. They
remain together in expectant obedience while attending to
the responsibilities before them.

The choice of Matthias concerns the particular vacancy
among the Twelve. Its conditions include witness to Jesus’
ministry and resurrection. This scene should not
automatically become a procedure requiring every church
appointment to use lots. Narrative describes what this
community did in this situation; wider teaching helps
determine how a principle should be applied.

Pentecost and proclamation

Pentecost occurs within the Jewish festival setting. The
Spirit’s coming is accompanied by striking signs and
speech understood by people from different regions. The
narrative emphasizes the mighty works of God,
astonishment, and the need for explanation. Peter’s
sermon interprets the event through Scripture and
proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus.

Peter does not make the crowd’s excitement the
foundation of the message. He speaks about God’s action,
the resurrection, and Jesus’ exaltation. The proper
response includes repentance, baptism, and reception of
the promised gift. Christian traditions discuss the
relationship of these elements in detail, but the passage
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does not permit us to separate spiritual experience from
faith in Christ and a changed allegiance.

The gathering is enlarged, and the community devotes
itself to apostolic teaching, fellowship, breaking bread, and
prayer. These practices belong together. A church that
pursues experience while neglecting teaching becomes
vulnerable to confusion. A church that values information
without fellowship, generosity, and prayer also departs
from the pattern presented.

Sharing without manipulation

Acts describes believers responding to need through
generosity and the sale of possessions. It does not say that
every believer was required to surrender every property
deed as a condition of belonging. Acts 5:4 distinguishes
ownership and voluntary disposal from the lie told by
Ananias and Sapphira. Their sin should not become a tool
for leaders to demand financial control over others.

The seriousness of their judgment concerns truthfulness
before God and the community. We should not announce
that every later death or illness is a repetition of that
particular judgment. The scene calls for honesty and
reverence, not fearful speculation about each person’s
suffering.

Healing courage and opposition

The healing at the temple gate in Acts 3 directs attention to
Jesus rather than Peter’s personal power. The sermon
again explains the event through the risen Christ and calls
for repentance. In Acts 4, opposition produces prayer for
bold witness. The community asks for faithfulness in the
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mission rather than merely for a comfortable life without
resistance.

Gamaliel’s intervention in Acts 5 belongs to a particular
council debate. His advice should not become a universal
rule that whatever survives must be approved by God.
Harmful movements can persist. The passage records his
argument and the disciples’ continued witness; it does not
replace moral and doctrinal discernment with a test of
longevity.

A problem inside the growing church

Acts 6 reveals unequal treatment in the daily distribution
to widows. Growth does not remove organizational
problems or social divisions. The apostles receive the
concern and arrange a responsible response. Prayer,
teaching, administration, and practical care should not be
played against one another as though only public
preaching were spiritual work.

The seven chosen servants are often discussed in relation
to later deacon ministry, although Acts does not formally
give them that title here. Stephen and Philip also speak
and minister beyond food distribution. Their example
warns against reducing people to a narrow function or
treating practical service as inferior in value.

Stephen’s testimony leads to his death. He bears witness to
God’s saving history and prays in the pattern of mercy
shown by Jesus. His death is not a failure of the Gospel.
Acts will show the scattered believers carrying the
message outward, while also naming the grief caused by
violence.
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Application: Bring an overlooked practical need into
honest discussion. Build a community where prayer and
teaching support fair administration and care. When
spiritual gifts or ministry results are visible, direct
gratitude toward Christ rather than creating dependence
on the personality of the minister.

Discuss: How is Acts related specifically to Luke? What do
the first believers practise together? What does Acts 6
teach about listening when a group reports unequal
treatment?

Prayer: Risen Lord, fill Your people with the Holy Spirit.
Make us truthful, generous, attentive to neglected needs,
and courageous in bearing witness to You. Amen.

Acts and the widening circle of grace
Read: Acts 8-12.

Main truth: The Spirit leads the church across boundaries
while keeping Jesus and His saving message at the centre.

Samaria receives the word

Persecution scatters believers beyond Jerusalem. Philip
proclaims Christ in Samaria, and the community responds
with joy. This matters because Jewish and Samaritan
relations carried a history of division. The mission does
not create a second-class church for outsiders; it raises the
question of how one saving work gathers people who had
been separated.

Peter and John visit, and the reception of the Spirit is
described in a particular sequence. Christians interpret
the timing in different ways. The narrative’s place in the
crossing of a major community boundary is important. We
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should not assume that one episode supplies an identical
timetable for every believer in every setting. Read it
alongside Acts 2, 10, and 19, where the narrated sequences
are not all the same.

Simon’s desire to purchase spiritual power exposes the
danger of treating God’s gift as a business possession.
Ministry cannot be bought as a technique for prestige or
financial advantage. Gifts belong under God’s authority.
The warning applies whenever a person promises control
of spiritual power in exchange for payment or special
loyalty.

A traveller receives good news

Philip is led toward an Ethiopian official reading Isaiah.
The official has a real question about the text. Philip
begins there and explains the good news about Jesus.
Effective teaching listens before speaking. It connects a
person’s question with the meaning of Scripture rather
than using every encounter as an opportunity to deliver
an unrelated speech.

The official’s baptism follows his reception of the message.
The story displays the reach of the Gospel beyond the
places and social expectations the reader might have
assumed. It does not provide a complete later history of
the official or of every church in his homeland. Those
subjects require other evidence and should not be
invented as part of Luke’s account.

Saul meets the risen Jesus

Saul’s encounter on the road to Damascus is an act of
divine interruption. He is confronted by the Lord he has
opposed through persecution of the disciples. His later
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ministry must be read alongside the seriousness of his
earlier violence. Grace restores and commissions him, but
does not make the violence an acceptable form of youthful
zeal.

Ananias receives an instruction that requires courage. The
feared persecutor is to be approached as someone the
Lord has claimed. This does not mean every believer must
ignore evidence of danger in every situation. The passage
records a specific divine direction. Its wider lesson
concerns God’s freedom to transform an enemy and the
community’s need to respond when the reality of
repentance becomes evident.

The narrative calls him Saul before and after the
encounter and later also calls him Paul. Acts 13:9 explicitly
introduces the other name. We should therefore avoid
saying that God changed Saul’s name to Paul at
conversion. The text does not narrate such a renaming. A
familiar sermon illustration should yield to the actual
sequence.

Cornelius and Peter

Cornelius is described as devout and generous, yet Peter is
sent to speak the message through which his household
will hear about Jesus. The story honours Cornelius’s
responsiveness without replacing the Gospel with moral
respectability. Good deeds are not a reason to withhold the
saving message from someone.

Peter’s vision and the household encounter challenge his
assumptions about people whom God receives. The Spirit
comes while the message is being heard, and Peter
recognizes that baptism should not be withheld. The
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community must learn from what God has done. Its
boundary is not to be defended simply because the
boundary is familiar.

When Peter explains the events in Jerusalem, testimony
and remembered words of Jesus guide the discussion.
Accountability is present. He does not dismiss every
question as rebellion against his personal authority. The
result is recognition that God has granted repentance
leading to life among the Gentiles as well.

Antioch and shared responsibility

The church in Antioch becomes an important centre.
Barnabas sees the grace of God and encourages the
believers. He also brings Saul into sustained teaching.
Encouragement and instruction belong together. A
growing community needs more than enthusiasm, and a
teacher needs the humility to recognize God’s work
through someone else.

The name Christian appears in the Antioch setting. The
narrative then describes a practical response to coming
need: relief is sent to believers in Judea. Mission across
boundaries does not erase responsibility toward earlier
communities. The relationship includes material care as
well as words and teaching.

Acts 12 records James’s death and Peter’s release from
prison. Reading both together prevents a careless formula
that sufficient prayer always produces escape. The church
prays, God acts, and yet the outcomes of faithful servants
are not identical. Trust rests in God’s faithfulness rather
than in a promise that every story will follow the same
visible pattern.
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Application: Examine a boundary that may be
maintained more by habit than by the Gospel. Listen
carefully to someone learning Scripture. Refuse spiritual
commerce that treats God’s gifts as merchandise. Pray
boldly for people in danger while also caring for those
whose suffering is not quickly removed.

Discuss: Why does Samaria matter in Acts? What does the
text actually say about Saul and Paul? What do James and
Peter teach us when their stories are read together?

Prayer: Father, widen our obedience where prejudice has
narrowed it. Give us truthful discernment, generous
fellowship, and courage to welcome the people You draw
to Christ. Amen.
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Chapter 11

Acts: journeys, suffering, and witness in
Rome

Acts and the missionary journeys

Read: Acts 13-20.

Main truth: The Spirit sends the church to proclaim Christ,
form disciples, strengthen communities, and cross cultural
barriers with truth and humility.

Sent from a worshipping church

Acts 13 begins with the Antioch community in worship
and fasting. Barnabas and Saul are set apart for work to
which the Spirit calls them. The mission grows from the
life of a community that listens and responds. It is not
simply an ambitious individual’s attempt to build a
personal reputation.

In Cyprus and the cities of the first journey, proclamation
meets varied responses. Some receive the message; others
oppose it. At Lystra, a healing leads people to
misunderstand the missionaries as gods. Paul and
Barnabas reject the honour and direct attention toward
the living God. Spiritual influence must not be allowed to
become worship of the messenger.

The return visits matter as much as the initial arrival.
Disciples are strengthened, suffering is addressed, and
elders are appointed. Evangelism includes the patient
work of helping communities become rooted. A mission
report that counts introductions but ignores the care of
new believers gives an incomplete picture of the work.
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The Jerusalem discussion

Acts 15 addresses whether Gentile believers must be
circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses as a
condition of belonging to the people saved through Christ.
The disagreement is serious. The church listens to
testimony, considers Scripture, and communicates a
decision. It does not settle the issue only by asking which
speaker has the strongest personality.

The decision affirms salvation through the grace of the
Lord Jesus. The letter also gives instructions related to
idolatry, sexual immorality, and practices affecting shared
fellowship. Christians debate aspects of their continuing
application. What must remain clear is that Gentiles are
not required to become Jews in order to receive salvation
in Christ. The chapter does not announce that moral
responsibility has disappeared.

Peter’s testimony, Paul and Barnabas’s report, and James’s
use of Scripture contribute to the discussion. This provides
an example of communal discernment rather than a
complete modern constitution for every church. Its
principles include listening, evidence, biblical reasoning,
care for unity, and clear communication to those affected.

Disagreement and a new journey

Paul and Barnabas disagree over John Mark. Acts does not
present the disagreement as admirable merely because
both men are respected. It records the separation and the
continuing mission. Later references to Mark’s usefulness
remind us that a failure or dispute does not have to define
a person permanently. We should not claim to know every
private motive in the disagreement.
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Timothy joins the work. His circumcision in Acts 16 should
be distinguished from requiring Gentile circumcision for
salvation in Acts 15. Context matters: a missionary
decision in relation to Timothy’s family background and
local hearing is not the same as a universal condition of
acceptance by God. The comparison helps us recognize the
difference between adapting to serve others and
surrendering the Gospel’s truth.

Guidance across the sea

Paul’s party is prevented from entering certain areas and
receives direction toward Macedonia. The passage records
both restraint and invitation. Guidance does not always
come in the same form. A closed opportunity may require
patient reconsideration, but we should not claim that
every inconvenience is a direct message with a meaning
we can confidently announce.

In Philippi, Lydia’s household, an exploited slave girl,
prison authorities, and the jailer appear within one
mission setting. The Gospel reaches different social
positions. The liberation of the girl also threatens
someone’s profit, exposing how economic interests can
resist spiritual freedom. Faithful ministry may confront
systems that benefit from another person’s bondage.

The jailer’s question receives the call to believe in the Lord
Jesus, followed by instruction to the household. The
account should not be used to guarantee that one person’s
faith automatically saves every relative without their own
response. The message is spoken to the household, and the
narrative describes their participation. Read the whole
scene rather than isolating one promise from the teaching
that follows.
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Athens and Corinth

In Athens, Paul recognizes the religious setting and speaks
in language his listeners can begin to follow. He refers to
their poets, yet challenges idolatry and proclaims the
Creator, repentance, judgment, and resurrection. Cultural
understanding is not the same as agreeing with every
belief around us. His speech demonstrates engagement
with a clear Christian claim.

Some mock, some want to hear more, and some believe.
Not every faithful conversation produces an immediate
large public response. A teacher should avoid judging the
truthfulness of a witness only by visible crowd size. The
hearers remain responsible for their response, while the
messenger is responsible for faithful communication.

In Corinth, Paul works alongside Aquila and Priscilla and
receives encouragement to continue. The mission includes
ordinary labour, hospitality, friendship, and patient
teaching. Later, Priscilla and Aquila help Apollos
understand more accurately. Correction need not begin
with public humiliation. Someone who already teaches
well may still need fuller understanding.

Ephesus and the cost of changed worship

Acts 19 shows disciples receiving fuller instruction, the
exposure of attempts to use Jesus’ name as a technique,
the abandonment of magical practices, and public conflict
tied to the trade in religious objects. Jesus’ name is not an
incantation owned by anyone who repeats it. Relationship
and allegiance cannot be replaced by borrowed
vocabulary.
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The economic disturbance reveals that repentance can
change markets as well as private feelings. If someone’s
profit depends on deception, exploitation, or false
worship, a community’s turning to Christ may challenge
that profit. Christian application should ask what our own
income depends upon, not merely condemn an ancient
trade from a safe distance.

Paul’s farewell to elders

Acts 20 emphasizes service, teaching, tears, vigilance, and
care for the flock. Paul warns that danger may arise from
outside and from within. Leaders must watch their own
lives as well as the community’s life. Their task is
stewardship under God, not ownership of the people.

He also recalls practical labour and generosity. The
farewell is a strong correction to ministry defined mainly
by status or financial gain. Teaching, character, and care
belong together. A leader who speaks beautifully but uses
people for advantage has neglected the responsibility
described here.

Application: Support new believers beyond their first
response. Practise correction that helps rather than
humiliates. Examine how your work and income relate to
the good of other people. If you lead, identify a concrete
way to make your care more accountable and less
dependent on personal prestige.

Discuss: What does the Jerusalem decision settle? How
does Paul engage his Athenian audience without
surrendering the message? Why do the return visits and
farewell to elders matter for understanding mission?
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Prayer: Holy Spirit, guide the church in faithful witness.
Raise servants who teach clearly, care patiently, and
refuse to turn ministry into personal gain. Amen.

Acts and the witness under restraint
Read: Acts 21-28.

Main truth: The message of Jesus continues through
misunderstanding, legal restraint, danger, and apparent delay.

Jerusalem and arrest

Paul’s return to Jerusalem involves affection, concern,
counsel, and warnings. The believers’ love is real even
when they struggle to understand the path ahead. The
narrative should not be reduced to a simple lesson that
every difficult decision becomes obvious when someone
prays. Faithful people may discern a situation differently
while sharing devotion to the Lord.

Accusations about Paul lead to violence, arrest, and the
intervention of Roman authority. Roman power both
protects him from immediate danger and keeps him in
confinement. Acts does not portray political institutions as
purely good or purely evil in every scene. Their officers
and procedures must be assessed according to the actions
the text describes.

Paul uses his citizenship and legal opportunities. Trust in
God does not require refusal of every lawful protection.
Neither does possession of a legal right make every
strategy wise. The narrative shows a witness making use
of available procedures while continuing to explain his
hope in Christ.
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Testimony before rulers

Paul tells the story of his encounter with Jesus in different
settings. The accounts share a central event while selecting
details appropriate to each occasion. A testimony can
remain truthful without repeating every word in an
identical order. At the same time, teachers should examine
difficult details carefully rather than dismiss every
question about the accounts as hostility.

Before Felix, Festus, and Agrippa, Paul speaks within a
world of political calculation. Felix delays, Festus faces the
case, and Agrippa hears Paul’s explanation. The hearings
expose the difference between receiving information
about faith and responding to its claim. A person may be
interested, uncomfortable, or impressed without becoming
obedient.

Paul’s hope concerns the promises of God and
resurrection. Christianity is not presented as a message
unrelated to Israel’s Scriptures. His defence also shows
that the Gospel can be explained calmly before people
with power. Courage does not require insult, exaggeration,
or a refusal to answer reasonable questions.

A voyage marked by danger

Acts 27 describes a difficult voyage, a storm, loss, counsel,
and survival. Paul encourages the travellers while
practical actions continue. Sailors work, the ship’s
condition matters, and instructions are followed. Trust in
God’s promise is not opposed to sensible action within
danger.

The detailed narrative should not become a secret code in
which every rope, wind, and piece of cargo predicts a
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stage of someone’s future. Its direct story concerns the
journey toward Rome and God’s preservation of the
company. A preacher may use an illustration from it, but
should identify the illustration rather than announce an
invented prophetic meaning.

The breaking of bread within the storm scene has a setting
of nourishment and encouragement. Not every mention of
bread automatically describes a formal Communion
service. Context helps determine what a writer is
recording. A thankful ordinary meal can still be spiritually
meaningful without being forced into a different category.

Malta and a changing judgment

On Malta, people first assume that Paul’s encounter with a
snake proves guilt, then move toward an opposite
conclusion when he is unharmed. Their quick judgments
reveal the danger of explaining another person’s standing
with God from one dramatic event. A misfortune does not
automatically expose secret sin; an unexpected escape
does not make someone divine.

The episode records an accidental encounter while Paul
assists with a fire. It does not command believers to
handle snakes. Deliberately recreating danger in order to
prove faith changes the character of the action. Christian
trust should not become a performance that puts people at
needless risk.

Hospitality and healing mark the stay. The people assist
the travellers as the journey resumes. Acts notices

ordinary kindness alongside extraordinary events. This
balance matters: a church that values only the dramatic
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can overlook the food, shelter, transport, and patient help
through which people are sustained.

Rome and an open ending

Paul reaches Rome and continues receiving visitors and
teaching about the kingdom of God and the Lord Jesus
Christ. He is under restraint, but the message continues.
The ending gives the reader a picture of witness that
cannot be measured only by freedom of movement or
favourable circumstances.

Acts does not narrate Paul’s death or supply every later
event. Calling it unfinished can be a devotional way of
saying that Christian mission continues. It should not be
stated as proof that Luke’s surviving book is a damaged
fragment or that Acts is the only biblical book with an
open literary ending. The narrative reaches a meaningful
conclusion: the message is proclaimed in the imperial city,
and the reader faces the continuing call to witness.

Application: Use truthful testimony rather than dramatic
exaggeration. Seek lawful help when appropriate. During
delay, identify the people and responsibilities within
reach. A season with limits can still include hospitality,
teaching, prayer, and service.

Discuss: How does Paul use legal protection without
abandoning trust? What does the reaction on Malta reveal
about quick judgments? What makes the ending of Acts
meaningful even though it does not describe Paul’s death?

Prayer: Lord of the journey, keep us faithful within delay
and restraint. Give us courage to speak, wisdom to act, and
gratitude for ordinary kindness. Amen.

101



THE NEW TESTAMENT SIMPLIFIED | THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

Chapter 12

Paul: called by grace and sent to the
nations

Read: Acts 9; 13-14; 22; 26; Galatians 1-2; Philippians 3:4-14;
Romans 11:13.

Main truth: the grace that met a persecutor formed a servant
who proclaimed Jesus among the nations.

Background and encounter

Paul describes himself as an Israelite of the tribe of
Benjamin and a Pharisee, once confident in his religious
standing (Philippians 3:4-6). Acts identifies Tarsus as his
birthplace and describes training associated with Gamaliel
(Acts 22:3). He possessed Roman citizenship, but
citizenship should not be confused with Roman ethnicity
or a rejection of his Jewish identity.

Before his encounter with Christ, he persecuted believers.
Acts records his presence in the wider setting of Stephen’s
death and his pursuit of the church. On the road to
Damascus he is confronted by the risen Jesus. The
question about persecuting Jesus reveals the Lord’s
identification with His people. Ananias is sent to him, and
the former persecutor begins to proclaim the One he had
opposed.

Saul and Paul are not presented as names exchanged on
the day of conversion. Acts 13:9 explicitly introduces Saul
as also called Paul. The narrative uses Saul after the
Damascus encounter before that later reference. A
memorable sermon illustration about a name change must
not replace what the text actually says.
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Calling, preparation, and shared mission

Galatians 1 explains Paul’s call as an act of God’s grace and
a revelation of the Son directed toward Gentile mission.
Paul refers to Arabia, Damascus, and later contact with
Jerusalem. Acts is selective; it does not provide a complete
diary that lets us assign every interval to an exact year.
Neither source should be forced to say that no
preparation, correction, or fellowship was needed.

Paul worked with others. Barnabas helped receive and
encourage him; Antioch became a sending community.
Timothy, Silas, Luke, Priscilla, Aquila, Phoebe, and many
other coworkers appear across Acts and the letters. His
ministry was not the achievement of an isolated celebrity.
Churches supported him, and he also describes manual
labour and concern not to burden others unnecessarily.

The apostle of the Gentiles

Gentile means a person from the nations beyond Israel.
Paul’s particular commission did not mean he never spoke
to Jewish people. Acts repeatedly shows synagogue
ministry, and Romans 9-11 expresses his concern for his
own people. His Gentile mission also did not require
hostility toward Israel. He explains the nations’ reception
of mercy within God’s promises and warns Gentile
believers against boasting.

The Jerusalem discussion in Acts 15 addresses whether
Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the
Mosaic law to belong to the saved community. The
conclusion affirms salvation through the grace of the Lord
Jesus. Paul’s letters then teach how people from different
backgrounds share one life in Christ. Cultural adaptation
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for mission is distinguished from surrendering the
gospel’s truth.

Journeys, suffering, and witness

Acts 13-14 narrates the first major journey from Antioch.
Chapters 15:36-18:22 follow a later journey through
Macedonia and Achaia, including Philippi, Thessalonica,
Athens, and Corinth. Chapters 18:23-21:16 describe
further strengthening and the extended Ephesian
ministry. The final part of Acts follows arrest, hearings,
travel, shipwreck, and witness in Rome.

Paul’s hardships include opposition, imprisonment,
physical danger, grief, and the burden of caring for
churches. He does not present these as proof that the
gospel failed. Nor does he teach believers to seek suffering
to establish spiritual superiority. He uses legal protection,
accepts help, gives thanks, and continues to serve. Acts
ends with his witness in Rome; it does not narrate his
death. Later accounts of his final years should be
identified as later testimony or reconstruction.

His writings and message

Thirteen letters bear Paul’s name: Romans; 1-2
Corinthians; Galatians; Ephesians; Philippians; Colossians;
1-2 Thessalonians; 1-2 Timothy; Titus; and Philemon.
Hebrews does not name him and is treated separately.
Some Pauline letters have debated authorship or dating;
each study identifies this where relevant. Timothy,
Silvanus, Sosthenes, scribes, and other coworkers also
remind us that ancient letter production could involve
cooperation.
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Paul’s gospel centres on Jesus’ death for sins and bodily
resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:1-8). Grace, faith,
justification, reconciliation, adoption, union with Christ,
life in the Spirit, and the hope of resurrection explain the
saving work and its consequences. His moral teaching
addresses real life: marriage, work, money, speech,
worship, leadership, justice, hospitality, and the use of
power.

Read his letters as whole arguments. “All things” in one
sentence is shaped by the situation being discussed; a
response about food or circumcision is not automatically
an unrestricted rule about every human activity. Paul’s
own warnings about loveless gifts and dishonest conduct
prevent us from using a fragment of his teaching to excuse
pride.

Application: tell the story of your own response to Christ
honestly, without inventing dramatic details. Recognise a
coworker whose patient service supports the work.
Discuss: how does Paul’s calling reveal grace? Why is
Gentile mission different from contempt for Jewish
people? Prayer: Lord Jesus, redirect our gifts toward Your
service and make us humble partners in Your mission.
Amen.
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Chapter 13
Romans and Galatians: grace and faith

Read: Romans 1-8; 12; Galatians 2-6.

Main truth: God receives people through Jesus Christ, and the
faith that receives His grace leads into a transformed life.

Romans

Chapters: 16. Author and date: Paul identifies himself in
1:1; Tertius identifies himself as the letter’s scribe in 16:22.
A common date is around AD 56-58, near the later part of
Paul’s mission before his journey to Jerusalem. Recipients
and setting: believers in Rome, including Jews and
Gentiles. Paul had not yet visited them when he wrote and
hoped for their support in further mission (1:10-15; 15:22-
29).

Purpose: to explain the gospel, strengthen a united people,
and prepare for further service. Suggested key passages:
Romans 1:16-17; 3:21-26; 5:1-11; 8:1-17; 12:1-2.

Simple outline: chapters 1-3 expose humanity’s need and
explain God’s righteousness; 4-5 discuss Abraham, faith,
reconciliation, and Adam and Christ; 6-8 explain new life,
the law, and the Spirit; 9-11 address Israel and the
nations; 12-15 teach shared Christian conduct; 16 names
coworkers and gives final greetings.

Main message explained: Paul places everyone in need of
grace. Religious privilege does not excuse sin, and Gentile
status does not make someone beyond God’s mercy.
Justification concerns God’s gracious verdict through
Christ. We do not earn acceptance by assembling a record
that puts God in our debt. Abraham’s story shows the

106



THE NEW TESTAMENT SIMPLIFIED | THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

importance of promise and faith. Christ’s death and
resurrection become the foundation of peace with God
and hope.

Grace does not mean sin has become harmless. Romans 6
asks why someone united with Christ would willingly
remain under sin’s rule. Romans 8 connects freedom from
condemnation with the Spirit’s work, adoption, suffering,
and hope. Chapters 12-15 then make the response
concrete: humility, gifts used for service, hospitality,
truthful love, peace, and patience over disputed practices.
Reading the doctrine without the relationships misses the
letter’s direction.

Christ and the Trinity: Romans 8 describes the Father’s
children, the Spirit’s indwelling witness, and belonging to
Christ. Romans 5:1-5 connects peace through Christ with
God’s love poured into hearts through the Spirit.
Application: receive grace without boasting, and identify
one relationship that needs the mercy you have received.
Reflect: why does Paul join salvation with a renewed
mind? Prayer: Father, ground my hope in Christ and
shape my conduct through Your Spirit. Amen.

Galatians

Chapters: 6. Author and date: Paul names himself in 1:1.
Proposed dates commonly range from the late AD 40s to
the mid-50s, partly because readers differ over which
Galatian communities are addressed and how the visit in
chapter 2 relates to Acts. Recipients: churches in Galatia,
troubled by teaching that made circumcision and law
observance necessary for Gentile belonging.
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Purpose: to defend the gospel and the freedom of God’s
children in Christ. Suggested key passages: Galatians 2:16
-21; 3:26-29; 4:4-7; 5:13-26. Simple outline: 1-2 explains
Paul’s gospel and calling; 3-4 reasons from promise, faith,
and sonship; 5-6 describes freedom expressed through the
Spirit and love.

Main message explained: Paul is not opposing obedience
to Jesus. He resists making a boundary marker of the
Mosaic law into an additional entrance requirement for
Gentiles whom God receives through Christ. The cross is
sufficient; a believer cannot complete it by obtaining a
superior spiritual identity through circumcision. The
family of Abraham is discussed through God’s promise
and faith, not through ethnic pride.

Freedom becomes practical in chapter 5. The flesh
describes life directed against God, while the Spirit
produces a different kind of character. Love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control are not merely a memory list. They describe
relationships being reshaped. Chapter 6 adds gentle
restoration and bearing one another’s burdens. Christian
freedom serves people rather than providing permission
to exploit them.

Christ and the Trinity: God sends His Son and sends the
Spirit of His Son into believers’ hearts (4:4-7). Distinct
sending and shared saving purpose help readers
understand Father, Son, and Spirit. Application: reject
spiritual boasting and practise one expression of the
Spirit’s fruit today. Reflect: how is freedom different from
doing whatever we desire? Prayer: Lord Jesus, free us
from pride and teach us to serve in love. Amen.
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Reading these two letters together

Romans and Galatians share teaching about grace, faith,
Abraham, Christ, and life in the Spirit, but their immediate
situations differ. Galatians confronts an urgent threat to
the gospel; Romans presents a wider argument to
churches Paul hopes to visit. Neither letter should be
reduced to a slogan that makes justice, mercy, or holiness
unnecessary. Jesus announces the Father’s mercy and calls
disciples to obedience; Paul explains the saving foundation
and community life of those who belong to Him.
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Chapter 14

Corinthians: the gospel in a troubled
church

Read: 1 Corinthians 1-3; 12-15; 2 Corinthians 4-5; 8-9.

Main truth: the cross, resurrection, and love of Christ reshape a
church’s worship, relationships, generosity, and understanding
of leadership.

1 Corinthians

Chapters: 16. Author and date: Paul identifies himself,
with Sosthenes named in the greeting (1:1). Usually dated
around AD 53-55 during his work in Ephesus (16:8).
Recipients and setting: the church in Corinth, a city
where status, wealth, public reputation, and competing
loyalties affected believers. Paul responds both to reports
and to matters they had written about (1:11; 7:1).

Purpose: to correct divisions and conduct inconsistent
with Christ. Suggested key passages: 1 Corinthians 1:18-
31; 6:19-20; 12:12-27; 13:1-13; 15:1-8, 20-28. Simple
outline: 1-4 addresses divisions; 5-6 deals with serious
misconduct and disputes; 7 discusses marriage and related
questions; 8-10 examines freedom, conscience, and
idolatry; 11-14 treats worship, the Lord’s Supper, gifts, and
love; 15 proclaims resurrection; 16 closes with collection
plans and greetings.

Main message explained: a church can possess
impressive gifts while needing deep correction. Believers
had formed loyalties around celebrated leaders. Paul
points them back to the crucified Christ. A leader plants or
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waters, but God gives growth. The church belongs to God;
its ministers do not own its members.

The body matters. Sexual conduct, marriage, meals,
money, and treatment of weaker members belong within
discipleship. The Lord’s Supper is contradicted when the
wealthy humiliate those with little. Spiritual gifts serve the
common good. Chapter 13 places love within a discussion
of church gifts; it is not only a reading for weddings.
Chapter 14 asks whether gathered ministry builds others
up intelligibly and orderly.

Chapter 15 explains that bodily resurrection belongs to the
gospel’s foundation. Christ’s victory over death grounds
the future hope of His people and gives meaning to
present labour. Christ and the Trinity: 12:4-6 names the
same Spirit, Lord, and God in the diversity of gifts and
service. Application: assess church activity by love and
the good of others. Reflect: can a ministry be impressive
and still require correction? Prayer: Lord, make our
worship truthful and our gifts useful in love. Amen.

2 Corinthians

Chapters: 13. Author and date: Paul, with Timothy
named in 1:1; commonly dated around AD 55-56,
following a difficult period in his relationship with
Corinth. Recipients: Corinthian believers and others in
Achaia. The letter refers to painful encounters and
correspondence that Acts does not narrate in full. Scholars
discuss how its sections relate; readers need not invent the
missing details to follow its message.

Purpose: reconciliation, explanation of apostolic service,
and encouragement of generous participation in the
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collection. Suggested key passages: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7;
4:5-18; 5:17-21; 8:9; 12:7-10; 13:14. Simple outline: 1-7
explores ministry, comfort, sincerity, and restored
relationship; 8-9 discusses giving; 10-13 answers
challenges to Paul’s ministry.

Main message explained: Paul does not measure ministry
by comfort or a constant appearance of strength. The
treasure of the gospel is carried by weak human servants
so that its power is recognised as God’s. Suffering does not
automatically prove failure, and success does not excuse
manipulation. Reconciliation with God through Christ
becomes a message entrusted to servants whose conduct
should commend it.

The collection chapters connect giving with Christ’s
generosity. Gifts should be willing and responsibly
handled; pressure and a promise of automatic private
wealth distort the teaching. In the closing section, Paul
exposes the danger of impressive claims disconnected
from truth. His account of weakness and grace teaches
dependence, not a technique for obtaining a more
dramatic personal reputation.

Christ and the Trinity: the final blessing names Jesus
Christ, God’s love, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
(13:14; numbered 13:13 in some editions). Application:
practise honest service and generosity that respects
people’s freedom. Reflect: how can weakness reveal
dependence on God? Prayer: God of comfort, make us
sincere servants of reconciliation. Amen.
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Chapter 15

The prison letters: Christ, unity, joy, and
reconciliation

Read: Ephesians 1-4; Philippians 2—4; Colossians 1-3; Philemon.

Main truth: confinement does not remove Christ’s lordship or
the believer’s calling to love, worship, and reconciliation.

Ephesians

Chapters: 6. Author and date: the opening names Paul.
On direct Pauline authorship, a common setting is
imprisonment around AD 60-62. Other scholars propose
composition by a later representative of Pauline teaching,
often around AD 70-90. The date follows the authorship
judgment. Recipients: associated with Ephesus; the
absence of the place name in some early manuscripts
contributes to proposals that it circulated more widely.

Purpose: to show God’s saving purpose in Christ and the
unity and conduct of His people. Suggested key passages:
Ephesians 1:3-14; 2:8-22; 4:1-16; 6:10-18. Simple outline:
chapters 1-3 describe grace, reconciliation, and the
church; 4-6 teach the life fitting that calling.

Main message explained: God’s grace creates a people
who cannot boast that they saved themselves. Good works
follow as the life for which they are made in Christ. Jews
and Gentiles are reconciled in one body; the church should
not rebuild hostility as though it were a spiritual
achievement. Unity includes patient relationships and
diverse gifts, not a requirement that every believer have
the same assignment.

The second half brings doctrine into speech, work, anger,
generosity, marriage, household relationships, and
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spiritual conflict. The armour of God is explained through
truth, righteousness, faith, salvation, God’s word, and
prayer. It should not become permission to treat
neighbours as enemies. Household instructions arose
within ancient social structures; they must not be used to
justify abuse or to erase the dignity of those addressed.

Christ and the Trinity: 1:3-14 joins the Father’s purpose,
redemption in the Son, and the Spirit’s sealing; 2:18 speaks
of access through Christ in one Spirit to the Father.
Application: repair a relationship where your conduct
contradicts the unity you confess. Reflect: why do good
works follow grace rather than purchase it? Prayer:
Father, make our shared life reflect Your reconciling
grace. Amen.

Philippians

Chapters: 4. Author and date: Paul names himself and
Timothy (1:1). Written during imprisonment; Rome
around AD 60-62 is common, while Caesarea or Ephesus
are also proposed. Recipients: believers in Philippi who
shared in his ministry and supported him. Acts 16 supplies
background to the mission’s beginning.

Purpose: thanksgiving, encouragement, unity, and
perseverance in Christ. Suggested key passages:
Philippians 1:21-30; 2:1-11; 3:7-14; 4:4-13. Simple
outline: chapter 1 connects imprisonment and witness; 2
teaches humble service; 3 redirects confidence toward
Christ; 4 gives practical exhortations, thanks, and
contentment.

Main message explained: joy does not require pretending
that pain is unreal. Paul’s circumstances are constrained,
but the gospel remains his great concern. The church’s
unity is threatened by pride and rivalry, so he directs
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readers to the humility of Christ. The Son’s taking the form
of a servant does not mean He became morally inferior or
ceased to be divine. His self-giving obedience challenges
our desire to make status the measure of worth.

Paul’s former grounds of confidence cannot replace
knowing Christ. His forward movement is a response to
being taken hold of by the Lord. In chapter 4, he thanks
the church while describing contentment in plenty and in
need. The strength of Christ in 4:13 concerns this
endurance; it is not a blank promise that any personal
ambition will succeed.

Christ and the Trinity: the Father is glorified in the
universal acknowledgment of Jesus’ lordship (2:9-11), and
believers worship by the Spirit of God (3:3). Application:
perform one useful act without needing recognition.
Reflect: what does contentment look like when
circumstances remain difficult? Prayer: Lord Jesus, form
Your humility and steadfast joy in us. Amen.

Colossians

Chapters: 4. Author and date: the letter names Paul and
Timothy (1:1). A common Pauline setting is imprisonment
around AD 60-62, although location is uncertain. Some
scholars question direct Pauline composition and propose
a later first-century date. Recipients: believers in
Colossae, a community connected with Epaphras (1:7-8).
Paul addresses teaching that threatened confidence in
Christ’s sufficiency.

Purpose: to establish believers in the supremacy of Christ
and the life arising from union with Him. Suggested key
passages: Colossians 1:15-20; 2:6-15; 3:1-17. Simple
outline: chapter 1 introduces thanksgiving and Christ’s
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greatness; 2 warns against misleading teaching; 3—4
applies new life to relationships, prayer, and witness.
Main message explained: Christ is not one small spiritual
helper among competing powers. Creation, reconciliation,
and the church are explained in relation to Him. Calling
Him firstborn over creation concerns His preeminence
and inheritance; the surrounding verses describe all
things as created through and for Him, rather than
introducing Him as one more created object.

Paul warns against teachings that appear impressive
through regulations, visions, or harsh bodily treatment
while failing to hold fast to Christ. The response is not
moral carelessness. Chapter 3 commands the putting away
of destructive conduct and the putting on of compassion,
kindness, humility, patience, forgiveness, and love. Christ’s
sufficiency changes ordinary life, including the words
spoken around a table and the spirit in which work is
done.

Christ and the Trinity: the Father’s saving action and the
Son’s redemption are clear in 1:12-20; 1:8 mentions love in
the Spirit. The letter emphasises Christ without offering a
complete standalone explanation of the Trinity.
Application: test an impressive spiritual claim by whether
it holds fast to Christ and produces truthful love. Reflect:
how does forgiveness show the new life? Prayer: Lord,
root us deeply in You and clothe our relationships in love.
Amen.

Philemon

Chapters: 1. Author and date: Paul, a prisoner, with
Timothy named in the greeting; commonly associated with
a Roman imprisonment around AD 60-62, though other
locations are proposed. Recipients: Philemon, Apphia,

116



THE NEW TESTAMENT SIMPLIFIED | THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

Archippus, and the church meeting in a home. Setting:
Paul appeals concerning Onesimus, described in relation
to enslavement and now a beloved brother. The exact
circumstances of his departure and meeting with Paul are
not fully narrated.

Purpose: to seek a reception shaped by Christian
brotherhood and love. Suggested key passages: Philemon
8-18. Simple outline: verses 1-7 greet and give thanks; 8-
22 make the appeal; 23-25 close with greetings and grace.
Main message explained: Paul could press his authority
but appeals through love. He identifies closely with
Onesimus and offers to bear a debt if something is owed.
The appeal challenges Philemon to receive a person whose
social standing was vulnerable as a brother in Christ. That
new relationship has consequences for the use of power.

The letter is not a complete abolition programme, but it
must never become an endorsement of owning human
beings. Neither does its appeal to reconciliation authorise
returning a person to danger. Its moral force includes
dignity, costly advocacy, accountable reception, and a
changed relationship. We should also avoid presenting an
imagined biography of Onesimus as though Paul had
recorded it.

Christ and the Trinity: belonging to the Lord transforms
fellowship; the greeting and closing connect God the
Father and Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is not explicitly
named, so a three-person formula should not be invented
for this letter. Application: use influence to protect
another person’s dignity. Reflect: what might
reconciliation cost the person who has greater power?
Prayer: Lord, make our love practical and our treatment
of others worthy of Your grace. Amen.
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Chapter 16

Thessalonians and the pastoral letters:
hope and faithful care

Read: 1 Thessalonians 4-5; 2 Thessalonians 2-3; 1 Timothy 3-6;
2 Timothy 1-4; Titus 2-3.

Main truth: hope in Christ’s return should produce faithful
work, holy living, sound teaching, and responsible care.

1 Thessalonians

Chapters: 5. Author and date: Paul, Silvanus, and
Timothy are named (1:1); commonly around AD 50-51.
Recipients and setting: the young church in Thessalonica,
formed amid opposition. Acts 17 describes the mission’s
beginning. Timothy’s report contributes to the letter’s
encouragement (3:1-8).

Purpose: to strengthen faith, encourage holiness, and
comfort believers concerning those who had died.
Suggested key passages: 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10; 4:13-18;
5:12-24. Simple outline: 1-3 recalls the mission and
relationship; 4-5 teaches holiness, resurrection hope,
watchfulness, and shared church life.

Main message explained: a church’s reception of the
gospel becomes visible through faith, love, endurance, and
changed allegiance. Paul remembers his care for them in
family language rather than presenting leadership as
domination. Sexual holiness, brotherly love, quiet work,
encouragement, and patience all belong to the response.
The dead in Christ are not excluded from the Lord’s
coming. Paul offers resurrection hope so that grief is
transformed by confidence in Christ. He does not
command believers to feel nothing. Teaching about the
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coming Lord should comfort and encourage rather than
provide a timetable for speculation. The closing
commands include respecting faithful workers, helping
the weak, testing what is presented, and holding fast to
good.

Christ and the Trinity: 1:3-5 connects God the Father,
hope in the Lord Jesus, and the Spirit’s power in the
gospel. Application: comfort a grieving person with
patient presence and Christian hope. Reflect: why should
expectation of Christ make daily work more faithful?
Prayer: God of peace, sanctify us and strengthen our hope.
Amen.

2 Thessalonians

Chapters: 3. Author and date: names Paul, Silvanus, and
Timothy. Usually placed around AD 50-52 if written
directly by Paul; some scholars propose a later Pauline
setting. Recipients: the Thessalonian church, facing
affliction, confusion about the day of the Lord, and
disorderly conduct.

Purpose: to encourage endurance, correct alarm, and
address irresponsible idleness. Suggested key passages: 2
Thessalonians 1:3-12; 2:1-17; 3:6-15. Simple outline:
chapter 1 encourages persecuted believers; 2 addresses
claims about the day of the Lord; 3 teaches prayer and
responsible work.

Main message explained: suffering does not mean God
has forgotten His people. Judgment belongs to Him.
Believers should not be shaken by every dramatic claim
presented as a spiritual message or an apostolic
communication. Some details in chapter 2 are difficult,
particularly the identity of the restraining power and the
figure of lawlessness. The text gives enough to reject panic
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without requiring us to identify a current public figure
with certainty.

The work instruction addresses people unwilling to work
while disrupting others. It must not be used to refuse care
to someone unable to work through illness, disability,
unemployment, or other genuine need. Correction itself
remains brotherly; the person under discipline is not to be
treated as an enemy (3:15). Christ and the Trinity: 2:13-
14 connects God’s choosing and calling, the Spirit’s
sanctifying work, and the glory of the Lord Jesus.
Application: verify an alarming religious claim and
continue your responsibilities. Reflect: how does
correction remain loving? Prayer: Lord, steady our hearts
in truth and strengthen us for good work. Amen.

1 Timothy

Chapters: 6. Author and date: the text presents Paul
writing to Timothy. Traditional reconstructions place it
around AD 62-65, following events recorded at the end of
Acts. Many scholars argue for later composition in the
Pauline tradition, into the late first or early second
century. Acts does not narrate the whole traditional later
itinerary. Recipient and setting: Timothy is charged with
teaching and church care in Ephesus (1:3).

Purpose: to oppose misleading teaching and guide the life
of God’s household. Suggested key passages: 1 Timothy
1:12-17; 3:1-16; 4:12-16; 6:6-19. Simple outline: 1
addresses teaching and mercy; 2 discusses prayer and
gathered life; 3 concerns leaders; 4 directs Timothy’s
ministry; 5-6 treats practical care, conduct, and wealth.

Main message explained: sound teaching should produce
love from a sincere heart, not endless argument.
Leadership qualifications emphasise character, household
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responsibility, reputation, and the ability to teach. A title
does not excuse greed, aggression, or irresponsibility. The
church’s care for widows shows that doctrine includes
organised provision for vulnerable people.

Instructions concerning women, teaching, and order
require close attention to context and comparison with the
wider New Testament. Christian traditions differ about
their continuing application; this difference should be
explained without denying women’s dignity or ignoring
the passage. Wealth is also examined: money must not
become the object of trust, and those with resources are
called to generosity.

Christ and the Trinity: 2:5-6 presents the one God and
Christ’s mediating work; 4:1 speaks of the Spirit’s warning.
Application: assess ministry character before public
ability. Reflect: what distinguishes useful teaching from
distracting controversy? Prayer: Father, make our church
a truthful and caring household. Amen.

2 Timothy

Chapters: 4. Author and date: presents Paul writing from
imprisonment near the end of his life; traditionally around
AD 64-67. Authorship and later dating proposals are
discussed together with the other pastoral letters.
Recipient: Timothy, urged to persevere in the gospel
despite shame, opposition, and loss.

Purpose: to encourage faithful transmission of the
message and endurance in ministry. Suggested key
passages: 2 Timothy 1:6-14; 2:1-15; 3:14-17; 4:1-8. Simple
outline: chapter 1 urges courage; 2 explains faithful
service and teaching; 3 warns of corrupt conduct and
points to Scripture; 4 charges Timothy to proclaim the
word and closes personally.
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Main message explained: the gospel must be entrusted to
people who will teach others. This is patient formation, not
merely the multiplication of titles. Images of a soldier,
athlete, and farmer illustrate focus, discipline, and labour;
they do not authorise coercion. A servant of the Lord
should avoid foolish quarrels and correct opponents with
gentleness (2:23-26).

The Scripture passage in 3:14-17 should be read with
Timothy’s childhood learning and the letter’s wider
Christian confession. Scripture equips people for good
work. To claim biblical authority while refusing its
correction reverses its purpose. The closing testimony of
finishing the race gives a picture of perseverance rather
than a promise that faithfulness removes every sorrow.

Christ and the Trinity: God’s saving grace is revealed in
Christ (1:8-10), and the entrusted message is guarded
through the Holy Spirit (1:14). Application: teach one
person carefully and receive correction yourself. Reflect:
how does gentleness belong to sound doctrine? Prayer:
Lord, keep us courageous, teachable, and faithful to the
end. Amen.

Titus

Chapters: 3. Author and date: the opening names Paul;
traditionally around AD 62-65. Later composition is
proposed by scholars who question direct Pauline
authorship of the pastoral letters. Recipient and setting:
Titus, left in Crete to put matters in order and appoint
elders (1:5).

Purpose: to connect reliable teaching with worthy
leadership and good conduct. Suggested key passages:
Titus 1:5-9; 2:11-14; 3:3-8. Simple outline: chapter 1
discusses leaders and misleading teachers; 2 teaches
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different groups and explains grace’s training; 3 relates
salvation to shared public life and good works.

Main message explained: grace does more than pardon;
it trains believers to turn from destructive desires and live
with self-control, justice, and devotion. Good works do not
purchase the mercy of God. They are fitting expressions of
lives renewed by His saving action. Older and younger
members have responsibilities toward one another, and
leadership must be supported by trustworthy character.

The sharp quotation about Cretans in 1:12 belongs to a
particular argument and must not become permission to
insult an entire nationality today. Likewise, ancient social
instructions cannot excuse abuse. The closing warnings
against useless controversies remind teachers to ask
whether a discussion actually helps people obey the
gospel.

Christ and the Trinity: 3:4-7 speaks of God’s mercy,
renewal by the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit poured out
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. This is a clear passage in
which to observe the three personally distinguished in
salvation. Application: choose a good work that meets a
genuine need. Reflect: how can grace train a person
without becoming a wage earned by that person? Prayer:
Merciful God, renew our hearts and make our faith useful
to our neighbours. Amen.
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Chapter 17

Hebrews and James: persevering faith

Read: Hebrews 1-4; 9-12; James 1-5.

Main truth: the sufficiency of Christ calls us to draw near,
persevere, and express faith through obedient action.

Hebrews

Chapters: 13. Author and date: the writer is not named.
Paul, Barnabas, Apollos, and others have been proposed,
but no proposal should be printed as an established
signature. Often dated broadly around AD 60-90; a precise
year is uncertain. Recipients and setting: Christians
familiar with Israel’s Scriptures and sacrificial language,
facing weariness and the danger of drawing back. The
book’s traditional title does not identify every original
recipient.

Purpose: to proclaim the greatness of Christ and
encourage persevering faith. Suggested key passages:
Hebrews 1:1-4; 4:14-16; 9:11-15; 10:19-25; 12:1-3. Simple
outline: 1-4 presents the Son and the call to faithful
hearing; 5-10 develops His priesthood and sacrifice; 11
gives examples of faith; 12-13 calls for endurance,
worship, and practical conduct.

Main message explained: God has spoken climactically
through His Son. Jesus is not merely another messenger in
a long line. The writer draws upon the tabernacle,
priesthood, covenant, sacrifice, and promises to show the
sufficiency of His work. These comparisons require the
Old Testament setting; they do not mean the earlier
worship was pointless or that Jewish people should be
despised.
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Jesus shares real humanity and can help those who are
tested. His priesthood opens confident approach to God.
Confidence rests in Him, not in a claim that sin no longer
matters. The book’s warnings are serious and should be
allowed their force. Christians differ over how to relate
them to assurance and perseverance, but all readers are
called to continue in faith rather than drift into
indifference.

Faith in chapter 11 is trust expressed through action,
sometimes amid suffering without immediate visible
fulfilment. Chapter 13 brings this into hospitality,
marriage, money, leadership, and praise. Christ and the
Trinity: the Father addresses the Son in chapter 1; the
Holy Spirit speaks through Scripture in 3:7 and bears
witness in 10:15; 9:14 connects Christ’s offering with the
eternal Spirit.

Application: draw near to God and encourage someone
who is growing weary. Reflect: why does Christ’s
sufficient sacrifice lead to perseverance rather than
carelessness? Prayer: Great High Priest, strengthen our
faith and keep our eyes upon You. Amen.

James

Chapters: 5. Author and date: identifies the writer as
James, servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ (1:1),
traditionally understood as James the Lord’s brother. Early
dating commonly places it in the AD 40s-60s; scholars who
propose later authorship often place it toward the end of
the first century. Recipients: the twelve tribes in the
dispersion, language associated with God’s scattered
people. The precise geographical circulation is uncertain.

Purpose: to call believers to wholehearted, practical faith.
Suggested key passages: James 1:19-27; 2:14-26; 3:13-18;
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5:7-20. Simple outline: chapter 1 introduces trials,
wisdom, and obedient hearing; 2 addresses favouritism
and living faith; 3 discusses speech and wisdom; 4 exposes
quarrels and pride; 5 confronts injustice and encourages
patience and prayer.

Main message explained: a person cannot claim to
honour God while consistently using speech to destroy
neighbours or favouring wealthy visitors over the poor.
Hearing is necessary, but a hearer who refuses to act has
misunderstood what hearing is for. The tongue can
encourage or burn down relationships. Wisdom from
above is seen in peaceable, merciful conduct rather than
jealousy presented as spiritual superiority.

James and Paul should be compared carefully. Paul
opposes confidence in works as a basis of acceptance
before God. James opposes a claim to faith that remains
empty when another person needs help. The same word
may be used within different questions. Neither writer
teaches that loveless conduct becomes holy because
someone can repeat a correct statement about grace.
James’s teaching has many close thematic connections
with Jesus’ commands concerning speech, wealth, mercy,
and truthful living.

Christ and the Trinity: Jesus is confessed as Lord in 1:1
and 2:1, while God’s generosity, wisdom, and fatherly
goodness shape the letter. James does not give a systematic
exposition of the Trinity; the meaning of 4:5 is also
debated, so it should not carry the whole doctrine.
Application: turn one lesson you already understand into
an act of mercy. Reflect: what would living faith do for a
neighbour lacking necessities? Prayer: Father, make us
doers of Your word with humble and generous hearts.
Amen.
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Chapter 18

Peter and Jude: hope, holiness, and
discernment

Read: 1 Peter 1-5; 2 Peter 1-3; Jude.

Main truth: believers are called to endure in hope, grow in
holiness, and resist teaching that excuses corruption.

1 Peter

Chapters: 5. Author and date: identifies Peter, an apostle
of Jesus Christ (1:1), with Silvanus connected to its
communication in 5:12. Traditionally dated around AD 60-
65; some scholars propose later first-century composition
associated with Petrine teaching. Recipients: believers
described as scattered resident strangers in several
regions of Asia Minor (1:1), facing hostility and social
pressure.

Purpose: to strengthen a holy, hopeful people amid
suffering. Suggested key passages: 1 Peter 1:3-9; 2:9-12;
3:13-18; 5:1-11. Simple outline: chapter 1 introduces
living hope and holiness; 2-3 describes identity and
conduct; 4 addresses suffering and service; 5 directs elders
and the community toward humble endurance.

Main message explained: resurrection gives believers a
future that pressure cannot finally destroy. Their identity
as God’s people becomes visible through conduct among
neighbours. Holiness means belonging to God in ordinary
decisions, not merely adopting a religious appearance. The
call to explain Christian hope includes gentleness and
respect.
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The letter distinguishes suffering for wrongdoing from
suffering while doing good. It must not be used to silence
someone experiencing abuse or prevent them from
seeking protection. Jesus’ suffering reveals faithful, self-
giving obedience; it does not make every human demand
righteous. Elders are told to shepherd willingly and by
example rather than domineer over those entrusted to
them. This instruction is a necessary companion to any
teaching about submission.

Christ and the Trinity: 1:2 names God the Father’s
foreknowledge, the Spirit’s sanctifying work, and
obedience and cleansing associated with Jesus Christ.
Application: answer hostility truthfully and respectfully
while seeking appropriate help when needed. Reflect:
how does hope change conduct under pressure? Prayer:
Father, keep us holy, courageous, and gentle in our
witness. Amen.

2 Peter

Chapters: 3. Author and date: presents itself as the
writing of Simon or Symeon Peter and recalls the
transfiguration (1:1, 16-18). Traditional dating places it
before Peter’s death, often around AD 64-67. Many
modern scholars argue for later composition in Peter’s
name, in the late first or early second century. These are
competing historical judgments; the text’s self-
presentation and later scholarly conclusions should be
distinguished. Recipients: a community sharing the
apostolic faith, not precisely located.

Purpose: to encourage growth and oppose corrupt
teachers and denial of Christ’s return. Suggested key
passages: 2 Peter 1:3-11, 16-21; 3:8-18. Simple outline:
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chapter 1 teaches growth and apostolic testimony; 2 warns
of corrupt teachers; 3 discusses scoffers, divine patience,
judgment, and hope.

Main message explained: participation in the divine
nature in 1:4 concerns God’s gracious promises and escape
from corruption. It does not mean a believer becomes
another independent god. Faith grows into moral
excellence, knowledge, self-control, endurance, godliness,
affection, and love. Knowledge without a changed life is
not the goal.

The strongest warnings concern teachers whose conduct
exploits others while promising freedom. The apparent
delay of the Lord’s coming is answered through God’s
patience and the call to repentance. The concluding hope
of new heavens and a new earth should lead to holy
conduct now. The letter also warns that Paul can be
distorted; difficulty is a reason for careful reading rather
than careless confidence.

Christ and the Trinity: Jesus is honoured as Saviour and
Lord; the Father’s voice at the transfiguration and the
Spirit’s work in prophecy are described in 1:16-21.
Application: examine a teacher’s character and the
passage’s context. Reflect: how should promised new
creation affect the way we live today? Prayer: Lord, grow
us in grace and protect us from destructive error. Amen.

Jude

Chapters: 1. Author and date: identifies Jude, servant of
Jesus Christ and brother of James. Traditionally connected
with Jesus’ family; the writer does not explicitly claim that
relationship here. Dates commonly proposed range from
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the AD 60s to the end of the first century. Recipients:
believers described as called, loved, and kept; no location
is specified.

Purpose: to urge fidelity to the faith amid teaching that
turns grace into a licence for corruption. Suggested key
passages: Jude 3-4, 20-25. Simple outline: verses 1-4
introduce the concern; 5-16 warn through examples and
descriptions; 17-23 direct believers toward perseverance
and mercy; 24-25 close in praise.

Main message explained: contending for the faith is not
permission to enjoy quarrelling. The danger involves
people whose behaviour denies the Lord’s authority while
exploiting the language of grace. Jude’s strong examples
draw on biblical history and Jewish traditions familiar to
early readers. His use of a tradition does not automatically
make every line of its source into Christian Scripture.

The response includes building one another up, praying,
remaining in God’s love, waiting for Christ’s mercy, and
caring for those in danger. Truth and mercy belong
together. A community should neither ignore destructive
conduct nor treat every confused learner as a malicious
teacher.

Christ and the Trinity: verses 20-21 bring together
prayer in the Holy Spirit, God’s love, and the mercy of
Jesus Christ. Application: help a confused believer
patiently while refusing manipulation or corruption.
Reflect: how can a church defend truth without losing
mercy? Prayer: God our Saviour, keep us from falling and
establish us in Your love. Amen.

130



THE NEW TESTAMENT SIMPLIFIED | THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

Chapter 19

John'’s letters: truth, love, and assurance

Read: 1 John 1-5; 2 John; 3 John.
Main truth: faithful confession of Jesus Christ belongs with
obedient love and responsible Christian fellowship.

1 John

Chapters: 5. Author and date: the work does not name its
author. Traditionally associated with John the apostle and
the witness behind the fourth Gospel. Commonly dated
near AD 80-100, with the precise formation and
authorship discussed by scholars. Recipients and setting:
a community affected by division and misleading claims
about Jesus and spiritual life (2:18-27). Its exact
destination is uncertain.

Purpose: to strengthen truthful faith, love, and assurance.
Suggested key passages: 1 John 1:5-2:2; 3:16-18; 4:1-16;
5:11-13. Simple outline: 1:1-4 introduces the witnessed
life; 1:5-2:27 connects light, obedience, and truth; 2:28-4:6
explores God’s children, love, and discernment; 4:7-5:21
joins love, faith, life, and assurance. Themes recur, so this
outline is a reading aid rather than a rigid division.

Main message explained: the writer begins with
testimony concerning the Word of life. True fellowship
cannot be built on denying Jesus’ real coming or
pretending that sin does not matter. Walking in light
includes confessing sin and receiving cleansing. It does not
mean Christians never need repentance. Statements about
not continuing in sin must be read alongside 1:8-2:2,
which openly addresses sin and Christ’s advocacy.
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Love becomes visible through action and truth. A person
who refuses basic help while claiming to love God needs
correction. At the same time, spiritual claims must be
tested by their confession of Jesus and relationship to
apostolic truth. Assurance is rooted in God’s testimony
concerning His Son, not merely in the intensity of a
passing feeling.

Christ and the Trinity: the Father sends the Son, and the
Spirit bears witness and is given to believers (4:9-14). The
expanded three-witness wording familiar from some
editions of 5:7-8 is absent from most early Greek
manuscript evidence and is marked in many Bible notes.
The Trinity should be taught from the wider biblical
witness rather than made dependent on that disputed
expansion.

Application: join confession of faith with a concrete act of
love. Reflect: why must truth and love remain together?
Prayer: Father, establish our assurance in Your Son and
make our love real. Amen.

2 John

Chapters: 1. Author and date: identifies the writer as “the
elder,” traditionally John; often placed near the end of the
first century. Recipients: the chosen lady and her
children, understood either as an individual household or
symbolically as a church and its members. Both
interpretations should be acknowledged.

Purpose: to encourage walking in truth and love while
resisting teachers who deny Christ’s coming in the flesh.
Suggested key passages: 2 John 4-11. Simple outline:
verses 1-3 greet the recipients; 4-6 call for obedient love; 7
-11 warn against deceptive teaching; 12-13 close with
personal greeting.
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Main message explained: love is not a new invention by
the writer, and truth is not optional. Obedience to Christ
holds them together. The warning about receiving a
deceptive teacher concerns support and partnership in a
teaching mission that denies Christ. It should not be
stretched into a command to be cruel to neighbours,
refuse ordinary kindness, or forbid all conversation with
someone who asks an honest question.

Early travelling teachers depended on hospitality.
Providing a platform, resources, or an endorsement could
make a host a participant in their work. Discernment
therefore includes the use of influence. The elder’s desire
to speak face to face also reminds readers that
relationships require more than remote correction.
Christ and the Trinity: the greeting speaks of God the
Father and Jesus Christ the Father’s Son; the Spirit is not
explicitly named. The letter contributes to Christological
confession without giving a complete Trinitarian formula.
Application: consider what teaching you promote or
finance. Reflect: how can kindness continue while
harmful teaching is refused support? Prayer: Lord, keep
our welcome loving and our judgment faithful to Your
truth. Amen.

3 John

Chapters: 1. Author and date: “the elder,” traditionally
John; commonly assigned to the late first century.
Recipient and setting: Gaius, commended for supporting
travelling believers. Diotrephes rejects the elder’s
authority and excludes people, while Demetrius receives a
good testimony.

Purpose: to encourage faithful hospitality and correct self-
centred leadership. Suggested key passages: 3 John 5-12.
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Simple outline: verses 1-4 express affection and joy in
faithful living; 5-8 commend support for mission; 9-12
contrast leadership examples; 13-15 close personally.

Main message explained: believers can become fellow
workers in the truth through practical support. Those who
open homes, provide transport, give resources, and
encourage faithful service participate in mission even
when they do not travel. Hospitality should serve the
gospel rather than personal control.

Diotrephes loves to be first. His behaviour includes
malicious speech and excluding people who would
welcome the brothers. The problem is not merely a
different personality; authority is being used to obstruct
truthful fellowship. Readers should evaluate conduct
rather than assume that a prominent position makes every
decision right. Gaius’s example points toward generosity
and faithfulness.

The opening wish for health is an affectionate prayer, not
a universal promise that every faithful believer will
always be wealthy and physically well. The author’s joy
centres on children walking in the truth. Christ and the
Trinity: service for the sake of “the Name” belongs to the
mission of Christ (verse 7); the brief letter does not
systematically expound the three persons. The wider
doctrine should not be forced into a sentence that does not
state it.

Application: support a faithful worker and resist using
influence to make yourself indispensable. Reflect: what
distinguishes hospitality from control? Prayer: God of
truth, make us generous, trustworthy partners in Your
work. Amen.
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Chapter 20

Revelation: the Lamb, faithful witness,
and new creation

Read: Revelation 1-5; 12-14; 19-22.
Main truth: Jesus Christ is the victorious Lord; His people are

called to worship faithfully, endure, and hope in God’s new
creation.

Revelation: book introduction

Chapters: 22. Author: identifies himself as John, a servant
and fellow sufferer, on Patmos because of God’s word and
the testimony of Jesus (1:1, 9). Christian tradition often
identifies him with John the apostle; the book itself does
not explicitly say “John the son of Zebedee,” and that
identification is debated. Date: commonly placed around
AD 90-96, during Domitian’s reign; an earlier setting in the
AD 60s is also defended. Recipients: seven named
churches in the Roman province of Asia, in the region of
present-day western Turkiye.

Purpose: to unveil Jesus Christ and call churches to
faithful worship, repentance, discernment, and endurance
amid evil and compromise. Suggested key passages:
Revelation 1:1-8; 5:1-14; 12:10-11; 21:1-5; 22:1-5, 16-21.
Simple outline: chapter 1 introduces the revelation and
risen Lord; 2-3 addresses seven churches; 4-5 reveals the
heavenly throne and the Lamb; 6-11 presents seals,
trumpets, and witness; 12-14 portrays conflict and
allegiance; 15-16 presents bowls of judgment; 17-18
depicts Babylon’s fall; 19 celebrates victory; 20 portrays
judgment and the defeat of evil; 21-22 reveals new
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creation and closes with invitation and promise. This
outline follows the order of the visions without claiming
that every scene describes a completely separate period in
chronological sequence.

What “apocalypse” means

Apocalypse means revelation or unveiling. It does not
simply mean catastrophe. The book describes itself as
revelation, prophecy, and a message sent to churches. Its
visions reveal the significance of worship, power,
suffering, evil, and hope. Read it as Christian Scripture
addressed first to actual communities, not as a collection
of secret predictions with no meaning until a modern
headline appears.

Symbols communicate truth. A lamb can represent Jesus
without implying that Jesus literally has wool. A beast can
portray violent, blasphemous power without being an
ordinary animal report. Symbolic reading does not mean
that nothing is real. It asks what kind of language the
writer is using to describe realities that demand a faithful
response.

Jesus among the churches

The opening vision presents the risen Jesus in authority,
holiness, and care for His people. The lampstands are
explained as churches (1:20). This gives a helpful reading
rule: begin with explanations the book supplies rather
than inventing meanings for every object. Jesus is not
absent while His churches suffer or compromise. He
addresses them and calls them to hear.

The seven messages speak to different situations. Ephesus
must recover its first love; Smyrna is encouraged in
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suffering; Pergamum and Thyatira must resist
compromise and corrupt teaching; Sardis must wake from
a misleading reputation for life; Philadelphia is
encouraged to remain faithful; Laodicea must turn from
complacency and self-sufficiency. The churches should not
be reduced to a guaranteed seven-stage timeline of later
church history. Such a scheme is an interpretation, not an
explanation explicitly given in the messages.

A modern congregation can recognise more than one of
these dangers at once. Correct teaching without love,
public reputation without spiritual life, and material
comfort mistaken for independence from Christ remain
serious problems. The repeated call to hear concerns
obedience rather than curiosity alone.

The throne and the Lamb

Chapters 4-5 move the reader’s attention toward God’s
throne. The world’s rulers do not possess ultimate
authority. Worship declares God’s worth as Creator. The
Lamb who appears slain is worthy to open the scroll.
Christ’s victory is inseparable from His self-giving death;
the cross is not an embarrassing interruption before a
more impressive form of power arrives.

The throne and the Lamb reshape the meaning of
conquest. Believers overcome through the Lamb and
faithful testimony, even where witness is costly (12:11).
This does not invite violence against opponents. The
churches are called to perseverance and fidelity to Jesus,
not to imitate the beast’s methods while claiming to serve
the Lamb.
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Seals, trumpets, bowls, and the call to repent

The sequences of seals, trumpets, and bowls portray
judgment, suffering, and the exposure of evil. Their
relationship is interpreted differently: some readers see
largely successive events, while others see overlapping
views or repeated movements toward the end. Notice
repeated themes and literary transitions before assuming
a single uninterrupted timetable.

Judgment announces that exploitation, violence, idolatry,
and deception matter before God. It is not permission to
announce confidently that a particular disaster proves the
victims were especially wicked. Revelation calls its readers
to repent and remain faithful. Its scenes should deepen
reverence and moral seriousness rather than make
suffering into entertainment.

The Old Testament supplies essential background. Daniel
helps readers recognise beasts and kingdoms; Exodus
helps explain plagues and deliverance; Ezekiel contributes
temple, living-creature, and river imagery; Isaiah
contributes visions of restoration and new creation. These
connections are stronger guides than a preacher’s private
dictionary of symbols.

The dragon, beasts, and rival worship

Chapter 12 explicitly identifies the dragon with the devil
and Satan. Chapters 13-14 expose powers that demand
allegiance opposed to God. The first readers lived within
the Roman imperial world, making imperial power and its
claims an important historical background. The book’s
warning also reaches beyond one ruler: power becomes
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beastly when it claims ultimate loyalty and destroys those
who refuse its demands.

The mark and the Lamb’s name portray opposed
allegiance. Believers should resist idolatrous conformity,
deception, and participation in evil. The number 666 has
generated many proposals; some manuscripts read 616.
An association with Nero’s name is a prominent historical
explanation, while other interpretations exist. Readers
must distinguish the text from a proposed calculation. We
should not confidently identify a payment method,
medical treatment, nationality, or ordinary technology as
the mark merely because it is new or unfamiliar.

The Lamb’s followers are recognised through belonging
and faithfulness. Spiritual discernment asks what is being
worshipped and what conduct is being required. Fearful
speculation about objects can distract from the much
clearer temptations of greed, dishonest gain, oppression,
and the desire for power.

Babylon and the cost of compromise

Chapters 17-18 depict Babylon through images of
splendour, corruption, violence, and economic power.
Rome is a strong first-century reference point, while
Babylon also expresses the wider pattern of a society
organised in opposition to God. The merchants’ grief
exposes an economy built around luxury and exploitation,
including the trade in human lives.

The call to come out of Babylon challenges participation in
its sins. It should lead readers to examine what their work,
consumption, and loyalties support. It is not automatically
a command to abandon every city or to label whichever
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church we dislike as Babylon. The vision confronts corrupt
allegiance and the apparent permanence of a system that
God will judge.

Christ’s victory, the millennium, and final judgment

Chapter 19 presents Christ’s victory and the celebration
associated with the marriage of the Lamb. Chapter 20
portrays the binding of Satan, a thousand years, a final
rebellion, and judgment. Christians hold different readings
of the millennium. Premillennial readers understand
Christ’s return as preceding a future millennial reign.
Amillennial readers understand the thousand years
symbolically in relation to Christ’s present reign and the
church’s age. Postmillennial readers expect a period of
widespread gospel blessing before His return. Each group
contains further differences.

These descriptions introduce the main positions; they do
not make every detail equally clear or settle every passage.
A reader should examine the arguments within Revelation
and the wider New Testament. The shared confession is
more secure than a private calendar: Christ reigns, evil
will finally be defeated, the dead face God’s judgment, and
His people’s hope rests in Him.

Judgment is not an empty threat. Nor does it authorise us
to name the eternal destiny of particular people beyond
what God has revealed. The call is to repent, trust the
Lamb, practise faithful witness, and leave final judgment
with the righteous Lord.
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New heaven, new earth, and God dwelling with His
people

Chapters 21-22 complete the story in new creation. God
dwells with His people, tears are wiped away, death is
removed, and the curse no longer rules. The holy city is
also described through the image of a bride. The vision
gathers together the themes of people, place, presence,
holiness, beauty, and life.

The river and tree of life recall the beginning of Scripture.
The ending is greater than a return to human innocence
without the story of redemption. The servants of God
worship, see His face, and live in His light. Christian hope
concerns communion with God in a renewed creation, not
simply escape from everything material.

Revelation’s closing invitation should be heard alongside
its warnings. The book calls people toward life freely given
and toward fidelity to Jesus. Its final prayer welcomes the
coming Lord. A child can understand the central hope
even before understanding every symbol: Jesus wins, evil
will not last forever, and God will live with His people.

Christ and the Trinity

Revelation joins worship of the One on the throne with
worship of the Lamb (chapters 4-5). The Spirit speaks to
the churches (2-3), and the Spirit and the bride say,
“Come” (22:17). The “seven spirits” language is commonly
understood in Christian interpretation as symbolic
fullness of the Spirit, although interpretations differ; it
should not be used to invent seven separate Holy Spirits.
Read its images within the Bible’s witness to the one God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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Application: identify one form of compromise that looks
attractive because it promises comfort, profit, or
recognition. Turn from it and strengthen one faithful act
of worship or service. Discuss: how does the slain Lamb
change our understanding of victory? Why should new
creation produce perseverance now? Which claims in a
popular end-time teaching are explicit in the text, and
which are interpretations? Prayer: Lord Jesus, keep our
worship faithful, our witness courageous, and our hope
fixed upon You. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.
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Living the New Testament together

The church the Spirit and a shared life

Read: Acts 2:42-47; 4:23-37; 10:34-48; 15; 20:17-38; Romans 8:9;
1 Corinthians 12:4-13.
Main truth: The Spirit forms a Christ-centred community

whose worship, character, gifts, care, and mission belong
together.

Jesus remains the centre

Acts does not replace a Gospel of Jesus with an unrelated
Gospel of the apostles. The apostles speak in His name,
proclaim His resurrection, and direct people toward His
saving authority. Miracles, sermons, and community
practices receive their meaning in relation to Him. A gifted
minister should remain a witness rather than become the
object of the community’s ultimate dependence.

The Father promises and gives the Spirit; the exalted Son
pours out the Spirit; the Spirit empowers witness to the
Son. This saving action displays the relationship of Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. It should not be divided into separate
religions or separate gods. The Christian life receives the
grace of the one God revealed through this scriptural
witness.

Belonging to Christ and empowerment

The New Testament teaches that those who belong to
Christ have the Spirit. Believers should not be described as
spiritually abandoned until they attain a particular public
experience. Acts also narrates powerful fillings, fresh
boldness, and decisive boundary-crossing events. These

143



THE NEW TESTAMENT SIMPLIFIED | THEOS TRANSFORMING MINISTRIES LIBRARY

accounts encourage prayer for the Spirit’s active work in
believers and communities.

Christians differ over how to describe Spirit baptism,
subsequent empowerment, and the role of tongues.
Pentecostal traditions often emphasize an empowering
experience distinct from conversion; other traditions
understand the terminology differently. A fair study
should state such differences rather than erase them. All
should take seriously the call to faith in Christ, holy living,
love, and witness through the Spirit’s power.

The experiences in Acts are not narrated in one identical
order. In Acts 10 the Spirit comes before water baptism; in
Acts 8 the Samaritan reception has a different sequence.
Narrative context matters. In 1 Corinthians 12, gifts are
distributed diversely within one body. A community
should not turn spiritual gifts into a competition that
makes love and character secondary.

Baptism teaching and fellowship

Baptism marks a public response and identification with
Jesus and His people. The Gospels and Acts connect it with
discipleship, repentance, and the saving message.
Christian traditions discuss its recipients and theological
description in different ways. The study of Acts should
lead us to careful biblical reasoning and respectful clarity,
not to careless claims that every household passage
answers every later debate.

Teaching is sustained. The early community continues
learning, and Paul spends extended periods instructing
churches. A Christian cannot thrive indefinitely on a few
memorable phrases detached from context. Good teaching
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helps people understand the biblical story, recognize false
claims, and practise obedience in ordinary life.

Fellowship means participation in a shared life. It includes
meals, prayer, material responsibility, and care for people
who cannot secure help alone. It is deeper than
friendliness at a meeting. At the same time, shared life
must preserve honest consent and accountable leadership
rather than become pressure to surrender every personal
decision to a controlling group.

Leadership as stewardship

Acts presents apostles, elders, teachers, prophets,
missionaries, and practical servants in different settings.
The book does not offer a fully standardized
organizational chart for every later century. Its patterns
nevertheless challenge leadership based on entitlement.
Leaders pray, teach, serve, listen, recognize gifts, face
scrutiny, and protect the flock.

A title cannot replace character. Acts 20 requires
watchfulness over oneself as well as care for others. The
danger of drawing disciples after oneself remains
relevant. Healthy teaching equips people to belong more
faithfully to Christ; unhealthy control makes them afraid
to think, ask, or seek help outside the leader’s circle.

Prayer generosity and justice

Prayer is both personal and corporate in the Gospels and
Acts. It would be false to say that Jesus knows only private
prayer while the church knows only group prayer. Both
forms belong to the scriptural witness. The community
learns dependence through praise, confession, requests,
and shared listening.
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Generosity is responsive to real need. The distribution
problem in Acts 6 shows that fairness requires attention to
actual practices. Good intentions do not automatically
produce equal treatment. A church must be willing to
examine who receives help, who is overlooked, and
whether its procedures serve the people they are meant to
serve.

Mission across cultures

The movement toward the nations does not mean that one
culture becomes the required dress, music, accent, or
social style for every believer. Acts 15 resists making
Gentiles become Jews as a condition of salvation. The same
principle challenges later attempts to confuse the Gospel
with one nation’s entire way of life. Every culture also
faces correction where its practices contradict the Lord’s
truth and love.

Mission involves proclamation, discipleship, mercy, and
the formation of communities. These responsibilities
support one another. Practical help without truthful
witness may leave the central message unexplained;
proclamation without love can make the speaker’s
conduct deny the words. The church’s life should make its
message more intelligible.

Application: Review one area of shared church life:
teaching, finance, care, leadership, or mission. Ask whose
needs are overlooked and what would make the work
more truthful and accountable. Pray for the Spirit’s power
while also practising the obedience already clearly taught.

Discuss: How do gifts differ from measures of personal
superiority? Why does Acts require both spiritual
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dependence and practical administration? How can a
church distinguish the Gospel from its own cultural
preferences?

Prayer: Father, make us a people who belong to Christ
through the Spirit. Unite truthful teaching with love,
spiritual gifts with humility, and mission with faithful
care. Amen.

Reading teaching and living the message

Read: Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 10:25-37; John 20:30-31; Acts
28:30-31; James 1:22-25.
Main truth: Understanding the Gospels and Acts should lead to

trust in Jesus, responsible teaching, and a life that makes His
love visible.

Begin with the whole passage

A verse is part of a paragraph, a scene, a book, and the
larger biblical witness. Begin there. A sentence lifted from
its setting can be made to sound as though it answers a
question the writer was not addressing. Responsible
reading does not make application impossible; it gives
application a truthful foundation.

A simple method is to observe, understand, connect, and
respond. Observation asks what is present. Understanding
asks what the passage communicates in its setting.
Connection considers its place in the book and the wider
story of Christ. Response asks what faith and obedience
should look like now. These movements need not become
a complicated classroom system. They are habits of
listening.
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Explain before illustrating

When teaching, state the passage’s main message in a
sentence you can support from the text. Explain
unfamiliar words. Identify any historical detail that
matters. Then use an illustration to make the message
clearer. If the illustration requires you to change the
passage’s meaning, choose another illustration.

A teacher should distinguish quotation from paraphrase. If
you repeat another writer’s memorable explanation,
acknowledge it. Do not present another person’s testimony
as an event that happened to you. Truthful attribution is
part of Christian integrity, not merely an academic
formality. Learning from others becomes more fruitful
when their contribution is recognized honestly.

Avoid promising what the passage does not promise. A
healing story can reveal Jesus’ compassion without
guaranteeing that every illness will end on a timetable you
announce. A story of financial generosity can challenge
selfishness without guaranteeing personal wealth. A
narrative of deliverance can sustain hope without giving
you authority to explain the hidden reason for every
hardship.

Application that reaches ordinary life

Application should be concrete enough to practise. Instead
of saying only that believers should love, ask what love
requires in a particular relationship. It may mean listening
without interruption, paying what is owed, refusing a
dishonest advantage, protecting a vulnerable person, or
seeking reconciliation with humility.
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Some changes require time, help, and accountability.
Repentance is not less real because a person needs support
in learning a new pattern. A church should provide
patient formation rather than celebrating a dramatic
public statement and then abandoning the person who
must live differently. Grace gives a new direction and
sustains the journey.

A child can begin by explaining what happened in a
Gospel story and identifying one response. A mature
teacher can investigate language, history, literary
structure, and theological connections. These levels need
not be enemies. Clear teaching serves the learner in front
of us without making simplicity an excuse for inaccuracy.

A balanced witness

The Gospels prevent us from announcing a church
detached from Jesus. Acts prevents us from admiring Jesus
while refusing His continuing mission. Together they call
us to receive the Saviour and become witnesses whose
shared life is shaped by His teaching. The same Lord who
gives salvation also calls for obedience, generosity,
courage, and love.

The mission is wider than the platform of a preacher. A
parent teaching a child, a worker speaking truthfully, a
neighbour giving practical care, and a church supporting
faithful teachers can all participate in witness. We should
value ordinary faithfulness rather than assume that only a
highly visible calling matters.

A final invitation

Return to Jesus Himself. Matthew’s promised King, Mark’s
serving Son, Luke’s merciful Saviour, and John’s life-giving
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Word are not different persons. Acts proclaims the
crucified and risen Lord whom these witnesses have
introduced. His saving work is the foundation of our hope,
and His presence sustains the task He gives.

Let this study send you back to the biblical books. Read
them patiently. Ask honest questions. Receive correction
where a familiar idea is not supported. Encourage another
learner. Above all, allow knowledge to become trust and
faithful action. The aim is a life increasingly shaped by the
Christ whom the Scriptures proclaim.

Discuss: What is the difference between an explanation
and an illustration? Which ordinary responsibility needs a
clearer expression of your faith? How can you help
another person begin reading one Gospel?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, thank You for the witnesses to
Your life and saving work. Establish us in truth, renew us
by Your Spirit, and make us faithful in love until the day
we see You. Amen.
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Reading guides and reference tables

The Gospels and Acts: a closer reading guide

Book Chapters

Matthew 28

Mark 16
Luke 24
John 21
Acts 28

Suggested key
passage

Matthew 28:18—
20

Mark 10:45

Luke 19:10

John 20:30-31

Acts 1:8

Main emphasis in this
study

Jesus the promised
Messiah and the life of His
kingdom

The authority of the
serving and suffering Son

The Saviour’s mercy and
the recovery of the lost

Believing in the Son and
receiving life

The risen Lord and Spirit-
empowered withess
among the nations

These five books contain 117 chapters in the usual English
numbering. A suggested key passage is a teaching aid; it
does not imply that a book has only one important text. A
main emphasis does not exhaust the identity of Jesus or
the purpose of a biblical book.

Follow the movement of each book

Book and section

Matthew 1-4

Matthew 5-7

Matthew 8-10

Movement

Messiah’s ancestry, birth, preparation, and
beginning of ministry

Teaching about the life of the kingdom

Authority in action and the sending of disciples
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Book and section

Matthew 11-13

Matthew 14-20

Matthew 21-25

Matthew 26-28

Mark 1:1-13

Mark 1:14-8:30

Mark 8:31-10:52

Mark 11-15

Mark 16

Luke 1-4:13

Luke 4:14-9:50

Luke 9:51-19:27

Luke 19:28-23:56

Luke 24

John 1:1-18

John 1:19-12:50

John 13-17

Movement
Responses, conflict, and kingdom parables

Growing understanding, community teaching,
and the road toward suffering

Jerusalem, controversy, judgment, and
watchfulness

Passion, resurrection, and commission
Preparation and inauguration

Public ministry, authority, response, and
confession

Teaching about the cross and discipleship on
the way

Jerusalem, final teaching, passion, and death

Empty tomb and resurrection proclamation;
note the manuscript discussion in Chapter 4

Promises, births, childhood, baptism, and
testing

Galilean ministry and formation of disciples

Journey teaching and encounters on the way
toward Jerusalem

Jerusalem entry, controversy, final meal,
suffering, and burial

Resurrection, opened Scriptures, commission,
and ascension

The Word, creation, life, and incarnation

Witnesses, signs, encounters, and public
ministry

Foot washing, farewell teaching, Spirit
promise, and prayer
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Book and section Movement
John 18-19 Arrest, trial, crucifixion, and burial

John 20=21 Resurrection appearances, purpose, and

restoration

Acts 1-2 Preparat!on, ascension, Pentecost, and
community

Acts 3-7 Jerusalem witness, opposition, practical care,
and Stephen

Acts 8-12 Samaria, the Ethiopian official, Saul,
Cornelius, Antioch, and persecution

Acts 13-20 I\/_IlSSlongry journeys, the Jerusalem
discussion, churches, and elders

Acts 21-28 Arrest, defences, voyage, and witness in

Rome

The boundaries are study choices and sometimes overlap
a scene. Read transitions carefully rather than treating the
chart as an inspired division of the text.

Examples of witnesses in John

What the testimony

Witness Passage contributes
Identifies Jesus in relation to
John the Baptist John 1:29-34 God’s saving purpose and
the Spirit
Nathanael John 1:49 Confesses the Son of God

and King of Israel

Moves from hearing a
John 4:39-42 neighbour’s testimony to
hearing Jesus

The Samaritan
community
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Witness Passage
Peter John 6:68—-69
Martha John 11:27
Thomas John 20:28
The Gospel's

. " John 20:30-31; 21:24
written witness

What the testimony
contributes

Recognizes the words of
eternal life and confesses
Jesus

Confesses Jesus in the
setting of grief and
resurrection hope

Responds to the risen Jesus
with a confession of lordship
and deity

Explains testimony’s
purpose in leading readers
toward faith and life

This is a selection of seven examples, not a claim that John
names exactly seven witnesses. The Father, Jesus’ works,
Scripture, and the Spirit also bear witness in the Gospel.
The point is to follow the testimony toward the person it

reveals.

The story of Jesus in broad sequence

Stage Events and reference anchors

Promises and birth Matthew 1-2; Luke 1-2

Preparation

John the Baptist, baptism, and temptation in
the opening ministry sections

Early encounters Cana, Nicodemus, and Samaria in John 2—-4

Galilean ministry

Kingdom proclamation, disciples, teaching,
healings, and increasing controversy

Identity and the road Peter’s confession and the announcement of
ahead suffering in the Synoptics
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Stage Events and reference anchors
Journey and Teaching on discipleship, mercy, possessions,
preparation prayer, and service

Entry, temple action, controversy,

Jerusalem . . )
watchfulness, and final instruction

. . Meal, service, farewell teaching, prayer, and
Final evening

betrayal
Passion Arrest, hearings, crucifixion, death, and burial

Resurrection Empty tomb and appearances in Jerusalem

and Galilee
Commission and Matthew 28; Luke 24; John 20-21; Acts 1,
ascension read in their distinct settings

Pentecost and witness Acts 2 and the mission that follows

This chart gives a broad narrative sequence, not a claim
that every Gospel event can be fixed to one exact date.
Jesus’ public ministry belongs to the early first century
under Roman rule. AD 30 and AD 33 are common
proposals for the crucifixion; the Gospel message does not
require this handbook to settle that chronological debate.

Paul and the expansion of witness

Approximate

conventional Events Main Acts setting
period

Saul’s encounter with
AD 30s Jesus and early Acts 9

witness

Antioch’s development

and relief sent to Judea e L2

AD 40s
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Approximate

conventional Events Main Acts setting
period
Cyprus and cities of
c. AD 46-48 Asia Minor on the first Acts 13-14
journey

Jerusalem discussion
c. AD 49 concerning Gentile Acts 15
believers

Second journey
c. AD 49-52 including Macedonia, Acts 15:36-18:22
Athens, and Corinth

Third journey with
extended Ephesian

c. AD 53-57 o Acts 18:23-21:16
ministry and
strengthening churches
Arrest and hearings in

c. AD 57-59 Jerusalem and Acts 21-26
Caesarea

c.AD59-60  voyageandshipwreck .. 57 5g.16
on the way to Rome

c. AD 60—62 Witness under restraint Acts 28:17-31

in Rome

Dates vary among reconstructions. The chart is intended
to place journeys and hearings in relation to one another,
not to turn every range into a fixed chronology. The time
narrated in a book and the date of its composition are
different questions.
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What continues from the Gospels into Acts

Theme

Jesus

Kingdom

Spirit

Scripture

Prayer

Mercy

Opposition

Nations

Gospels

His identity, ministry,
death, and resurrection
are narrated

Jesus announces and
demonstrates God’s
reign

The Spirit is active in
Jesus’ life and
promised to disciples

Jesus fulfils Israel’s
promises and
interprets the
Scriptures

Jesus prays alone, with
others, and teaches
disciples

Jesus heals, feeds,
receives, forgives, and
calls to repentance

Jesus and disciples
face varied acceptance
and resistance

Gentile and Samaritan
encounters anticipate
wider mission

Acts

The risen and exalted Jesus
is proclaimed and continues
directing witness

Kingdom proclamation
remains present, including
the closing scene

The Spirit empowers,
directs, and crosses
community boundaries

Apostolic preaching explains
Jesus through those
Scriptures

Believers pray individually
and together through
ordinary life and crises

Communities care, share,
proclaim forgiveness, and
serve in Jesus’ name

Witness continues through
reception, persecution,
hearings, and delay

The inclusion and growth of
Gentile communities
becomes a major narrative
focus

Differences belong within continuity. The Gospels are not
a time without the Spirit or without concern for the
nations. Acts is not a time when Jesus is absent, moral
conduct no longer matters, or every believer’s experience
follows an identical sequence.
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A ten week reading pathway

Week 1: Read Mark 1-8. Notice authority, compassion,
hearing, and misunderstanding. Explain why Peter’s
confession is an important turning point.

Week 2: Read Mark 9-16. Follow the movement toward
service, suffering, death, and resurrection. Read the note
in your Bible concerning the ending.

Week 3: Read Matthew 1-7 and 13. Connect the promises
and the life of the kingdom. Choose one teaching to
practise in a particular relationship.

Week 4: Read Matthew 18 and 21-28. Notice community
responsibility, judgment, mercy, passion, resurrection, and
commission.

Week 5: Read Luke 1-4, 7, 10, and 15-19. Consider prayer,
mercy, possessions, repentance, and the reception of
outsiders.

Week 6: Read Luke 22-24 and John 1-4. Compare Jesus’
saving work and the invitation to new life without erasing
the books’ distinctive voices.

Week 7: Read John 6, 9-11, and 13-17. Study the signs and
I Am images in their settings, then notice the final teaching
and prayer.

Week 8: Read John 18-21 and Acts 1-7. Connect the risen
Lord with the Spirit’s coming and the community’s witness
and care.

Week 9: Read Acts 8-15. Trace the crossing of boundaries
and the church’s response to Gentile inclusion.
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Week 10: Read Acts 16-28. Follow journeys, instruction,
leadership, hearings, danger, and the open proclamation
in Rome. Identify an ordinary responsibility in which you
can bear faithful witness.

This selected-passage pathway is a beginning. Follow it by
reading the complete books, including chapters not
selected here. It is an invitation to sustained reading, not a
substitute for it.

A six week pathway through the letters and
Revelation

This selected reading plan continues the ten-week Gospel
and Acts pathway. Read the complete books as you are
able.

Week 11: Romans 1-8 and Galatians. Follow grace, faith,
and new life.

Week 12: Romans 9-16; 1 Corinthians 12-15; 2 Corinthians
4-5 and 8-9. Consider unity, resurrection, and ministry.

Week 13: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and
Philemon. Notice Christ’s supremacy and its consequences
for relationships.

Week 14: 1-2 Thessalonians, 1-2 Timothy, and Titus.
Connect hope, work, teaching, and care.

Week 15: Hebrews 1-4 and 9-13; James; 1-2 Peter; Jude.
Study perseverance and living faith.

Week 16: 1-3 John; Revelation 1-5, 12-14, and 19-22.
Follow truth, love, worship, and the hope of new creation.
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Glossary

Ascension: Jesus’ being taken up and exalted after His
resurrection, described in Luke 24 and Acts 1.

Atonement: God’s saving action in dealing with sin and
restoring relationship through Christ.

Baptism: The Christian water rite associated with
identification with Jesus and His people; its interpretation
is discussed across Christian traditions.

Canon: The recognized collection of books received as
authoritative Scripture.

Christ: A title corresponding to Messiah, meaning
anointed one; it is not Jesus’ family surname.

Christology: The study of the person and work of Jesus
Christ.

Covenant: An established relationship involving promises
and responsibilities.

Disciple: A learner and follower whose life is being
formed by the teacher.

Epistle: A letter, such as those addressed to churches and
individuals in the New Testament.

Exegesis: Careful explanation of a passage in its literary
and historical setting.

Gentile: A person from the nations outside the Jewish
people.

Gospel: Good news; also the name used for each of the
four accounts of Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and
resurrection.

Hermeneutics: The principles and practice of interpreting
a text.
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Incarnation: The eternal Son’s becoming truly human
without ceasing to be divine.

Kingdom of God: God’s reign, announced and revealed
through Jesus and awaiting its full completion.

Messiah: The promised anointed one; Christians confess
Jesus as the Messiah.

Parable: A story or comparison used to communicate and
provoke a response.

Pentecost: The Jewish festival setting in which Acts 2
describes the Spirit’s coming upon the gathered disciples.

Reconciliation: The ending of enmity and restoration of
relationship through God’s saving work.

Redemption: Release or deliverance described through
the image of a costly rescue.

Repentance: Turning from sin toward God, expressed in a
changed allegiance and life.

Resurrection: God’s raising of the dead; Jesus’ bodily
resurrection is central to Christian salvation and hope.

Sanctification: Being set apart for God and formed in
holiness.

Sign: In John, a work that points beyond itself to the
identity and saving mission of Jesus.

Synagogue: A Jewish gathering place or assembly for
communal religious life, including prayer, Scripture
reading, and teaching.

Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke, which share
substantial narrative material and can be studied side by
side.
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Trinity: The Christian confession of the one God as Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, eternally distinct persons united in
the one divine being.

Typology: The recognition of earlier biblical people,
events, or institutions as patterns brought to a greater
fulfilment, especially where the New Testament develops
the connection.

Witness: A person or testimony that makes known what
has been seen, heard, received, or understood concerning
God’s work in Christ.
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Sources and further reading

The expanded letter studies use the biblical books
themselves as their principal texts. Historical dates are
approximate, and significant authorship disagreements
are identified rather than concealed. Readers can compare
the book introductions in the USCCB online Bible at
https://bible.usccb.org/bible . These are identifiable
scholarly introductions from a particular Christian
tradition, not a substitute for the biblical text or an
exclusive authority for this handbook. Specific
comparisons include the introductions to Hebrews, James,
2 Peter, 1 Timothy, Ephesians, and Revelation.

For the textual history of 1 John 5:7-8, compare the
manuscript notes in the NET and NIV editions at
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?
search=1+John+5%3A7-8&version=NET%3BNIV . The
manuscript note is used to identify the disputed
expansion, not to suggest that the Trinity depends on a
single disputed verse.

The primary texts for this study are all twenty-seven New
Testament books, read alongside the Old Testament
passages identified throughout. References invite readers
to examine the passages themselves. The explanations use
original paraphrase; brief traditional biblical phrases can
be compared with the King James Version. The theological
position is a Christian confession of Jesus as fully divine
and fully human, His real saving death, bodily
resurrection, and the work of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Course resource acknowledged: Harvest Bible
University, Certificate of Theology, Introduction to the
New Testament Gospels and Acts, lecturer Mr. Omondi
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Geoffrey. The supplied PDF contains 106 pages; no
publication date is stated on its title page. Its filename
abbreviates the lecturer as TR OMONDI. It is
acknowledged as a teaching resource, not represented as a
book originally authored by Ssentaba Ronald Salongo.

Early historical witness: Papias, surviving fragments,
particularly the testimony associating Mark with Peter’s
interpretation, preserved through Eusebius. An English
translation appears in the Ante-Nicene Fathers collection
hosted by New Advent:
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0125.htm . This
historical witness is distinguished from the Gospel’s own
wording. A tradition about an interpreter is not treated as
proof of a complete account of Mark’s working methods.

Textual comparison: Mark 16 and its manuscript notes,
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/16 ; compare the
explanatory notes in a reliable complete Bible. The
historical note is used for the existence of different
endings, not as a requirement that readers adopt a
particular denomination’s account of the canon.

Author and date comparisons: Biblical book
introductions to Mark and Luke,
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/0 and
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/0 . These are identifiable
scholarly introductions for comparison; their traditional
and proposed attributions are distinguished from explicit
author signatures. Different Christian traditions and
scholars may date the books differently.

Geographical and narrative checks: Matthew 28:16-20;
Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:1-12. Matthew’s final commission is
in Galilee; Luke and Acts describe the ascension in the
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Bethany and Olivet setting. Read the passages rather than
combining their locations into one invented scene.

Resurrection testimony: Matthew 28; Luke 24; John 20-
21; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. The appearance table is a
collection of references with possible overlaps, not an
exact numbered total claimed by the Bible.

Acts and discipleship: Acts 5:1-11; 6:1-7; 8; 10-11; 13:9;
15; 16; 18-20; 27-28. These passages ground discussions of
voluntary sharing, fair administration, differing narrative
sequences, the names Saul and Paul, Gentile inclusion,
mission, leadership, and responsible trust in danger.
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About the author

Ssentaba Ronald Salongo writes and teaches biblical
studies through Theos Transforming Ministries Library.
His aim is to make Scripture understandable for families,
believers, teachers, and the coming generation, and to
connect sound teaching with faithful Christian living.

Closing prayer

Father, thank You for making Your saving love known
through Jesus Christ. Thank You for the testimony of the
Gospels and the witness of the early church. Teach us to
read with understanding, believe with sincerity, serve
with humility, and love with courage. Through the Holy
Spirit, make our homes, work, churches, and communities
places where the truth and mercy of Christ become visible.
Amen.
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